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George Roberts Is stil holding out hope.

“All ¥ have ever asked for Is a 50-50 split,” said
the veteran member of the Farmington iills
Housing Rehabllltation Loan Board,

To write the Observer: 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024. To call: news line, 477-
5450; sports line, 591-2312; home
delivery, 591-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591-
2360.

N urging the city counclt
to place Heritage Park’s
estate house, Lhe former
Spicer family

farmhouse, In Farmingten
Hills' historle district last week,
Paul Blizman keyed on the
park’s name.

“I would suggest,” sald the
historle district commission
chairman, “that Heritage Park
not be just a mere name but a
reflection of the city’s
commitment to conservatlon
and protectlon of a signficant
historle property.”

‘TRYING out the hot seat.

At the stroke of 7:30 p.m.
Monday, March 14, Terry Sever
gaveled to order the
Farmington Hills City Councll
meeting.

It was the first such call to
order by the mayor pro
tempore, who was [llling in for
Mayor Jody Soronen, Scver is
Inline for the mayorship In

89.

PLOT costs up.
Farmington City Counci!
raised lot costs for the city-
owned Oakwood Cemetery on
Grand River March 7.

Lots for resldents will now
cost $300, yp from $170; non-
+ resldents will be charged $450,
Fees for opening and closing
graves will nearly double,
according to a clty report.

ON board! /

. Farmington Hills Clty
CouncH named Julicann
Hovaneslantoa me-ynar
term on the histord
commission last week.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week ~— Regulations
allowing In-home child day care
in Farmington Hills are now on
the books.
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Roberts has long been an advocate of splitting
Communlty D Block Grant money
evenly between capital improvements and the
popular housing rehabilitation program for low-
and moderate-income families In Farmingten
Hills.

If the Farmington Hills City Councll follows ad-
ministrators’ recommended distribution of antici-
pated 1988-89 C Block

‘This program (housing
rehabilitation) was meant
to serve low-income
people and people with

. older housing stock. And
all housing stock in
Farmington Hills is getting
older is it not?’

—George Roberts

Grant money, Roberts can continue hoping.

But he'll be on hand at a publlc hearing tonight
to discuss uses of the arinual allocation of money
from the federal Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Develepment. The scheduled hearing will be
in councll chambers, 31555 11 Mite.

“This program (housing rehabilitation) was
meant o serve low-income people and people
wlth older houslng stock. And all houslng stock in

Farmington Hills Is getting older 13 it not?" Rob-
erts asked.

THE CITY ls expecied (o recelve. $297,000 in
block grant money. That's about $ percent less
than last year.

In addltlon to the annual allocation, city offi-
clals are adding another $36,000 d In

housing program. That brings the total avallable
for block grant program adminlstration, housing
rehabliltation and capital lmpmvnmtnu In the
clty's low-and moderate-Income arcas to $333,000.

The proposed distribution of the money has
been changed since the public hearing was an-
nounced in February. Slnce that (lmv.'. the amount
devoted to has bee
from $39,000 to $42,000.

“We got Into the budget and found that salaries,
fringes and the audit alone exceeded $39,000. We
looked at minor additlonal expenses — legal no-
tices, supplies,” said Richard Lampl, community
development manager, “We felt more comfort
able lncrcasing iL. 1t's to cover bare minlmum ex-
penses.”

OF THE remaining $291,000, housng rehabitie
tation wlll receive $191,000 and capital improve-
ments, $100,000.

But not only does Roberts think the split be-
tween the two programs should be equal, he disa.
grees with city offlcials' adding loan repayments
to the houslng program’s total allocattion for the

re-
payment of low-Interest loans offered through the
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Tom Ch: ki, a

By Casey Hans
slaff wrller

For 10 years, his day has been
split between adult grievances in
the morning and

_sings “La Bamba' to his class.

Teacher leader to yield
reins, focus on teaching

ten teacher at Kenb El

y in Farmi Hills,

people

games in the afternoon,

. This year, Tom Chrzanowski will
make students his {ull-time priori-
1y, a3 he leaves his position as pres-
ident of the Farmington Education
Assoclatlon in June. He plans to re-
turn to full-time twchlng this fall
and leave collective bargaining to
hls successor.

“I'm not leaving because I'm

tired of jt, or unhappy with it,” he
sald. "1 just did it and hépe I did a
good job.”

After a decade of labor peace
with Farmington Public Schools
and many night union meetings,
Chrzanowsk! sald he will also de-
vote more time (o his famlly and
their homo In the lakes area of

West ‘Township, He will
also be free to spend time at his
video buslness, of which he Is co-
owner,

“The plan is t0 go In and be a
full-time teacher and spend a llttle
more time with my wife and fami-
ly. Belng with them and sharing
time with them s important,” he
sald.

THE CHRZANOWSKI famlly is
particularly special because the
couple had tried for many years to

Please turnto Page ®

Sketch of rape suspect

sparks barrage of t_ip_s'

By Jelf Cotnts
siafl writer

The Oakland County Sheri{f's De-
partment bas recelved more than 50
tips after releasing a sketch of o sus-
pect sought In the March 5 rape and
armed robbery of an Independence
Township woman, rccording to Lt
John Taylor,

‘The sketch Friday was clrculated
to the media and police agencles,
sald Taylor, who' added um the
sketch may Jook as though the sus-
pect has sideburns, but he doesa't.

Taylor says thero aro similarities
between the caso and a seres of nine
soxual assaulls Jo  Blrmingham,
Bloomfleld Townchip, West Bloom-
fleld and Farmington Hills.

“It very well could be the same
person. We haven't ruled out that it's

nat our suspect. But we're not saying
it is either, rald Farmington Hills*
Pullce Chlel Willlam Dwyer. .

“The tips are coming from all
over, and not from any concentrated
aren,” Lt. Taylor aald,

Tips are belog disseminated to the,
appropriate local police depariment *
for follow-up.

THE SUSPECT In the Independ-
case is a white man, |

ence Township
about 28-35 years old, with a medl-
um build an tecedlnz halrline, Tay-
lor uld um man combs his brown

(o pawn jowelry taken
robbery. Authorities have a photo of

Ploase turn to Page 2

y try
en during the

Beef-up urged for housing rehab

George Roberts
rehab board member

Schools are
cautious about
new tax plan

By Cosoy Hans
staff writer

Local schoo) and business offlclals
‘are voleing cautious optimlsm about
a tax reform proposal passed by the
state Scnate last week.

The package, a modified version
of a proposal by Sen, Jack Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills, was approved by
the state Senate 26-8 with bipartisan
support.

It would cut property taxes, up the
state sales tax to 8 percent to cover
the difference, and earmark 12 per-
cent of the state budget for educa.
tlon. The measure has now moved to
the :wte House {or conslderation.

roposal has been nicknamed
un: “50/50 Plan" becaude the money
lost from reduced property taxes is
made up in increased sales tax,

“There's a lot to think about In it,”
sald Farmington school trustee Hel-
en Prutow, who sits on (he Oakland
Intermediate School District board.
“It's an Interesting package. I'm not
ready to endorse it, though.”

LEGISLATORS HAVE spent the
past year debating school fInance
and property tax reforms, and
Farmington deputy superintendent
Michael Flanagan believes they
have reached & measure,

Michael Flanagan
He's plcased, but. . .

“I'm very pleased with it,” he said,
“but that's conditional in that it
stays in ts fInal form.”

Flanagan Is concerned the portion
of money earmarked for education
In the Seuate bl will be left out in
the final version,

“1 always get worrled everyono
gels on the bandwagon, and In its fl-
nal form they take out a key provl-
sion like that,” he sald.

presuming little is changed.
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Voters to decide
reform proposal

By ‘I’Im Richard
statf writer

Some liked it. Some voted to put it
on the ballot 8o voters would have a
chance to choose. Somo think it's
doomed.

The Michigan Sepate last week
voted 26-8 to put a school tax reform
rgpoul on the ballot, It would cut

property taxes,
raise the sales tax and assign a big-
ger plcco of the state budget to

"It wu my resolution, modified,”
2aid Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington

. Hills, who said he spent much of the

can amendments
more tax relief.

“It now gives everybody some tax
relief. It's the only way-to do it
‘There is no distinetion between In-
and out-of-| !onnula school districts,
It's much cleaner,”

INLEG, hnzulgc. 1t's known aa
Senato “Jolot Resolution K. The 28
Yoo o B mecesoary 1o pt 1 on

wo- o ut it on
tha ballot. ey top

Suyport&g It buldu Faxon were

flve-hour debate lwdluz off Republl.
to give business

Doug Cruce, R-Troy; Richard Fes-
aler, R-Commerce; Robert Geake, R.
Northville; and George 2. Hart, D-
Dearborn.

Opposed was Rudy Nichols, R-
Waterford, original author of SJR K.
Nichols had his name taken off as
5pODsor.

Willlam Faust, D-Wananﬂ hld
an excused absence.

NICHOLS DOUBTS voters wul -
lixe the much-amended version o!
SJR K.'Key Ingredicnts:
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