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Protessor
Dexter Cor-
nell (Dennis
Quaid) gets
help from
student Syd.
ney Fuller
{Meg Ryan}
in Touch-
stone Plc-
tures’
“D.0.A"

‘Portraits’ showcases South’s tradition of storytelling

By John Kllleen
special writor

The South has a long and honored
tradition of storytelling. As in many
areas of the country, the foundatlon
of thls traditlon had its roots in the
limited 1
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‘D.0.A.’ has too much syndrome

RECENT RELEASES
“D.0.A." (C-) {R) 100 minutes.
Professor of English Dexter Cor-
nell (Dennls Quaid) is poizoned and
has to track down hls killer to get
the antldote . , . I think.
slick cxcitement can't overcome
slow start, cnough plot |

tions for two years of “Dynasty” and
too many loose ends,

STILL PLAYING:
“Action Jackson” (C) (R) 80 min.

cs.

Actlon movie set in Detrolt pits
police Sgt. “Action” Jackson (Carl
Weathers) against corrupt auto mag-
pate. Vanity is the sexy singer
caught between them and an abun-
dance of drugs, violence and wild
car chases in Lhis predictable flim.

“Au Revolr Les Enfaots” (“Good-
by Children”) (Ax) (PG) 103 min-

utes.

Louis Malle's (“Atlantic Clty") In-
tensely personal memorles of the
Hotocaust ls Oscar-nominated as
Best Forelgn-Language Film. In
1944 three young Jewish boys were
hidden from the Gestapo at the Cath-
olic school Malle attended near Fon-
tainebleau. Malle's quiet fllm of
schoolboy lfe s all the more signlll-
cant in the way its understatement
emphasizes the Nazl horror without
rhetorle or bombast. Superb perfor-
tnances, At the Detroit Film The-
ater, Detroit Institute of Arts for
eight weekend performances March
25-27, 1988,

"Batterfes Not Included” (C+)
(PG) 100 minutes. .

Spielberg’s Jatest release features
extraterrestrials plus Jesslca Tandy
and Hume Cronyn as an eldetly cou-
ple who, along with several others,
face evictlon {rom thelr beloved city
apartment bulldlng. Unusual rela-
tlonship develops between the et's
and the humans. Too bland d.uplls

\, - the movies Grading the movies

This is truly a beautiful movle. It's
flited with laughter and tears and all
the joys of life. Cher is magnlficent
as a_ 37-year-old Italian widow in
Brooklyn about to remarry. She's
terrific and Nlcolas Cage, Vincent
Gardenta and Danny Alello are great
in this pure distitlatlon of the Ameri-
can ethnic shtick, If you only have
one movie tosee. . .

“School Daze" (D) (R) 120 minutes,
Director-Wriler Splke Lee (“She's
Got'ta Have 1t") trles to do It all In
two hours with a comic-spoof-satlre-
musical mockery of black college
life. He also tries Lo shirt-tackie

nightmare at the hands of a psychot-
Je woman {Glenn Close) in this
suspenseful tliriller, Reviewed by
Kathy Guyor.

{Scbastian Rice Edwards). Sarah
Miles is his mother and the rest of
the cast, although locally unknown,
are superd, In particular Ian Bannen,
as the crabby and cantankerous, but

“Frantic” (B) (R) 110 minutes,

Mrs. Walker (Betty Buckley) Is ab-
ducted upon arrival in Paris and ber
husband, Dr. Rlchard Walker (Harri-
son Ford), chases her kidnappers
with help from hippie-smuggler Mi-
chelle (Emmanluelle Seigner). Trile
old story but well-told in an exciting
entertalnment.

“Good Morning Vietnam” (A) (R)
120 minutes. ,

Non-stop Robln Willlams at his
very best as Armed Forces Radlo
DJ. in Vietnam. Willlams' comlc
4 s in

loving Don't miss It

“Ironweed” (B) (R) 140 minutes.

The down-and-out world of an ag-
Ing alcoholic (Jack Nicholson) closes
In and crumbles as ghosts from
past surface and friends fade. Meryl
Streep and Tom Walts bolster the.
cast In this potent story of life
turned sour, Reviewed by Jeff Li-
imatta.

“The Last Emperor” (A-) (PG-18)
125 minutes,
's stunning

for
hls style is perfect com-

some seenes
by Jeff Liimatta.

“Broadcast News” (A-) (R) 135
minutes,

Entertaining and well-done, albelt
contrived, story of life In the net-
work news fast lane, Holly Hunter,
Albert Brooks and Willlam Hurt re-
vel in all the glitz and sham of con-
temporary newscasting. It makes
you wonder about “film at 11.”

“Cry Freedom” (A) (PG) 154 min-
utes.
Flne, evocative, thoughtful pres.

entation. True story of white South
African journalist Donald Woods

" {Kevin Kllne), who became commit-

ed to the Black Consclousness

ment on war's madness and cbscenl-

“Hairspray' (C-) (PG) 88 minutes.

. Tasteless parody of teenage life In
Baltimore during the early '80s cen-
ters on local TV dance show. Dance

uences are interesting, but over-
all effect would have been more ap-
pealing without Introducing subject

presentation of the eplc tale of Chi-
na's last emperor, Pu Yi. Atage 3 he
came to the throne three years be-
fore Sun Yat Sen's 1911 revolutlon.
His fascinating story of survival
through two world wars and Mao's
Communist takeover of malnland
China Is a fine historical lesson and a
gripping drama of human courage.

“Masqaerade” (F) (R} 95 minutes.
)i story of heiress

of racal p More
than funny. Reviewed by Mary Ca-
sey.

“Hope and Glory" (Ax) (R) 120

nutes.
An absolutely charming and mar-
velous two hours of World War If in

I
Movement through his

books missed .

or forgotten

pp
avallable to the earfiest settlers
there.

‘The need to pass on orally, instead
of in writing, the storles and histo-
rles of the reglon also allowed the
“development of a rich and varied use
of language. Words were savored
and nurtured. Nuance was explored
to Its fullest. Time was glven to de-
velop the complete story.

In 1984, the Lyndhurst Foundatlon
gave the Center for Documentary
Photography at Duke University a
grant for the development of a five-
book series on the South. One stipula-
tlon was that the written word must
be glven equal weight along with
phulogrnphy.
2 The first of the series was pub-
Jished last year, “A World Un-
.suspected:  Portralts of Southern
:Childhood,” cdited by Alex Harris
{University of North Carolina Preas,
1$6.95).

. THERE ARE many people who,
;at this point, are thinking that the
+last thing one needs Is another book
‘about the South, or by Southern writ-
Jers. The best of reglonal writing,
however, is reglonal only in the set-
‘ting or in the geography of the au-
thor. It has the ability to transcend
.Jocation and speak to the universal.

That s the attraction In all good-

writlng, And this 13 some of the fin-
. est writing to come along in a long
+ time. .
Harris sct out to read up on the
works of younger Southern authors.
People who have not been read by an
entire generatlon of readers, Newer

voices speaking in an older tradition.

Eventually, 11 wrlters were se-
lected — Sheila Bosworth, Robb
Forman Dew, Barry Hannah,
Josephine Humphreys, James Alan
McPherson, Bobbie Ann Mason, T.R.
Pearson, Padgett Powell, Dave
Smith, Ellease Southerland and Al
Young.

Some of the authors may be famil-
far to readers. Others may be un-
kniown. They represent a wide range
of writing, from [lction to poetry to
essays to scripts. However, thelr
work for this velume s non-fiction.

For a few of them, it is a venue
they had not explored before. The
freshness in their work is a treat,

‘They were asked to submit family
snapshots from their childhood atong
with a prose piece, The photographs
are the starting points for their jour-
neys. The writings are the journals
of those trips.

PADGETT POWELL, in his piece,
“Hitting Back,” said, “One's person-
al history, it seems dangerously ob-
vious to me, is ordered preclsely asa
drawer of famlly snapshots, It is not
ordered; it is lost. It 13 illogically du.
plicate . , . it Is finally random. To
reccount & history, you open &
drawer.” .

All authors dug decp into that
drawer, Not all of the historles are
pleasant. Shella Bosworth's “Didn't
Mean Goodbye'" tells of tho last time
she saw her uncle, Jamie, before his
death from a braln tumor. However
sad the piceo Is, there Is o warmth

and gentleness about it that one
brings to certaln memories,

James Alan McPherson writes
lovingly of his father in his plece,
“Golng Up to Atlanta,” The man was
a master at belng an electriclan and,

ause, he was black, was never

ALL ARCUND THE TOWN.

AllTime £ limousine

England through the eyes and from
the point of six-y 1d Bilt

granted a master’s license. He was
never to reach his goal of golug up to
Atlanta and having his own shop.

* The baitle he silently waged
caused his son to hate him. Years
and experiences later, McPherson
wrote: * ... I found that I bhad
learned, emotionally, every previ-
ously hidden dimension of my fa-
ther's life. T love him now for what
he had to endure.”

FOR THE sake of space, not all
the pieces can be covered here. That
Is not to say that any of them is
unworthy of notice or praise. “A
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SHORT TERM THERAPY

(Meg Tilly) and three fellows after
her money. One of them ls Rob
Lowe, but even his visage

p but, at best, thls poorly
produced {lim Is a slap in the face to
both institutions, particularly the
student bedy. Reviewed by Jeff Li-
imatta. .

“The Serpent and the Rainbow'

American working for pharma-
ceutical firm Investigates man lo
Halti who revived after 10 years in
the grave. Weak storyline and poor
acting comblned with macabre im.
ages make this hard to watch. Not
recommended for the faint-hearted.
Reviewed by Mary Casey.

Ep A+] Top mdrks - sure to please
aslonal . Dan A | Closebehind- excefient
¢ Greenberg [ st running for lop honors
with the movement's leader, Steve
Biko (Dengel B+ Pretty good sluff, not perfect
g;n;n%cr;lndlb? di&r‘fct(m“l; hﬁl}r B | Good .
- Richa ttenborou; “Gandhi"),
but the film is ;:urlmuly “eool” and | B- | Goodbut notable deficiencles
.:?,%M, or sucha C+| Justacutaboveaverage
o il o e
ohn Huston's last film is super] X
chavactersation of & turmof.th C- | Notsohotand slipplng fast
tury Irish family. Based on James | D4 | Tha very bestof the poor stulf
Joyce's story of the same name from
“The Dubliners.” Warm, evocative | D | Poor :
camera work and Huston's fine dl-
rection make this a lovely D- | Itdoesnt get much worse
‘moment. F | Trlyawiul - O®).
rFatal Attraction” (A) (R) 110 |7 | Resarved for the coossally bad
Milchael Douglas, family man, and | * “| No sdvanced screening
his one-night stand that turns lato a

“She's Having a Baby” (B) {(PG-13}
105 minutes,

Entertaining, slice-of-life comedy
starring Kevin Bacon and Elizabeth
McGovern. Bacon, the would-be-
writer, narrates slory (rom wedding
day to birth of thelr baby. Couple en-
dures matrimeny and maternity, ul-
timately remembering what's really
important .In Jife. Reviewed by
Mary Casey.

“Shoot to KUII" (B ) (R) 100 min-

s, .

This grippling fiim Is marred by a
few Inconsistencies at (he end, but
should hold you to your seat as FBI
agent Sidney Poltler and his faithful
moun ide (Tom Berenger)
track a killer whose hostage (Kirstie
M{ny) Jjust happens to be Berenger's
gal.

“Switching Cbaonels” (B-) (PG}
110 minutes.

Modernized remake of “The Front
Page.” This time il's cable news net-
work reporter (Kathleen Turner) and
her ex-husband (Burt Reynolds) as

can't save this fliim from reaching a
record low in dullness, It Is 50 boring

“Moonstruck” (A x) (PG) 102 min-
utes.

World Unsuspected" 13 as fine a book
as one is likely to discover. It has
warmith and truth and richness and,

news edltor. Henry Gibson Is excel-
lent as escaped killer, but fiim's sa-
tirle view of newspeople Is over-
drawn and it regularly loses itself in
an uneven flow. Some good comedy, &
but. .. it

back into time and agaln, It is a joy
to have a well made, well written
and reasonably priced book. One can
o

most of all, the shared of
growing older and wiser.
For those who keep books to dip

only awailt f
the remaining four volumes in (his
series.

You want it - we've got il!
Fitness and family fun all year
long in the climate-controlfed
comfort of Best Western
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