By Brad Emons
stall writer

It was a dream scason far the
Redford Catholic Central
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team.

But that’s an understatement con-
sidering what the Shamrocks accom-
pl!ished during the 1987-88 cam-
paign.

Durlng the regular season, CC cap-
tured the Battle Creek Lakeview ln-
vllalloual Mcdlg:ltohln) Invitation-

iem

Toby Heaton
Redford CC

Tom Flores
Canton

Brian Hunt
Wayne

Grnnd R:lplds Union 1, CC

Invitational, Mount Clemens Invita-
tional and Catholle League Tourna-
ment.

In the post-scason, CC won district
and reglonal tourneys, capped off by
the state Ciass A leam champion-
shlp, an inaugural event put on by
the Michigan High School Athletic
Association,

Tn dual mects the Shamrocks went

0,

The Observerland Coach of the
Year Is Mlke Rodriguez, whe has
won scven state titles n 21 years.,

“This is one of the most talented
and balanced teams I've coached,”
he said. *It was a joy, even though I
persplred a lot of the time.”

Here Is the All-Area wrestllng
team as sclected by the coaches:

FIRST TEAM

Toby Haeaton, Radford CC, hoavy-
welght: The 6-foot-6, 250-pound senlor
is & two-1ime state champion. This season
ha won 10 of 11 toutnaments, losing only
onco In 67 matehes, a one-paint decision
to an Ohio prep.

During his four years he won 178
matches.

Heaton, an honer toll student, Is head-
od for Michigan State on a football schol-
arship, He was also an All-State football
player {tackle) who ted CC to the state
finals.

Tom Flores, Plymouth Canton, 88
pounds: The senlor compilad a record of
40-6 this senson, the most victorles aver
by a Canton wrostlet In ona season. Ho
was 83-33 as a prep.

Flores qualitied for the state meat after
winning 1he district and finishing fourth in
1ha seglonal. He was also Western Lakes
Activities Association champ,

“Tom had a great senior season and ho
will reach his potentlat in years to come i
ho foins a good callege program,” sald
Canton coach Rick Menoch. “He was our
most valuable wrostlor and leader.™

Brian Hunt, Wayne Memoarlal,

Mike Gentile
Redlord CC

Jay Helm
Redford CC

Matt Helm
Redford CC

Brendan Rock
Redford CC

Chris Hodrlgne‘z
Redford CC

Rob Matigian
John Glenn

gl 105: A senlor, Hunt fiished in in tha
Chris Lemu sk slate Class A Individual meet, He was 42-
Redford ccn i ;ﬁ":lrzpéec 5 this saason and went 100-23 during his

career.

He finished first in four tournaments, in-
cluding the Wotverine A League and dis-
teicts, Ho was also second in the region-

Hunt was tha lirst wrestler from Wayne
10 place at the s1ate meot in four years.

“Brian was a great leader that showed
an exceliont oxamplo fos tho younger
wrestiers 10 follow," said coach Jfim 2ol-
towskl,

Mike Gentlle, Redlord CC, 112;
Only a junior, Gontile posied a season

all-area wrestling
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Shamrocks lead way in wrestling

Rob Matlgian, Westland John
Glenn, 132: A junlor, Matigian won 46 of
51 matches. He finishod sixth in Class A,
and was {5t in bath the rogionat and
V/LAA meals. His coreet rocord fs 81-18.

Matigian 8150 copiured the Big Red ond
Focket invitationals. He was socond at
Southgate.

Said Glonn coach Tom Buckalew of ihe
two-tmo state qualitier: “Rob has always
oxhibiled @ special dedication 1o tho
spon.”

Brendan Rock, Redford CC, 138: -
A sanior, Rock won 178 maiches and lost -
only 31 during his four-yaar stint with the

tecord of 52-7, winning six tounaments,
inctuding 1he Calhohe League and region-
a. He was second in the districts

He is 8 Iwo-time state qualifier and
league champion.

For nis carcer, Gonlile is 130.22-3.

“He is an exceptionally talented young
man,” sald coach Mike Rodriguez.

Jay Helm, Redlord CC, 119: Tne
sophomore is one-hait of the talented
brother act (see bolow) . He compiied a
1ecord of §1-8 this season en route 1o slx
tournament tilles including 1ho district, te-
gional and Culholic League.

He i5 o two-time loague and district
champion.

Viith two years 1o go, Helm is only four
wins away from 100, He 15 96-23 overal).

Matl Helm, Redford CC, 126: A
unior. the three-year varsity petformer
wan nine of 11 toutnaments lhis season
entoule o a 53-2 record

He finshed second in Class A after win
ning the Catholic League. district and ro-
gional tournarents

The lulure appears brght for Helm,
who will probably wrestic ot 138 of 145
pOUNCS Neat $0ason.

- “Thia Is one of the ri

talented and balasnced
teams I've coached, }
was ajoy, even though’
1perspired a fot of the3:

DNR State Fairgrounds
8 Mile & Woodward e Detroit

.30% OFF =

This season he went 39-6
and took a second place in Class A. :

Ho finighed first in four big 1ournamenta:
Plymouth Salem Invilationa!, Cathoic
Loague, districs and regianals. .

“The highfight of my career was baing
on a state championship team.” Rock
aig. “'That will nover bg forgotton.

Chris Rodriguez, Redlord CC.
145: The juniot finished tourth in 1he stote
after winning the drsiricts Bnd rogionats,
He also caplured the Cathalic League
crown for the thirg siraight year,

His saason recard was 51-7. Mis caroer
mark 5 117-33-1,

The son of the CC coach also won tour-
naments at Pl ith Salarm and Mount
Clemens. He was 1hird at the tough Med:-
na (Ohio} Invitational. .

Stave Burllson, Plymouth Satem,
155: Just a sophomore, Butlison linished
the yoar with a 32-16 recotd, including 12
falis. He has 50 wins in iwd years.

Burkson was a stats qualiber and mem-
bet of Salem's tsam district champions.

Ha was ako first at the Norh Farming-
ton Invitational and third at the John
Glenn foutnament. He finishad fourth a1
both the districts and regionals.

Chvls Lemanski, Redford CC,
167: A senior with a 3.5 grade-point av-
e1ago, Lemanski enjoyad & bannot sea-
san, compiling 8 41-5-1 record,

He finished fitth in Ctass A atier winning
the districts and segionals. He aiso took
test 81 1he Plymouth Salem and Batile
Creek Lakeview toutneys.

During his uleor. the CC siandoul
amassad 126 wi

He aiso plays on the CC foctball and
lacrosse squads.

Ted Rieple, Fedford CC, 185 The
most improved wrestier on 1he team, Re-
ple tinished his senior yoar with a 48-12-1
record.

Allhough he did act place at 1he state
meat, Rioplo finished third al both 1he ro-
gionals and district tournaments.

Rreple was atso a member o1 CC's foot-
ballteam.

Lee Krueger, Redlord CC, 198:
Krueger won the Stale indvidual champi- -
onship as a junior, compiling an impres-
Sive 520500 16cord of 62-3-1.

Ho finished first in nine of 11 tourna-
meqls including the districts and Catholic

League. Krueger aiso won 1he prestigiout
Medina (Obio) tounament.

During his three years ho has compiled
on overall tocord of 134:24-1, He was
sixih In the state in 1987 and fourth in
Class A in 1986,

Also a member of CC's football team
&5 8 starting futback.
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