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School bond bid may cover more projects

By Casay Hans
statt writor

A [all bond Issue sceking money
for a new clementary school may
ask Farmington-area voters te ap-
prove additional projects.

School olficials say they may re-
quest additlanal money for building
improvenents, although such a mea-
sure has not yet been approved by
the school board,

© Application has been made 10 hold

Senate

Continued from Paga 1

® Schoo) operating property tax-
es woukl no longer be based on as-
sessments of 50 percent of market
value. Instead, residential taxes
would be based on 25 percent of
market value and business taxes on
35 percent. For homeowners, it
would be a 50 percent cut.

(Other property taxes — city,
townshlp, ceunty, communlty col-
fege, school bond, ete. — wauld con-
tinue (o be based on 50 percent of
market value.)

¢ The sales tax would go up to §
percent, from the current 4 pereent,

a bond clection In the fall, asking
vaters for approval to build a new
elementary school on the districl's
west side.

“Some people have thls feeling
that we're dolng all these wonderful
things for the west side of the dis-
trict,” sald Graham

building necds would not be Ignored
as the distrlet planned for & new ele-
mentary.

“It's been In the tatking stage. . .
to look at all of our schools,” she
sald. “The bonding will probably in.
clude funding for renovating all

tes.

Lewls. "In every part of the district,
there's work to be done.”

Trustee Susan Rennels raised the
issue at a public meeting Tuesday,
reassuring parents their indlvidual

CHANGES WERE also recom-
mended for other buildings, specifi-
cally Farmington High School,
where ground will be broken this

summer for a new media center that
wlll cost between $800,000 and $1

sars,
The recommended building im-
come from a list com-

mllllen. The came
from deputy superintendent Michael
Flanagan, who said, *long-range im-
provements relating to media should
not be Implemented without other
changes in the school.”

Constructlon of the actual media
center will be done through the dls-
trict’s Capltal Improvement Fund,
with money obtained from the 1985
sale of school property to Little Cac-

plled aver the past several years, de-
talling more than $10 militen ln
needed physlcal improvements in all
school buildings. The survey was
donc with bullding princlpals and su-
pervisors, who gathered needs from
thelr stalf members, Several milllon
dollars has already been budgeted
through the general fund to handle
some of the needs.

puts reform proposal on ballot

® A greater chunk of the state
budget would go to schools — 12 per-
cent instead of 10.7 percent.

In an unusual step, the Senate set
no clection date, A Senate staff
member sald nearly all such elec.
tions are in November, which sena-
tors prefer, but House leaders prefer
the August primary. Gov. James J.
Blanchard also wants it on the Aug.
2 ballot to give schools time to plan
budgets based on the results,

“AS CITIZENS hear about It,
they'li realize it's a net tax increase
of $130 mllllon,” said Nichols. “The

property tax is reduced, but the sales
tax is increased.”

Under the new federal Income tax
law, he salg, the sales tax is no long-
er deductible from taxable income,
although praperty taxes still are.

Nlchols' third objectlon is that a 1
percent sales tax increase would
stand a better chance of voter ap-
proval than the proposed 2 percent.

His fourth objection is that the
plan fails to address the problem of
wide variations between scheol dls-
trlcts In per-pupil spending.

“But at least we got (he ball roll-
ing = that’s the silver lining. (House

Speaker Gary) Owen thought we'd

started somcthing,” Nichols said,
The proposal now is in a House com.
miltee.

OTHERS THOUGHT just the op-
posite about the lack of a solution to
the per-pupil spending problem,

Faxon sald earlier reform propos-
als did nothing to help out-ol-for-
muta school districts (those with
high property tax bases recelving no
state appropriatlons). “This glves ev-
crybody tax relief,” he said.

Geake, the Northville Republlean
whose dlistrict includes Livonia,

Schools are cautious about tax plan

Continued from Pago 1

As It reads, u\e Sunnte proposnl
would be a

to have to be made,” she said.
What frightens school officials,
Prutow sald, is that reform will

for Farmington schoals. Flanagan
said. “It only works i they guaran-
tec us what we carrently get.

“In present form, It's great.”

FARMINGTON SCHOOL offl-
cials, especially Flanagan, have tak-
en a realistle Jook at school finance
reform during the past year. The
deputy superintendent has repeated-
ly warned that equity In school
finance reform is coming, “whether
it's legislated, or done through the
courts.”

Prutow concurs. “We're golng 1o
have to face It — changes are going

foree education cverywhere to be-
come “mediocre.”

“They're starting to address the
quality (In cducation) issue,” she
added.

FINANCE REFORM Is meant to
equalize the dollars spent on each
chlld in Michtgan. In high property
tax districts such as Farmington, lit-
tle state ald is recelved because they
are outside of formula parameters
for state ald. Most of Farmington's
school financing comes from local
property taxes.

Many of these taxes come from

Farmil
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the business community. Under the
Scnate proposal, both business and
residential property owners would
recelve tax rellef, Commercial prop-
ertles would be assessed on 35 per-
cent of thelr value; residential prop-
ertles at 25 percent. They are cur-
rently assessed at 50 percent.

Jonathan Grant, presldent of the
Farmington/Farmingten HIills
Chamber of Commerce, recently at-
tended the Governor's Conference on
Smal} Businesses in his role as a lo-
cal business owner.

1f the issues discussed are any in-
dicatlon, the proposal may receive
support from the business communi-

Property tax reform was one of
the maln Issues discussed, he said.

IF PROPERTY taxes are cut, “‘we
know the revenues have to come
from somewhere,” Grant added,
“and the Increasc to the sales tax
was a very possible vehicle, We
didn't get Into the specilics of how to
doit.”

State Rep. Wilbur Brotherton, R
Farmington, sald the Senate propos-
al “has some merit” but he does not
belleve it will pass the House in its
current form.

“We're golng to tinker around with
it; I don't know how It will come
out,” he added.

Brotherton also sald he doubls vot-
ers would pass a two-cent sales tax
increase,
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Plymouth, Canton and Redford,
voted yes even though “iU's nol a
good proposal. But people should
have the right to vote and decide.”

Out-of-formula dlistricts such as
leunln and South Redford have
“nothing to galn,” In Geake's view.
“Plymouth-Canton, Clarenceville
and Redford Unlen probably would
beneflt in thelr school budgets.”

Geake recalled voters rejected
three earlier proposals to shift from
property taxes to sales or other tax-
es. He agreed that the state sales tax
wouldn't be deductible under the fed-
eral income tax law.

Geake sald one good effect of the
sales tax increase was that “a cer-
tain percentage will be pald by non-
resldents, but we don't know how
much.”

MOST ENTHUSIASTIC was
Cruce, whose dlstrict includes Bir-
mlnghnm as well as Troy.

“In my district, there have been
significant Increases in assessments,
‘That (SJR K) is a helty property tax
decrease,” he said,

By Cruce's calculations, a house-
hold with 2 $3,000 total property tax
bill would sce a savings of $1,000.
With a $50,000 houschold Income, it
would spend $15,000 on ltems sub-
ject to the sales tax, A 2 percent

H
Eastor

“WE'RE NO longer a new com-
munlty,” sald Lewls. "It's no longer
.  roof that leaks. IU's poor dralnage,
lmlngs you can't sce. They're things
yn\l can't cover with paint anymore,

“Wc't‘iln_l do uml out of our budg-
ot.’

Lewls sald l!”'nny bullding adul-
ttons become necmary..lhe district
may also request money fo fol Hhstc on
the fall bond issue.

Sen. Jack Faxon
cleaner plan

sales tax rate hike would cost (hnl
houschold $300.

Even allowing for federal taxes,
Cruce sald, such a houschold would
see a tax break under SJR K.

“It's a very good proposal to ac-
complish the objcctives we set —
lower property taxes, a change In
the method to fund public educatlon,
and closing the gap from district 10
distriet,” Cruce sald.

Fessler, whose dlstrict includes
West Bloomfield and the Bloemficld
area, and Hart, whose district In-
cludes Garden City, coulda’t be
reached for comment.

in For Our
rab Bag Speci,

YOIJ r Cholce of

‘THE PERM WORKB
Dwm wl% your choice

8ry & curl of roder sat.

|}
§ 5331044

orHAIR 8ET WORKS
a0

maso. cangliionsr 4

Amuwmm-‘z 00 cur or rolter set.
Expiras 4-1,
21118 7Mlie Rd&z Blockl West ol Inkmer"

L- ---------- - - -

8450 f

When we goaway on
vacation, mom prefers ks
tostay ata HCR Bealtheare
Center, She receivesthe
medical attentlon she needs,
visits other residents,
and feels secure and
comfortable.

Ifsomeone you Jove
needsshort-term
nursingeare, visit 7
the HCR Center
closest tayou s
find outhow both ¢
of you can enjoy
better vacations,

Call for
reservations
today!

20270 Morlock

Livonia, MI 48152
476-0650

University Convalescent
& Nursing Home

28650 Five Mile Road
Livonia, M148154
427-8270

Dorvin Convalescent Center

4

“This year we’re |

taking separate

Plymouth Court
Health Center

105 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, MI 48170
45656-0610

HCR

NOT JUST A BODY BUILDING GYM
NOT A SOCIAL CLUB

BUT A TOTAL Fitneas Empine

JOIN FOR ONE YEAR
2490 peg vonTH

eer6 MONTHS FREE

NAUTILUS

AEROBICS WHIRLPOO!
UNIVERSAL SWIMMING POOL AEROB[CYCLLE
BODY MASTER STEAM SAUNA COMPUTER ROW
OLYMPIC FREEWEIGHT  ARIZONA SAUNA TANNING

OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 1, 1988

427-7300
17235 MIDDLEBELT
(ONE BLOCK NORTH OF 6 MILE)

COMPLETE CO-ED
FACILITIES
MON-FAI 7AM-10PM
SAT 8AM-4PM




