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The cllff swallows were cer-
talnly bultding heir cone-shaped
adobe nests out of Lwigs and river
mud when Father Junipero Serra
built Mission San Juan Capilstra.
no out of twigs and adobe mud in
1776, but the colonists on the At-
lantlc const were 100 busy with
the Amerlean Revalutlon to no-

tice.

Swallows like high eaves even
better than high cliffs, so the
birds were nesting beside misslon
roofs when the great events of the
day were taking place — When
the great stone church was com-
pleted In 1806, after nine years of
hard labor, and when an earth-
quake knocked it down slx years
later. When Mexico gained its in
dependence from Spain and the
mission system began to crumble,
When Caiifornla became part of
the United States and the Califor-
nla gotd rush began.

THEY WERE therc, but no-
bady really notleed until a priest
called Father St. John O'Sullivan
came along In 1910 and declded
1o dedleate the rest of his life to-
restoring Mission San Juan Capis-
trano.

1t took a Jot of moncy to rebulld
the gardens, fountalns and walke
ways, 5o the fund-raiser in him

Birds, tourist flock t

responded when the newspapers
notlced a curious fact — Lhe
swallows usually came back to
Capistrano about March 19, St.
Joseph's Day and Father Sulli-
van's birthday. *

All of which sct the stage for
the morning in 1939 when
songwriter Leon Rene heard a ra-
dlo announcer say that the swal-
lows were on Lhelr way back to
Caplstrano. A song was born and
Missfon San Juan Caplstrano was
on the tourist map for good.

As you say, the disc Jockeys
play the song every March, Sure,
and It wouldn't surprise me, Il
Father St. John O'Sullivan cele-
brated St. Patrick’s Day and the
swallows every year during the
same week!

The swallows hadn't returned
to Caplstrano when I vislted the
misslon this winter, although
there were clouds of pigeons sit-
ting on the old roof tiles, making
silhouettes beside the old church
beils and flying over the remalns
of the old stone church, which
still dominales the front court
yard.

Today, you enler the mission
through a gate on a town street,
fut the old Spanish mission archl-
tecture is still there alter 212
years, wrapped now in wonnder-
ful old trees, fountains and rose
gardens.

O mission

Wander (he pathways Into a
second large courtyard, where
the adobe bricks were once made,
and you sce several old bulldings
set amid the fountnins and flo-
wers, The most important s the
tiny Serra Chapel, where Mass
has been.sald every day since
1776.

A GLORIOUS floor-to-ceiling
altar covers one wall of the chap- |
el in gold. It provides one of the
many colorful stories that bave
been told and retold at the mis-
slon over the years. When the 300-
year-old altar from Barcelona,
originally destined for the Los
Angeles Cathedral, was sent to
Capistrano at Father O'Sulllvan's
request, ‘it arrived in 395 pleces,
packed in 10 crates, with no in-
structions!

The swallows will be at San
Juan Capistrano until Oct. 28, St.
John's Day, when, tradition says,
they go south. Entrance fee is $2
for adults and 50 cents for chil-
dren, A tour of the misslon can be
rented on tape for 75 cents.

For more informatlon, contact
the Misslon Visitor Center, 31882
Camino Caplstrano, Suite 218,
San Juan Caplstrano, Calif. 92675,
Fot the rest of Orange County,
write the Anahelm Arca Conven-
tlon and Visitors Burcau, 800 W.
Katella Ave., P.O. Box 4270, Ana-
helm, Calif. 92803.

¢

A free ball altracts a crowd. Schoolcraft's Lisa
Grittin (left) and Jennifer Bethart (middle) and

RICK SMITH/stat pholographor

Livonia Hawks' Marcie Hart close in on this
one.

In contention

Indoor soccer carves out own niche

By C.J. Risnk
statt writer

When the drabness of winter, the blackened snow
and barren trees is replaced by the sprouting green of
spring, spirits naturally soar.

Why? Because bascball season has arrived.

When the leaves are metamorphisized once again,
this time fnto the briiliant reds and yellows and
oranges of fall, Saturday afternoons become a week's
focal polnt.

Foolball, with its entourage of tailgate partles and
betting peols, has taken command.

And when that first soft, white blanket of snow car-
pets the landscape, It brings with it another message,

Move indoors — it's time for hockey and basketball,

EACI SPORT, a season. There is overlap, of course,
But for the most part, sparts are identilied with a cer-
tain time of year.

. Soccer has thirsted for an audience like those com-
manded by baseball, footha)l, hockey and basketball,
But the king of sports worldwlde remains secondary tn
the United States. One reason could be its lack of sea-
donal identity.

1 When Is soceer played? In Michigan high schools,
\girls play In the spring and boys play in the fall. Then
*both join club teams for the summer.

b Attempts to peg soccer with a single season have
\falled. Or maybe never really tried. And with the ad-
‘vent of a new variation of soccer — indoors, on a
ssmaller field — perhaps It never will be.
+ Indoor soccer has blossomed into a sport with a stat-
ture all its own in the last decade, To be sure, it is a
:dxrccl descendent of the 11-man game so popular on
every other continent.

: BUT INDOOR soccer cannot be lumped together
.with other sports that attempt to stretch year round,
ilike basketball or hockey or (arena) football. Indoor
-soccer has accomplished something other major sports
«have not.

 White varlations of other sports act merely as a
‘bridge between seasons, indoor soccer has evolved into
+something more. The indoor verslon of the game Is
iindeed more popular than its outdoor ancestor, And
inoting Americans penchant for actlon, it wilt probably
{remain that way.

i Professlonal outdoor soccer has long since dled; the
iindoor pro clreult, however, is stlll allve and kicking.

: “The skills are the same,” sald Nick 0'Shea, com-
;paring the Lwo. “But the strategy is totally dlfferent
:Indoors. With less players, there’s more room to oper-
iate” .

| O'Shea, a Livonla natlve who coaches glrls outdoor
iteams at Schoolcraft College and Livonia Churchill,
i played outdoor soccer at Oakland University and, lat-
ier, for pro Indoor tcams In Kalamazoo and Toledo. He
_carrently plays indoor under the dome at the Canton
Softball Center.

1 GAME TIME for O'Shea's team — whlch also {ea-
«tures Marty Hagen, another OU grad (from Troy
1Athens);, Gary Mexicotte, a Livonia Stevensen alum
1now at Bowling Green State; Wally Barrett, Southe
i{letd’s boys coach; and Bobby Neumann from School-
+eraft Collcge —- 13 10 p.m. Sunday nights.

¢ Canton s one of five indoor facilities in the metro-
+politan Detrolt area, Others are Total Soccer, which
‘has two locatlons — one In Farmington Hills and an-
1other in Royal Oak; Square Lake in Bloomficld Hills;
,and Lakeshore in St. Clalr Shores.

+ Two former Detrolt Express players, Brian Tinnlon
tand Gus Molfatt, and Redford Cathollc Central coach
‘Paul Sclcluna are co-owners of Total Soccer. The
Farmington HIils arena opened five years ago as Four
Seasons Soccer, Before being restructured for indoor
1soccer, the facillty was South Downs Tennls Club,

3 Tinnlon was flrst exposed to indoor soccer when he
played in England. Although similar, the English-style
wngoor game had waist-high fences and goals, instead
«af the ‘hockey-style boards that surround fields here,
R

. (

‘Five years ago we had 250 teams
playing in leagues. This year we
have close to 400.’
— 8rian Tinnion,
Total Soccer

THE AMERICAN-BRAND of indoor soccer was In-
troduced alter an exhibition featuring U.S. all-stars
against a Russian team in Philadelphla in 1977. Earl
Foreman was one of those in altendance, and it in-
spired him. He became one of the founding fathers of
the Major Indoor Soccer League, and served as its first
commissioner.

The sport has grown, slowly but steadily, in the last
decade,

“Five years ago,” said Tinnfon, “we had 250 teams
playing In leagues. This year, we have closc to 400"

And five years ago there was just ene facility, com-
pared with five currently.

The indoor scason starts in the fall and lasts until
spring. Total Soccer operates about eight hours each
weekday; on weekends, with kids out of school, doors
open Saturday at 7 a.m. and don't close until 2 am.
Sunday, then reopen again at 7 a.m. Games last one
hour, by running clock,

There are as many contrasts ag there are Likenesses
when comparing Indoor with outdoor. Indoor resem-
bles hockey with a ball: six on a side (including the
goatle), played on artlficial turf surrounded by hockey
boards. Like hockey, in indoor players are shuttled in
and out of the game in shifts, unitke outdoor, which is
slower-paced but requires players to run further and
for longer stretches,

THE INDOOR GAME also acceniuates talented
players.

“I{ you have skill, it shows,” said Lisa Griffin,
O'Shea’s assistant coach at SC and a player on SC's
women's indoor team. “Dribbling skills stand out here.
And one thing playing indoor, If you make a mistake,
you §on't dwell on it. The play comes back to you too
fast.”

Jennlfer Flowers, SC's most valuable forward at the
NJICAA outdoor tournament (a champlonship captured
by the Lady Ocelots), is Jike many soccer zealots.

“1 llke outdoor better,” she said. “You get tired fast-
er (Indoor), And it's much faster-paced.”

But Flowers dld agree with Gritfin.

“Indoor takes more skill,” she said. “You can telt an
unskilled player here easier.”

Which is why the “more well-rounded players” com-
pete In Indoor leagues, according to O'Shea. And that's
what indoor soccer is aimed at, sald Tinnion.

“THE ADVANTAGE of Indoor saccer ls, five years
ago the national team conslsted of players from places
like California, Texas, Florida — where the weather
was warm year round,” he sald. “In Michigan, a kid
could play only In the spring or summer.

“If a kid is golng to play on a natlonal level, he has
to play year round. Indoot soccer has grown tremen-
dously in the laat 10 years, and it will keep growlng.
1t's (he only way (for a player) to Improve.” 4

What both Tinnion and O'Shea are hoping for Is a
backlash, Indoor soccer was hatched from the outdoor
game. Can the reverse bo as successful?

“We need a professional outdoor Jeague back, If the
US. is ever going to compete internationaily,”
claimed Tinnlon.

0'Shea agreed, and saw hope on the horizon.

“On June 30, they’re going to announce if tho US.
gets to host the World Cup in 1994, ho sald. "1f we do,
people will go crazy.”

That could lead ta a popularity explosion for soccer
-- and & business boom for indoor arenas everywhere.

Soccer could become the sport for all scasons.
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WOVEN SHIRTS

Short sleava shirts in poly/cotton

blend. Severa! potterns

=V

colors,
Sizes 5-XL. After ad 19.99-22.99

GUYS’ JACKETS

REAL JEANS

7 ;‘1 _. 553!

LIFE

WHITEWASHED

15.99

Qur entire stock of 100% cotlon jackets in

sizes 38-48

indigo, block or groy, 100%
cotton, Waoisl sizos 29 38,

WHITEWASHED JEANS

Lovi's* rlnol front whilswashed danim

joans of 100% cotton. Trouser
stylo, Waist sizes 29-36.
Reg. 36.99-40.99

& (SI-XLi Prewoshed
sty 28% P
' PREWASHED JEANS

Lavi's siroight leg denim jeans in

Sizes 3-13

Reg. 34.99-39.99

900 SERIES JEANS ™
The latest lock in jeans. Made of 100%
cotton denim. Junior sizes

3-13. Rog. 39.9%

DARK TWIST JEANS

The nowast in dark donim, 100% cotton.
Zip'ankle or relaxed styles.

29.99

19.99 GIRLS DENIM SKIRTS

29.99

STUDENTS’ COLORED JEANS

Choose from 5 pocket stonewashed, indigo,

white, black, groy & more.
Waist sizos 25-30,
Rog. 26.99

« WESTLAND MALL
+ON THE CONCOURSE IN MEIJER
NEXT TO MEIJER ON
N CENTER
+PARDEE AT EUREKA IN TAYLOR

+FORD ROAD AT CANTO!

Our entire selection of 100% cotton
denim skirts, Great
styles for girls.

" 35% st

Prices good thru Saturday, March 26, 1988

Viso* & Master Card* walcome

19.99

Sagebrush
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