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Sherri Stecker {left), o sevanth grader, and Andrea Foss, an eighth grader, during the reading period that’s mandatory for ail
middle schoo! students. They attend East.

| Middle school
Students find a place for growth

By Casey Hans
stat! writer

Midele schoa) brings a new-found
frecdom, where students learn to
grow and where they are taught to
make choices,

Individual lockers, a variety of
teachers and classes, and a student
councll all add to the atmosphere,
simllar to one these students will en-
counter In high school.

But a middle school is not simply
a “minl high school,” according to
one Farmington educator.

“They're learning responsibility,
liow to get along In a small commu-
nity,” sald Laura Miner, asslstant
princlpal at East Mlddle Schoal in
Farmington Hills,

“We're helplng them to grow up
and teaching them along the way.”

‘There are four middle schools In
the Farmington dlstrict, attended by
students In grades slx to eight: O.E.
Dunckel, East, Power and Warner.

National Middle Level Education
Week, March 13-19, glves a closer
1ook at these youngsters, who are too
old for elementary, but not yet ready
for high school.

EAST MIDDLE School sixth-
graders Dawn Kastnlng and Jason
Welss took us on a tour of thelr
building recently, pointing out favor-
ite teachers and classes and showing
us a variety of classrooms and pro-
grams. Both sald they had stereo-
types of middle school when they
came to East Jast fall.

"i was nervous and excited,” sald

awn,

- she especlally enjoys classes In
contputers and 18 an avid reader, ac-
ording to media speciailst Verla
K

ennedy.

Jhson sald he was “thinking it
{mlddle school) would be boring, but
it's not. 1 thought you'd just go to
class and get a Jot of homework.”

“¥ids don't put you in their locks
ers and slam the door — that's what
we heard,” he added.

* Although some of the stereotypes
were crushed when the new crop of
sixth graders entered school last
fall, there have been adjustments.

. Students came from a variety of
schools: Dawn came from Larkshire
Elementary and Jason from Willlam
Grace Elementary. Both bave kept
fricnds from the clementaries, but
made new {riends, they sald.

- There's some roughhousing and

‘Kids don’t put you in
their lockers and slam
the door — that’s what
we heard.’
— Jason Weiss
East Middle 6th grader

change, but you just learn to ignore
it, Dawn said,

Although Farmington's four mid-
dle schools are as unique as the stu-
dents who attend them, there are
similarities in what classes are of-
fered.

There are even speclal programs,
such as SURT — Sustalned Uninter-
rupted Reading Time — when stu-
dents and employees are asked to
stop their regular routine to read for
15 minutes each day.

ELECTIVE CLASSES are shorter
here than at the high school, Sixth
graders begin with 10-weck ¢lec
tlves, seventh-graders’ electives run
13 weeks and elghth graders go for
20 weeks, as they slowly prepare to
enter high school, Miner sald.

Middle school students are not al-
lowed a lot of cholces, she added.
They are required to take a variety
of electives to explore likes and dls-
1lkes before entering high school.

Thelr cholces range from wood
shop, one of Jason's favorites, to
computers, art, music, foreign lan-
guage and others.

In Loulse Clacco's French class,
lessons were all In French and stu-
dents were called by name in
French. Forelgn language is new; it
was approved by the Farmington
school board two years ago asa mid-
dle school elective,

Down the ball, Larry LaRue's
eighth-grade vocal music class spent
sccond period alnging popular musie.
:uhd classes are popular, students

A pamphiet from the Natlonal As-
soclation of Secondary School Prin.
clpals gives several guldelines for
educating young teenagers, with
which Miner concurs,

Dawn Kastning ((eft) and Jason Weiss, both sixth graders,

share their educational experiences at East Middle School.

‘ the district are still growing and
changing,” Miner added.
She calls the middle school a kind

Help for
diabetics

Help for dlabetics can be ohtalned
by ca.lllng the American Diabetes

Offering a general ex.
citing and engaging activities, help-
Ing them to explore idens and teach-
ing cooperation Instead of competi-
tion are all functions of the middle
school, according to the NASSP,

Affilinte, 552+
0480,

The assoclation is a voluntary
bealth agency, concerned with the
detection, care and education of the
250,000 diabetics it serves in Michi.

shoviog in the halls durlsg class ex-  “T'm sure all the middle schools i gan.
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ON ALL INCOMING
DRY CLEANING

{Excludes leathers, downs & launderod lloms)

Hours to sult busy people — Mon.-Frl. 7-8, 8at. 8-7

@) wiihcoupon  \ASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED
.| CANTON TOWNSHIP LIVONIA WEST BLOOMFIELD HIGHLAND
|| 2452 Ford R (et ikey) 37454, Five M R, (et Hewbuwgh) [n Wost Bloomfieid Plaza 2034 Hnd Road (W.56)
I 981 591-6168 6736 Orchard Lake Ad. {81 Duck Lake Rd)
: A 080 In Hlx!;lﬂ;nd Corners
: 3194
:| FARMINGTON HiLLS NORTHVILLE WEST BLOOMFIELD NOVI
+] 29600 Orchard Lake Rd. (a2 13 Mlie} 42208 W. 7 Milo Rd, 4268 Orchard Lako Ad, 21528 Novi Road
o Across from ACO Hardware la Northvilla Plaza Across from btw. 8 & 9 Mile
f 851-2383 349-011 681-2250 344-8830

of “melting pot" for teachers, some
of whom come from the clementary
level and others from high school.

Councilman urges:
asbestos removal

Contlnued trom Page 1

questing plans, building specifica-
tlons and construction bids for the
first year of improvements, Includ-
ing asbestos removal. That would
add about $85,000 to the flrst year's
program costs of $71,800.

[ think we would be smart as
council people to spend the $150,000
row,” Alkateeb sald.

OF THE original $71,800 estimat-
ed for he program's first year,
about $50,000 is now available in the
park fund, financed by a five-year,
0.5-mill levy,

Under the parks and recreation
plan, developed by architect Mike
Kirk of Kirk & Koskela architect,
Detrolt, the estimated $377,400 im-
provemenis would begin this year
and run through 1990.

Eventually, the city council will
determine whether other improve-
ments, estimated at more than
$162,000 but not included in the
(hree-yenr program, will be made.
Some of the items include a new
driveway, new patlo, restorationof a
vestibule door, nmew roof, storm
doors and windows and improved
landscaping.

Dennis Fltzgerald, parks and ree-
reation commission chairman, tried
to slow down the councll's spending.
“I'm concerned you're putting your-
self into a corner,” he sald. “Why de-
bate whether it's asbestos this year
or next year.”

FITZGERALD LATER expressed
concern for the council’s lack of de-

Proposed park office
gets mixed reception

Continued from Page 1

acreage as parkland, An olfice bulld-
ing on that land violates the city’s
zoning ordinances, she added.

“It really bothers me when gov-
crnment breaks laws when it expects
everyone else to follow them,” she
sald. “We're always talking about
the quality of life, and It really
bothers me when special services
wants to impinge on the quality of
1ife in Heritage Park."

FOX JOINED council members
Jan Dolan and Aldo Vagnozzi in urg-
ing that the spectal services depart-
ment remain in the city hall, which
Dolan called “the hub of the commu-
nity”" Special services Includes
parks and recreation, senlor adults
services, lhe San Marino Golf
Course, public relations and video
productlon.

Collegiate job fair planned}

Eastern Micblgan University will
co-sponsor the first Michigan Colle-
giate Job Fair {or senlors and recent
graduates from more than 50 Michi-
gan and Ohlo colleges Friday, March
25,

It will be from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Oakland Community College's Or-
%Tll;d Ridge Campus in Farmington

‘As a public body and
knowing the hazards of
asbestos, are we going
to use the bullding in
the meantime. . .and
if we are, are we
exposing ourselves to
a potential lawsuit by
someone?’ :
— Joe Alkateeb
councilman

bate en the costs Involved with the .
Splcer house. “It was never, never '
an optlon to take it down. But what's
the cost for that declslon (to restore -
and renovate). 1 don't Lhink I've °
heard anyone up there think it out.”

By putting the house In the historic
distriet, the councl} has cemmitted
Itse)f to the additional Improve-
ments needed, at an estimated
$162,000, Fitzgerald sald,

Never, Filzgerald continued, did
the councll compare the costs of ro-
novating the Splcer house vs. demoll-
tion and bullding a new visltors cen-
ter. His concern stems from use of
the flve-year, 0.5-mill park tevy, .
which will be used to restore and re-
novate the Splcer house, .

“I'm not trying to cause troubte or
make waves, But they are expecting
the parks millage to be the Daddy
Warbucks.”

Councllmen Ben Marks and Joe !
Alkateeb want to sce archltectural .
plans and costs estimates for a new .
bullding. :

“I don't think we're breaking faith ¢
with the community o considering
something like this,” Marks sald.
“This bullding In my view doesn't |
deter or detract [rom the basle or
ultimate use of this park.” .

Utility lines can be put under-.
ground and traffic will exist In the®
park with or without a new spectal .
services building, Marks sald.

“] have a problem with the:
$350,000. But I'm golng to walt and .
sce what you're going to come
with,” Marks told administrators.

Alkateeb offered a similar view-
polnt. “I think you can argue both:
ways, It 13 an office but you need.a |
facility to service the park.” Alka-*
teeb also questioned whether 5,000
square feet of space isneeded.

satanaseed

The fair wlil host entry-level re-2
crulters from more than 100 compa-~
nies, organizations and governments
offices, including Magnavox Elec-?
tronles Corp,, Upjohn Co, Pepsico;
Inc, KMS Fusion, Abitibl Price,~
Michigan Bell Telephone Co,, Ford”
Motor Co., the US. Drug Enforce.,
ment Administration and Bureau of-
Alcobol, Tobacco and Firearms, La. |
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Free Landscape
Design Service

Take advantage of
our free landscape

Our design studio is
. now open for you to get
a jump on spring. Ask the
experts. Call today to invest
in a lifetime of beauty and color.

2Z-Boy and Carnatlon Co.

NOW IS
THE TIME

———

aaazzzazal

design studio.

4535511
] Mon.-8at. 98 E

Sun, 10-8

Prymevik
Wesary

PLYMOUTH .53
URSERY

nnd GARDEN CENTER'

§800 Ann Arbor Road
7 Mllas W, of 1.275

Openyour oyes and sea just how many subjects are

. covered inthe now edition of tha Consumer Information
Catalog. It's lree just for the asking and sa are nearly
half of the 200 fedaral publications descnbod inskio.
Booklats on subjects like financial and caraer planning;
ealing right, axercising, and staying hoallhy; housing

ind chil tedaral benetit

a
averything you

would need lo know. Wrile today.

" Consumer Information Conter
Daportment TD, Pueblo, Colorado 81009
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