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The highs and lows assoclated with college
basketball . . . just ask Tom Domako.

e 6-fool-8 Montana State sentor from Livo-
nia (Stevenson) had enough of both In the last
weckend Lo make a carcer, On Friday, the Bob-
cats advanced to the finals in the Blg Sky Tour-
nament with a 58-48 victory over Idaho.

the ball and scored the game-tylng basket with
less than a half-minute left as Montana State had
regular-season champlon Boise State on the
ropes. Bul after a timeout, the Broncos got an
uncontested layup and edged the Bobcats, 83-61.

Domako finished with 18 poinls and a certaln-
ty that, although the lightly regarded Big Sky
probably wouldn’t get two teams into the NCAA
tournament, Montana State — with a 19-11
record — would go to the National Invitational
Tournament.

HEARTBREAK NO. 2 — no Invitation was
forthcoming.

“1 thought for sure that we were golng,”
Domako sald. “That's what made it auch a dlsap-
pointment, because we were so sure, I had heard
that the Big Sky runner-up was just about as-
sured of getling an NIT bid.

“Then you look back at our loss to Bolse State.
We were two points from an NCAA berth, and we
don't even make the NIT.”

1L was a biller — and difficult to comprehend
— disappolntment for all Montana State support.
ors. The Bobeals got invited to last year's NIT
and lost to Washington in the first round in over-
time, but the game drew a crowd of more than
8,000. The NIT, which relies heavily on big gates,
apparently wasn't impressed,

Then on Saturday, heartbreak; Domako stole’

college sports

THE DISAPPOINTMENTS continued Sunday
when Boise State drew Michigan In the NCAA
tournament, It could have been Montana State
meetlng the Wolverines,

“Now (hat would have been funny, If we had
played Mlchigan,” said Domako. “They wouldn't
have had to scout me, I've played with all those
Buys at summer camps.

“IU's golng to be an interesting game, because
I'll know cveryone on the court,”

Of course, Domako would llke to be one of
those still playing. For the past two seasons, his
team has quallfied for post-scason play, This
year, it was Domako who carrled the bulk of the
offense.

Switching from power forward to small for-
ward, Domakeo topped the Bobcats in scoring
wlith a 22.6 points-per-game average over the
regular season. He also had 5.6 rebounds, three
ass(sts and 1.8 steals, while connecting on 49.5
pereent of his floor shots and 82.1 percent of his
Iree throws.

DOMAKQ FINISHED his carcer as Montana
State’s No. 2 all-time scorer. On Monday, the an-

Post-season blues
Tourney bids elude Montana State ace

three-polnt field goals, averaging about two per
game,

But there’s more, "My game has improved this
year because teams have keyed on me, and I had
to find ways to score,” he explalned, *I think that
helped me a lot,

“Last year (when Montana State was 21-7), we
had flve guys on the floor who could put it in the
hole. 1 didn't know how easy | had it. This year, if
I got by one defender, there might be another.”

FINDING WAYS to score meant bettering
other skills, “I could aiways shoot,” he said, “The
blggest things I've Improved on are putting the
ball on the Noor, learning how to post up and the
mental part of the game,

“I really hada't posted up much this year be-
cause 1 was playing power forward, and I had
bigger people guarding me. This year, I'm at
small forward.”

The difference was the size of the opponent.
“When we played Idaho, a 6-foot point guard
guarded me. When that happens, you learn how
to post up real quick,” sald Domako.

He learned hls lesson fast. Idaho used slx dlf-
ferent players in trying to check Domako in the
Bobeats’ regular-season finale, but he still scored
33 polnts.

Although his college career is over, Domako Is
hoping for a shot wilh the pros. He's been Invited
to a tournament (caturing the natlon’s top 64

guish of not making a post-scason
diminlshed somewhat when he was named honor-
able mentlon All-American by UPL

“When I first came here,” Domako recalled, “1
just wanted to play as a freshman. I did that,
averaging 16, 17 minutes a game.”

The followlng season he was a starter, and he
has been ever since. One good reason is his shoot-
ing range; he holds the conference record for

senfors In P , Va., April 6-9, Every NBA
general manager will attend.

A good performance will carn Domako a spot
in a sccond tournament for the top 40 senlors, in
Chicago, just before the NBA draft.

“I have confidence in myself,” he said. “I think
1can play with anybody.”

And Domako doesn't want to be disappoluted
again,

Tom Domako, a Livonia Stevenson product, finished the year
as Montana State's top scorer en roule to honorable mention

UPI all-America honors.
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New hysteria invades our households

HIS 1S THE START of the
greatest sports season of
all, 1 pleaded emphatlcal-
ly.

‘The object of my sermon was un.

mpressed.
1 should have stopped right then.
Decp down, I knew I had little
chance of convincing her. But some-
thing urged me to try. “Don't glve

“ up,’* this Inner veice insisted. “You
can do it. Loglc and patience will
win your point.”

1listened, and I reloaded.

“I understand how women feel,” I
sald softly, trying hard not to sound
patronizing. “For decades, sports did
not exist for them, All they were al-
towed to do was watch and cheer
males playing games women knew
nothing about.

“A woman's athletlc opportunities
‘v;’ere pathetically limited. 1 know

at.” e

IF 1 WAS making any headway, it
didn't show. She seemed as uncon-
vinced as ever.

1 could feel the anxiety surging
within me, I was becoming more and
more obsessed with the idea that 1
could make her understand my
polnt, even acqulesce to jt.

Stubbornly, I plodded on. “Look,
when I was In high school; we didn't
have a varsity female sport until my
senlor year, when we got swimming.
1 know what you're thinking, but
trust me ~ it wasn't that long ago.

“In the mid-70s, about the only
high schools to offer girls basketball
were In the Catholic League. Title

1X's adoptlon was like your Emanci-
patlon Proclamation."

The calmness with which I origi-
nally had approached my task was
melting under heated agitation.
Then, :ugt}:%lz?. 1 sensed something

Yes! A response!

She looked at me, her blank bore-
dom replaced by a vague interest. I
stopped for a moment, plotting my
next move. It became clear to me
my best strategy would be a

Talk fast and y
and let tone substltute for content.

“BUT TITLE IX stopped woefully
short,” I claimed, my volce ralsing a
few octaves. “Women got thelr
sports to play, but there was no one
to create intercst. It was appease-
ment, nothlng more. Just another
Munich Pact.”

1stopped to cateh my breath, real-
izing she had no ldea what appease-
ment was, where to find Munich, or
how to make & Pact. But I plunged
on anyway,

waned,
“Women have missed all that is
essential in sports,” I preached.

before her attention

“'Sure, it can be fun to shoot baskets
or toss a football or kick a soccer
ball around. But,” — I hestltated for
emphasis — “that is not what males
call sports.”

1t was an important polnt, but con-
fusion, llke a shadow, fell across her
face, I was starting to lose her — 1
had to be quick and convincing.

“Males, you see, view football-
tossing or soccer-ball-kicking or bas-
ket-shooting not as sport, but as dl-
version, fun, exercise - nothing
more. It sn't Intense, it doesn't carry
a winning-is-everything determina-

tion.

“Real sports are found right
here!" I proclaimed loudly, pounding
the floor. She was startled by my
outburst, leaning slightly backwards
and blinking.

“SPORTS ARE found In living
rooms, not on playing ficlds. They
are meant to watched, studied,
admired, and discussed endlessly,
This,” — I stepped quickly to the
television and slapped the cabinet
top — “Is where real sports, the
games that matter, are found.”

dropped to my knees, “Today
marks the start of the NCAA basket-
ball tournament, This could be the
real beginning of womenkind's” — 1
didn't know if that was a word or
not, but it seemed to fit — “entry
Into a domain too long dominated by
males.
“There's no doubt women can play

“Bports, almost any that men play.

That was easy. But how many wom-
en Ilke to watch sports? Five? May-

be 10? And that's not just in Detroit's
northern and weslern suburbs, but
all of Michigan. Throw In Ohio and
Indlana, too."

It was getting difficult to telt
whether her interest was subsiding
or not. She may give in to my way of
thinking yet, I theorized, based just
on my performance. I continued.

“Women go to football games and
never talk strategy or ridlcule offl-
clals or recall turning points, They
say stuff like, ‘That tight end has a
cute butt,’ or ‘I hear the quarterback
drives a Ferrarl.'”

IT WAS SET up; now for my big
pitch. All or nothing. ,

“You could be a ploneer, a
trendsetter,” 1 said calmly. “It’s In
your hands — the future of women
and sports,”
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She looked at her hands and the
remote control she was grasping, but
made no move to punch the numbers
on it. “ESPN is on 33," I said, trying
{o prod her. “For the next four days,
they will have basketball on nenstop,
Nonstop! Think of It! A crash course
in overindulgence of sports, and you
don't have to leave the llving room.”

She Jooked at me with doubt in her
eyes, *You'll be the Madame Curie,
the Amelia Earhart, of women and
sports. A hero for all time! All you
have to do is switch the channel and
allow yourself to be swept up, to be
tutored as it were, in basketball ap-
peeciation.”

Llke a gambler risking a fortune
he had spent months accumulating, !
was going for broke.

1 busted. She paused, looking at
me with disinterest as I knelt befare
her, begging Uike a dog. My pleas
went unheeded; she refused to sur
render the remote, Instead turning
back to the TV and the more abserb
ing drama of Sesame Street.

1 was crushed by my 10-month-old
daughter, who learned early in life
to cling to the controls and refuse to
give them up without crying - and
never get caught up tn basketball
hysteria.
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AND YOU'LL LOVE THE LOW PRICE
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CRAWFORD —

International in scope —
Locally serving southeast
Michlgan for over 50 years.

GARAGE DOOR

SALE

VISIT OUR DOOR MALL
MONDAY 8-7; TUESDAY-FRIDAY 8-5

200 E. MICHIGAN AVE.« YPSILANTI
Next to the Flea Market

FREE CAR WASH - no oBLIGATION

SATURDAY 9-1
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