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At the top

What do horseback riding nnd the Chrysler-Mascrati convertible
have in common? Plenty, according to Alan Teitel, who has a list

of what's bot In retail on Page 5D.
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Holly Hunter and Willlam Hurt were nominated for best actress
and actor respectively and Albert Brooks as best supporting

actor In “Broadcast Nows,” which netted seven nominatlons in
all, including best picture.
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Michael Douglas garnered his best actor nomination for his
performance in “Wall Street,” while his co-star In “Fatal At-
teaction,” Glen Close, is in the running for best actress for her
performance in that movie.

Although Nicolas Cage didn't get the nod, Cher did for best
actress in “Maoonstruck,” which walked off with nominations in
threo of the four acting categories ag well as best picture,

For the rules and enlry form, turn to Page 4D.
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By Dan Grosnborg
spactal writor

More good movies premlered in
1987 than jn many a year. The rea-
son? It's simple, according to thls
lame expert, Hollywood is making
more movies than ever before.

Last year §50 fllms were produced
in the United States, one of the larg-
est tatals on record. So, I reason, l(§
pereent of the films in any gliven
year are great, 5 percent of a bigger
number means more good flims,

All this prognostication Is sup-

posed to help you dear readers with
the Observer & Eccentrie/AMC Os-
car contest and win a trip to Holly-
wood.
Those of you who have followed
my picks In past years know that my
help may not be the best in town.
Maybe you should look elsewhere for
assistance.

But a bad track record never
stopped me from glving counsel, so
here goes.

cep In mind as you pick the
wlnners that politics is the name of
the Holl game as members of
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Selences vote for Oscar winners.

The often-heard rumor that Splel-
berg never wins best director be-
cause he's come along too fast and
basn't paid his dues may be more
than rumor, It's possible that sbme
Academny members feel he's had too

won't glve him an Oscar,

That's foolish, considering hh
films are tops. But, then, what do I
know?

Another political slant: This year’s
Oscar nominations have a definite
forelgn flavor — and not just In the
best forelgn film category. Fourteen
of the 33 picks recelved by the five
best picture selections weat to two
British productions, “The Last Em.
peror” and “Hope and Glory."

ADDING TO that foreign flavor,
for the flrst time in Oscar history, no
Americans were nominated for best
director.

From the top, then, lor best ple-
ture, the cholces are “Broadcast
News,” “Fatal Attraction,” “Hope
and Glory,” “The Last Emperor”
and *Moonstruck.”

“The Last Emperor” heads the list
with nine nominations, giving a blx
hint as to the Academy's regard. Be.
sides best plcture, “Emperor” got
the nod for its director, Bernardo
Bertolucel who, along with Mark
Peloe, also was chosen for screen-
play adaptation.,

In addition, the film was tapped
for best cinematography, film edlt-
ing, original score, art direction, cos-
tume design and sonnd,

Al those nominations Indlcate
Academy members have a very posi-
tive feel for the film. On the other
hand, from nomlnation to victory s
a mky road. “Citizen Kane"”
recelved nine nominations but only
won one Oscar,

much success too quickly, 3o they measure.

Greenberg’s
favorite: He’s
‘Moonstruck’

“Hope and Glnry" also competes
for best director — John Boorman
- plus cinematography, score and
best sound.

“Fatal Attraction,” has five to its
credit — In addltion to best pleture,
Adrian Lyne for dlrector, Glen Close

as best actress, Anne Archer for sup-
portlng actress, screenplay ndapta-
tion and film ndltlng

“Broadcast News” recelved scven
nominations — best pleture, Whllam
Hurt as best actor, Holly Hunter as
best actress, Albert Brooks as sup-
porting actor, original scrcenplay,:
cinematography and film editing. - -

FINALLY, MY favorite and my
cholee for best plcture, “Moon-
struck,” which received six nods —
best plcture, Norman Jewison for
best director, Cher for best actress,
Vincent Gardenla for supporting ac-
tor, Olympla Dukakis for supporting
n::m and for best origlnal screen.
play.

Personally, I enjoyed “Moon-
struck” more than the other four
nominees with “Hope and Glory” a
very close second.

One looks for reasons to back up’
sentimental, personal cheices. I'm.
betting um “Emperor” will miss in;
this category, but pick up a number;
of its remalning eight nominations.

As far as “Fatal Attraction” goes,
it's not wise to sell short on a $150
milllon box offlce gross. Hollywood
loves success and dollars are the
easure. Of course, “Three Men and;

a Baby” has almost as much,
but didn't get a nod from the Ac:de-

Whlle 50 much money may :way
some volers, I can't go for a film
{“Fatal Mtncunn") that creates
sympathy for a character who disre-
gards his marital vows the minute
his wife leaves town — and does 50
with total disregard for AIDS nud
other prevalent sexual dlseases,

Besides, I thought the ending wn.s
phony and very unrealistie, Glen
Closs was strangled and drowned,
clearly dead, the flim's goal — syma-
pathy for the object of psychouc ag-
tack, Michae] Douglas and his family
- req\um that the wife, Anne Arch~
er, also has to have revenge.

While the public reaction, big hqx
office, Indicates audlences love it no
matter how contrived, this old- mr;
{oned guy says no.

“BROADCAST News" will gnmnr
tots of support but not enough, In my
dook, to overcome the high regaid
for Cher and the rest of "Mm
struck's” cast,

While “Broadcast News" lolped
“Moonstruck” with nominations jn
three of the four “people” categor-
les, acting — Hollywood and lhe
Acadnmy are lntensely personal; ==
but “Moonstruck” has far more notp-
ble supporting roles and its nlhhlc
appeal should help,

Most important of all "Moop-
struck” Is a celebration of life, "l‘é
me that counta more than an;

Besldes, it was a great movic! -'.’:

R.U. Syrius Karlos Bamey
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Q: Every March the dlsc jockeys play the same soogy —
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling” and wmetung aboat the swal-
lows coming back to Caplatrano. I know abott 5. Patrick's day,
but what's with the swallowa? Can we vislt Capistrano? P

A: It's a wonderful story that starts with the birds and cli-
maxes with a song called "whcn the Swallows Come Back to
Caplstrano,"

Travelers from all over the wnrld have been swarming to San
Juan Capistrano for years becausa all the Ingredients are there:
Spanish missions and pirates mixed with myth, color, legend .
and a litte Iriah blarney.

Tho birds camo first. They bave been ﬂylng for thousands of

- years from thelr winter homo Iy Argentina to thelr nesting sites.
Oll'l tho high seaside cliffs of what l.l now wmhw-tnm Califor~
nfa, | .
They g north wlm:
Amerlcn nnd when tho Spanish sent reluctant pld.m and con-
victed soldlers to bulld 21 Franciscan missions along the Pacif-
ic coast. That was the cheapest way to coldnles the area and
bring Christlanity to the coastal Indians,

. “The !ountnln in thn counynrd of
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San Juan Capistrano is a

good place to view tho swallows

durlnq their annuat viait to the hh
torle California landmark.
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