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Two aren groups were represented at Sunday's annual St Patrick’s Day Parade
in downtown Detroit. The Black Rover Plpe Band (left) under the direction of
James Kemler of Rochester entertained parade watchers with bagpipes. Atso
hing was the Birmingh Irish Setter Club. More than 1,500 people from

throughout the metro area viewed the parade and got an early start on today's
St, Patrick’s Day celebration.

Aug. 2 called ‘better’
date for road vote

By Tim Richard
stalf wrllor

A second Qakland County commits
tee is looklng at the Aug. 2 primary,
rather than the Nov, 8 general elec-
tion, for a $18.6 million road funding

ckage.

Majority Republlcans on the gen-
cral government committee of the
Board of C said the
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ported that not only the $800 mlillon

bond issue but a school tax shift

;nigh! also be on the November bal-
t.

0

Lawmakers are consldering a va-
riety of plans to reduce school opera-
ting properly taxes and replace
them with a one- or twe-cent in-
crease in the sales tax.

The general government commit.
tee voted 5-3 along party lines to

state Legislature's own plans for two
ballot Issues 4
them the county ssue would get bet-
ter vater attentlon in Avgust.
“August is better,” sald Commls-
sioner Don Bishop, R-Rochester, a
former state legislator. .
“Qur concern s the $300 million
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[ SPRING BREAK ADVENTURES __|

— GRADES 6to 8 —
ADVENTURE C ADVENTURE D
(FULL DAY) (FULL DAY)

— GRADES 310 5 —
ADVENTURE A ADVENTURE B
(HALF DAY} (FULL DAY)

High Skies and Skates
Newy and Science
Art Exploration
Ningara Falls -
tovernight by train)

i

Bubbles and Thorns

n. Apr.d
. Apr. &

Art Exploration Cundles and Cows
Alice in Wonderland  Greenfield Village

Indian Culture Nature on the Rolt
Expericnce Science Intro. to Theater
Maybury State Park Star Search

-

Pie and Pizza Doy
Day in Motion
Candles und Cows
Indian Culture
Intra. to Theater

SATURDAY ADVENTURES

. Apr 16 Muscum Madnesss Windsor Wildlife Bicyele Trip

. Apr 23 Bicvele Trip Detroit Zoo Creature Feature  Hands.on Day/Flint
. Apr. 30 Canoe Trip Bubbles nnd Burns Windsor Wildlife Detroit Zoo

. May 7 Hollerskating Betle Isle Zoo Play Duy Canoe Day

. May 14 Nature Day Canoe Day Sen World Bicycle Trip

. May 21 Belle Isle Zoo Hands.on Day/Flint Canoe Day Huckleberry Raitrond

programs include transportation, instruction, supervision and admissions.

Odyssey Adventures is a non-profit educational organization with
over 10 years experience in enrichment programming. Groups of
e

envl ] bond issue,” which
Gov. James Blanchard wants to put
before voters in November, sald
Breat Balr, planning dlrector for
Oakland County Road Commisslon,
which proposed the plan. Bair added
that West Bloomfleld Township and
other.communitles arc planning to
put money issucs on the November
ballot,

‘The plan calls for a countywlde
$25 vehicle reglstratlon fee.

DEMOCRATS WERE unanlmous-
ly agalnst the Aug. 2 date, though
most favored the proposal,

“You're programming it for de-
feat,” warned Commissoner Dennis
Aaron, D-Oak Park. A primary is a
secret clectlon,” said Aaron, refer-
ring to lower voter turnouts. “You're
going to have a gigantic turnout in
November."

Aaron sald a November date
would give county officlals more
time to ralse $50,000 In

d an Aug. 2 electlon. Sup-
porting It were Republicans Skarritt,
Blshop, Danald Jensen of Blrming-
ham, Robert Page of Birmingham,
and Roy Rewold of Rochester Hiils.
Opposed were Democrats  Aaron,
Oaks and McPherson,

The vote to recommend the ballot
proposal was 7-1 with only McPher-
son stlll dissenting.

Last week the transportation com-
mittee, chaired by John McDonald,
R.Farmington, recommended the
same proposal but with a Nov. 8
date. The recommendations will go
to the full county board next week.

Although the three-member ap-
polnted Road Ce 1

-

Ing the state gasollne and welght
revenues. o
Bair sald it Is impossible for th€s
Secretary of State to determine boar«
much revenue cach munlel, %
generates because vehicle registhais
tlons are classified by Zip codesys

missioners’ questions:
® What can local unlts use the-
money for? “Any road or uan's!j.
use” as defined In the law. This could
Include public vans for the eldebdy :
and handlcapped - an answer that -
pleased Democratic commissionerg = 3
@ Who determines what vehicless
the tax may be applied to? The Stes~
retary of State's office. Balr sald.
trailers probably wili be excluded. "
@ }f the proposal is rejected, ¢an'
the county ask voters agaln at a sub-
sequent election? Yes — once a year
for up to five years.
® What will the county road com-
mission’s share be used for? Each

proposed
the idea, only the elected Board of
Commilssloners has power to place it
on the bailot.

IF APPROVED, the countywide
fee would run for 10 years and be
applled to all vehicles registered by
Oakland residents.

These would Include 663,000 pas-
senger cars, 1,542 handicapped vehi-
cles, 102,000 commercial vehicles
and 15,000 motorcycles.

It would exclude 69,000 trailers.

The Sceretary of State's office
would define which vehicles would
be subject to the fee, Balr said. Some

to pay for a campalgn. County mon-
cy ;an‘l be used for a campaign; he
sald.

“You'd get a better picture of the
voters' opinion with a larger turnout
in November,” said Commissioner
Lillian Jaffe Oaks, D-Southfleld.

Commissioner Ruel McPherson,
D-Haze! Park, said the fee could be-
come an issue against commission-
ers In the party primary, In Novem-
ber, it could become a bipartisan Is-
sue, he said,

RICHARD SKARRITT, R-Milford,
who chairs u:edgeneral government
e

children, supervised by teachers and trained profe
will be_guided on fun-filled adventures in southeastern
Michi For a lete i ion pack on all

infor T
of our programs, call Odyssey Adventures at 661-3600.
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sald the
ciation of Countles in Lansing re-

whether
corporate flects could be registered
in another counly that docsn’t apply

the fee,

Of the act $18.6 million in reve-
nue, Balr sald, the county road com-
mission would get $10.9 million, us-
ing about $8 million in townships and
the rest In clties.

Cities and villages would get a to-
tal of $7.8 milllon. It would Increase
thelr road funds by about one-third.

A road list published

will be surveyed, Bair
sald. Northern townships put a high
priority on chloride for controlling
dust on gravel roads; southern coffs,
munities prefer paving and widening
roads, I
® What are chances 1t will pass?
“No one opposes it,” Bair said. A
Commerce Township survey showed,
residents there heavily In favor. .

The road commission would -
rather have proposed a two or three
cents a gallon increase In Lhe gaso- ,
line tax, but the Legislature’s 19§%,
law allowed only the registration foe.-
as a local optlon,

THE ROAD commission’s proj
al grew out of a 1986 survey of cor
munitles that showed a total “wigh ,
1ist" of $750 milllon In projects over
a decade — about $75 milllon a year -
over and above existing revenuess .- ,

Bair sald this year's series.of
meetings showed that “their priorl;+
tles are pretty much the same. Th
aren't generating a longer wish list.”>

The $25 vehlcle fee would mect
only one-fourth of that need, but the

3

last week falled to list Rochester
Hills as In lirie for $546,000 a year.
Replying to 2 question from Page
of Birmingham, Bair sald the munlc-
ipalities’ shares would be based on
the same formula used In distribute

state L voted other fee ip-,
creases that will bring Oakland
some $8 milllon to $12 million, ig.
new revenue, .
So far, Qakland s the [irst county ;
in the state actively planning to nse
the new law for a ballot proposal. ..y
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See America First -

AT OUR WINTER SALE
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kind of
vaditional
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the very
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