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Commissioners shudder at big building pian

"By Tim Richard
stalf writor

. A ptan to bulld a new Oakland
«County courthouse tower with 24
courtrooms ralsed hackles when a
.Bpard of Commissioncrs looked at It
s week.

. :“A Taj Mahal ... a wish llst,"
1satd dlsmayed members of the plan-
‘ning and bullding commilttee study-
+1iZ.a broad-cutline plan to spend $40
+ nfiition on three bulldings.

« sWe starled at $21 millien for a
+1iBFary, a courthouse and a comput.
sefZcenter,” said its chairwoman,
;Ajme  Hobart, R-Waterford. “It
+seems to me we've gone ‘way beyond
‘that”

i
* "MMOBART'S COMMITTEE
bounced back to Counly Executlve
Daniel T. Murphy's staff the plans
1&F ‘the courthouse wing and library,
asking for a work plan and some
possibly cheaper options.

“From what I'm hearing, I'm not
golng to get your cndorsement on
this," safd Don Malinowskl, the exec-

utlve’s facllities planning chief.

But the panc! approved the docu-
ment proposing a $5 millien comput-
cr center to go on the west side of
Telegraph Road.

The pancl discussed three books of

used In

‘In the present courtroooms, there is
intermingling and often undesirable contact

rerels

tondant;

g the judg

, jurors, d

“guldes” to be
with Yamasaki Assoclates, a Troy
architectural firm selected for the
project. Next steps wlll be to ap-
prove a contract with Yamasaki and
then the archltect's plans.

Blggest bone of contention was
Murphy’s proposal to bulld an entire-
1y new courthouse wing in the county
complex at 1200 N, Telegraph. It
waould house the 14 current clreuit
judges, four new circult judges ex-
pected to be added by 1992, the four
current probate judges and two new
probate judges,

Commlssioners had been thinking
in terms only of incremental court
space for new judges. They antici-
pate public resentment If present
courtrooms are abandoned.

BUT MURPHY surprised them by
proposing a new north wing to house
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s and attorneys. . .1

) P
don't want a judge killed. 1 don't want

anybody killed,”

— Daniel T. Murphy
counly executive

all county courts plus an enlarged
area for criminal defendants, record
storage space and judges’ chambers.
Security Is the chief reason.
“It is our opinion,” Murphy said ln
a cover letter, "and also the opinlon
of the judges and their staff mem-

bers, that the present clrcult and
probate courtrooms don't provide
adequate securlty for those persons
who are Involved In the court pro-

ceedlings.
“Specifically, in the present cour-
troooms, there Is intermingling and

often undesirable contact among the
judges, jurors, defendants, witnesses,
prosecutors and attorneys.

“Further, the courtroom specta-
tors and visitors are not now being
properly checked and screened,”
said Murphy, adding the present
courtrooms would be “very difficult
and prohibitively cxpensive to al-
ter.

He said remodeling “would re-
quire that they be out of service for
an extended perlod of time.”

Staff studies show that related ac-
tlvities — such as Frlend of the
Court — need better facilities closer
(o the courts, the exccutive said.

In a scparate interview, Murphy
sald he and the judges sce the need
for threc separate entrances — for
judges, for priseners and for the pub-

ile.
“I don't want a fudge killed. I don't

want anybody killed,” he satd.

THE LIBRARY plan drew little
reaction from commilssioners.

Murphy proposed a new building
that would consolidate:

® The current law library, which
is cramped inte 13,000 square fect in
the present courthouse tower,

® The reference library, which
occupies 4,600 square feet In the Ex-
ccutive Office Bullding.

@ The library for the blind and
physically handicapped, currently in
2,500 square feet In the basement of
the Farmington Hills library.

@ The genealogy library, current-
ly in the historic Gov, Wisner resi-
dence in Pontiac.

® Records space.

® Tcnant space for the Oakland
Bar Assoclation and the Wayne-Oak-
land Library Federation.
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' IF YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR SUPER SAVINGS

FLOOR AND WINDOW FASHIONS
LAMPS, TABLE APPLIANCES
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99.99 to 189.99

ariginally 150.00 to 270.00
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The newest spring suits from Diar,

Saville, Suitables, Berl Newman, Glorio Vanderbilt
and Sasson plus lord & Taylor exclusives.
Selected coltections,
not every style in every size aond color.

*Qif regular ond orginal prices; intarmediate
reductions may have bean taken prior lo this sole.
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BED AND
BATH FASKIONS
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Sale ends Morch 25th, lord & Taylor, Fostone—336-3100 3
lakesde——247-4500 Twelve Ooks—348-3400 Bricrwood Mall £
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