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Businesses hit state costs, competition

By Tim Rlchard 4
statl writor '

Small-buslness owners —i known
as “job providers” to }i—publlcan
— fear st
paid leaves for childhisth and state
competition ong the top
threats to thelr's .
Michjgan's’ freduct tlabitity laws
and the dHﬁC ¥ of raising capltal
were pexl the list of eight Qak-
| ‘Cadtfy men and women who
ked Friday to a House GOP task
/ {arce on jobs and competition.
“We're taking time to get out of
Lansing and hear from the job pro-
viders,” said Rep. Gordon Sparks, R-
Troy, who ehalred the 90-minute
hearing in the Troy public llbrary.
By working around the blpartisan
committee structure, minority Re-
publicans hope to have a stronger in-
fluence on the House agenda, he said.

SMALL-BUSINESS owners partle-
ularly blistered House Bl 4504 to
require employers to provide pald
leave to parents fer childblrth or
adaption.

“I can't replace anyone for 18
weeks," sald Patricla Lewis, chief
cxecutlve of the family-run Berkley
Screw Machine Products in Roches-
ter Hills. Her 38 employes are al-
most all technical men.

“What do I say to my customer
who asks 'Where are my parts? Dol
say 'They’re off on parental leave'? I
don’t know how long I can stay in

Rep. Gordon Sparks
task force chief

business if they have mandated
parental Jeave,” Lewis sald,

Rep. David Honlgman, R-West
Bloomfleld, asked if there weren't a
Kelly Services for Industrial work-
ers. "No — not for screw-machine
men," Lewls replied.

Ed Powers, K mart’s manager of
governmentat relations in Its Troy
world headquarters, sald parental
leave would set “a dangerous pre-
cedent.”

The bill s sponsored by Rep. Mary
Brown, D-Kalamazoo, and is In the
House Labor Committee. So ada.

mant are Republicans In their oppo-
sition that the lask force’s wrilten
report said, “The mere introduction
of bills percelved as antl-business
can have ncgative consequences.”

JAY SWEENEY, owncr of Mark-
etechnics in Bloomlleld Hills, said a
poll ui the Natlonal Federation of In-

In
showed their number-one concern
was “no mandated benefits” by gov-
crnment.

NFIB's second concern was com-
petition from government.

‘That was underlined by Bethanne
Simpson, owner of Avon Arl &
Graphles in Rochester, Her flrm
owns & $200,000 computer for make
ing slides and visual presentations.
Most of her cllents are businesses,
but she deals with one unidentified
state department, That department
told her It's shopplng for an ldentical
computer to do the work in-house.

“I pald for my cqulprncnt. I pro-
vide excellent service,” Simpson
sald. "1 don't want to pay for that
again through my tax dollar — and
lose business.”

The GOP task force sald in six
carller hearings business people had
complained about competition from
state prisons, schools and colleges In
such areas as manufacture of furni.
ture, travel agency services, whole-
sale purchse and sale of personal
computers, prison remodeling work
and highway

K MART'S Powcrs called for re-
form of product-llabllity laws.

“Retailers have had punltlve dam-
ages awarded aginst them and been
found jointly and severally liable in
certaln situations where they dld not
know there was anything wrong with
a product and dld not pnmclpa(c in
its design or

pertlse about restaurants,

"“The ones {restaurants} who want
to do it don't have the moncy. The
oncs with the money don't know how
to do it,” said Davis, who finally got
the maxlmum allowable $500,000
through the Michigan Stralegle
Fund.

would favor abolition of Jjoint and
several llability,” he said.

Under that doctrine, a defendant
in a product Uabllity sult could wind
up paytng 100 percent of the cost
even §f the defendant were only 10
percent liable,

Even where the retaller [s eligible
for reimbursement from the manu-
facturer, Powers sald, “our problem
Is the payolf to get out of the sult.”

RAISING CAPITAL Is tough for
small firms lacking physical assets,
sald Jack Yeaton, president of Merit
Systems in Troy. The 250-cmployce
lirm provldu custom software to

"’l'he financlal _infrastructure
(lenders) finds it difflcult to under-
stand the service Industry,” sald
Yeatan. “They count trinkets in
warchauses. They can't see peaple as
assets,”

Mark Davis, owner of Punchinel.
lo’s restaurant in Birmingham, sald
he approached five banks for a loan
when he had to move and found their
loan offfcers had virtually no ex.

Survey starts on adult ed

Volunteers today wlli begin sur-
veylng Oakland County residents for
thelr oplnion's about adult and con-
tinuing education programs.

The sampling will be done In eve-
ry community, sald Dr. Robert
Rodgers, coordinator of adult and
continuing education for the Oakland
Intermedlate School District.

Results will be used to assess pro-
grams and services already offered

. xnnlnld for planning future programs, he
sald.

Local directors of continuing edu-
cation programs wlll asscss the re-
sults from thelr areas and compare
them to countywlide results for plan-
ning purposes,

“We monitor the views of those

ASK HERE.
1-800-554-4477

Now when you have
questions about taxes,
you can go right to the
source, The IRS. Call
1-800-554-4477. And
we'll give you recorded
information on 150 tax
topics.

Call the IRS nnd make
your tuxes loss taxing.
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adults now involved In community
education,” sald Rodgers. “We hope
this survey will help us reach even

mare resldents. Community cduca-
tlon dlrnclors will make reports of
the results.”
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« Feel safe., secure...
comfortable.

* Private suites with
your furnishings.

» Nutritious meais
prepared for you.

ROYAL OAK-505-2550
AUBURN HILLS-853-2330
FARMINGTON HII.LS-47I-9|41
BIRMINGHAM-645-0

ANN ARBOR-326- 7777

telephone access.

Markley Marine

469-6000
=

A New !Ser‘ﬁc?a'ea‘
Boat Wells Available Oﬂ?‘lllil‘om WR&:‘ :? do 4
W ose slightly use
1 5x49 ft., 30 and 50 amp maternity clolhesgl
electrical, fresh water and The Perfect Answerll

AMERICAN HOUSE NEAR YOU!
Enmenicnn"_

SE  EENEEEE
RETIREMENT RESIDENCES

® Enjoy the companionship
of aclive, congenial adulls.
 Stimulating soclal and
recreational activities.
© Housekeeping &
laundry sarvice.
LIVONIA-471-9141
LINCOLN PARK-386-3600
WEST

ND-326-:
DEARBORN HEIGHTS-278-6430
STERLING HGTS.-978-1060
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AAA Travel Agal
rales. We'ra

Mehwgan

@ TRAVE

can ship you to Europe at surpnsingly affordablo
ichigan's largest full-sarvice travel en tho

90“0!

dostination is Europe, travet first dass-AAA Travel Agancy
Frankfurt round trip ale See Lhe Castles of Live like Caosar with
from $498 plus $22tax,  Britala wiih Trefalgar  Centrat Holiday Tours.
Prepald hotel vouchers Tours, 15 days from Rome, 7 days from
from $73 por night, $1170* plus alr, $229* p|ul alr.

*Pee person besed 0n double OCCUPANCY.

ageney

You cant do better than all Ak,
Faminglon AAA Tivel Agorcy 0130 W 12Mia oo 533700
o Travol Agoncy 275 S. Huntor Bivd,  433-8210

Lotiup Vigo AAA Tl Agoncy
%mwmnnww 666-2600

EI.ongLukoRoAd 879-2000
26026 Southbold 443-8989

If you're not wearing
it...Sell Itt

There can be hidden monuy for
with our unigue new shop deall ng
exclustvely with rn-(urﬂly dolhu of
all kings,

Call for an Appolntment
544-1538
2691 Coolidge » Berkley
Opan Mon.-Sat. 10 am.-5 p.m. |

Rep. drew lavghter
when he sald, “I never actually met
a live person who got & MSF loasn.
Was It at or below the market rate?”

“Below,” said Davis, He added
that applying through the state and
local economic development corpo-

quired an cnormous amount of
paperw
MH(E MOR‘I‘ON of Ludot Person-
nel Services tn Southfield sald a re-
cent governor's conference on small
buslness identifled access to capital
as a major problem, along with com-
petitlon frem government.

Morton sald BIDCOs (business and

are capitalized at $3 million but
should instead by capltalized at no
less than $10 mlilion. BIDCOs are a
new type of lending Institution be-
tween a bank and a venture capital

ratlons was '‘confusing” and re- firm.

NOW 45.00

OUR EXCLUSIVE
PERM WITH
SHAMPOO,
HAIRCUT,

AND STYLE.
REG. 75.00

Along with your 30.00

saving, you gt 2ttty

banuses: compii

make-up applic et

neng

fesson. AND & cruce of

mabe-up gt Lo minng
with parficipat:ng stil-sts

Sale through March 26 The

Beaun Salon, Seeors Lt

Somerset Mal

BONWIT
TELLER

Tht BEAUTY ANDHAIR STYLING SALON - SOVIRET MALL, TROY. €313) 6434700,

SPRING ‘88
LOUNGEWEAR
Informally Modeled
11 a.m. to 5 p.m,
Livonia
Saturday, March 26
Rochester
Wednesday,

Birmingham
Thursday, March 31

Shown. a knit jumpsuit

XS-S-M-L, $50.

March 30

from Lingerie, sce our
latest jumpsuits, caftans,
and lwo-piece loungers.

Robes of California. Green,
flame red. Cotton/polycster,

by

Jacobson’s

SHOP UNTIL 9 P.M. ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday




