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GOP is thwarting Ireland’s job rights

ST. PATRICK'S DAY s the love of
family and friends alive and dead,
1t's the celebration of heritage and
our forchears' triumph over sorrow
and struggle.

But there was an Ironle twist to St.
Patrick's Day 1088 last week - a
blling edge no number of tender
Irish ballads could solten. It origl-
nated in Northern Ireland and mani-
fested itself in the actions of our own
state senators,

~The MacBride Princlples are
guldelines designed to cnd employ-
ment discriminalion in Northern Ire-
tand, where, according to the British
government's  Standing  Advisory
Commlssion on Human Rights, the
unemployment rate of Catholics is
2% times greater than that of Prot-

1 estants, Northern Ireland is 40 per-
i cent Catholle.
- Uncqual access to jobs is at the

root of the violence scarring lives in
the Brillsh state.

US. firms, including General Mo-
tors, Fruchauf and Ford Motor Co,,
operate plants In Northern Ireland.
‘The state of Michigan invests pen-
sion funds there,

THE MacBRIDE Principles —
modeled after South Africa’s Sulll-
van Princlples by Nobel Peace Prize
winner Sean MacBride — have
passed or are pending in 19 states.

The Michigan House passed the
bill §7-0 last May, It has been stalled
before, Sen. Rudy Nichols' Senate
Judiclary Committee ever since.

After belng visited by representa-
tives of the Britlsh government, NI-
chols has refused to schedule the bill
for a hearing, Nichols, whose district
includes Rochester, chairs the Judi-
clary Commiitee.

M.B.
Dlllon

with sound Investment pollcy.

The Michigan Republican leader-
ship was told by the U.S, State De-
partment that the principles “under-
mine foreign pollcy,” said state Sen.
Robert Geake, R-Northville,

Farmington Hills attorney John
Cahiil is spearheading the MacBride

the nationallst community in North-
cen Ireland.”

1F NICHOLS and Engler object to
the bill, it's their duty to raise those
objscllam in public debate, Cahlll
said,

“Are Lhere no democratic rights
for Irish-Amer} Rather than al-

Several weeks ago, three mem.
bers of the committee signed a letter
that would have forced a hearing.

But Sen. Majority Leader John
Engler, R-Mt. Pleasant, took action
to force its cancellation. .

CO-SPONSORED BY 28 of 38
senators, the bill doesn't require di-
vestiture or quotas. It poses no fiscal
impllcations for the state of Michi-
gan or (ls pensioners. In fact, the
principles bar the state treasurer
from dolng anything inconsistent

Princlples in for
the Irish American Unity Confer-
ence.

“Here's a bill that is aimed at re-
solving onc of the primary causes of
violence In Northern Ireland, yet
steps are being taken by the British
government and Sens. Nichols and
Engler to prevent a vote on the bill
in the Michigan Senate,” Cahill sald,

*Just as the denlal of our rights in
1776 led to our revolution, the denial
of these rights today leads to frustra-
tion among volers in Michigan and

low us a debate and the voting pro-
cess that our Constilution guaran-
tees us, these two men are prevents
ing any vole at all, because they and
the British gavernment know that if
there s a vole It will pass
overwhelmingly because the bill is
so0 unobjectlonable.

“It's baffllng to contemplate why
the Senale

If democracy and human rights
matter lo Jack Faxon, D-Farming-
ton Hills, and other Observer & Ec-
centric area state scnators, they
should demand a hearing. .

VOTERS CAN help stop sullering
and violence In Northern Ireland by
:xglng their legislators to pass the

il B

Indlviduals who own stock In com-
panies in Northern Iretand can help
by voting their shares in favor of re-
solutions urging adoption of the
MacBride Principles as corporate
policy.

City councils can do thelr part by

would thwart the democratic pro-
cess to serve the interests of the
British government rather than the
voters of Michigan.”

passing

1f enough pressure is exerted, per-
sons in Northern Ireland will gain
the same employment rights we take
for granted in the US,

uBe wary of ‘hard sell’ rental agehts

OVER A beer In his Redford
Township castle, good ol' John gave
me some advice, “When you rent a
car in Florida,” he sald, “you don't
have to buy thelr Insurance. Your
own car {nsurance covers a rental
Just ask your agent if you're not
sure.”

We asked, and (he friendly agent
on Farmingion Road sald yes, in.

+ deed, our policy covers a rental.
But the counter agent in the Florl-
, da agency which advertised the low-
.est renta] rates put up a big, blg fuss,
“Most people,” she Insisted repeat-
.edly, buy thelr insurance, called
.CDW for collision damage walver,
_because it frees the customer from
-‘any Uability whatsoever, even the
smallest scrape.
.. Sounded OK. My policy has a $200
_deductible,
.. THEN CAME the bill — $108 for
Insurance for a mere nine days. Hey,
.walt a second. That's $12 a day or
_nearly $4,400 a year T a com-
pact car with 20,000 miles on it al-

-ready.

.. Gosh, no wonder the agency could
advertise low daily rental rates,
They were making a mint on insur-

ance.
‘To make a long argument short, T
\rejected the CDW -
Back In the flu-bedeviled enrl.h, 1

Tim
‘Richard

5

Newswire last week and found this
gem from Hertz Corp, which was
not, incidentally, the company I bad
patronized:

HERTZ ANNOUNCED that in
meetings this week with states’ at-
torneys general in Kansas, it will
‘call for regulatlon of sales practices
relating to the damage waiver op-
tlon offered on car rentals.

“In recent months, several states
have undertaken efforts to regulate
the walver principally as a result of
abuses In its sale by certain car rent-
al companles. We think the walver is
a valid optional service for renters,”
said Frank A. Olson, Hertz chair-
man, chief cxecutive officer and
chief operating officer, “but the
sales practices of some of our com-
petitors have become abuslve,

“You simply can't break even, let
alone make a profit renting cars at
the low advertised lead rates — such
g $39a vir:ek in Florlda — that can

checked the Publlc

seen and travel

Hickey-Freeman
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. Pure Wool Suit...When A
Exclusivity Is Your Criterion i
Essential to the creation of every Hickey-freeman suit

is,an extravagance unknown ta the making of other
suits—the luxury of time. Without it, the handwork,

the underpressings, the meticulous assembling that
distinguish the Hickey-Freeman suit and ensure its

superlor fit could never be done. Thanks to it, every
Hickey-Freeman suit exemplifies a standard of quality to
which few in today’s world dare aspire. And made from -
the finest pure wool, each garment is luxurious to the
touch, appealing to the eye.

(As with the making of a Hickey-freeman sult, time Is
essential to us in serving the man who will choose it.

* 1Be assured, with your next visit, an experlenced member
of our sales staff will devote his time to serving you.
A0 ! The Hickey-Freeman Collection, $635.-$925.

“Those artificlally low rental
rates are actually subsidized through
the high-pressure sale of the damage
walver as well as add-on mandatory
gas charges and alrport surcharges,
and unadvertised extras for addi-
tiona} drivers or a four-door car.

“IN FACT, we understand that
counter agents at such companles
carn more from CDW sales commis-
slons than {rom wages. Their livell-
hood depends on the hard sell,”” he
sald. .

Olson sald Hertz is “‘now prep

Newsroom bias not necessarily bad

IT WAS ONE of those good-news,
bad-news phone calls, The woman
thought a front-page story was well
done, but she was unhappy with the
editorlal [n the same issue on the
same tople.

Other than the satisfaction of voles
ing her complaint, the woman proba-

Rich
Perlberg

bly didn't think she
much by phoning our newspaper, 1
think she missed the polnt. Her com.
plaint showed newspapers operating
in thelr best light.

get involved in the story. In some

cases, the emotions might run quite

strong. You can't convince me that it

Is a sign of a good reporter to remain
tonally dis

ost no paper pretends
anymore (hat it is staffed by unbi.
Jecth nd edi-

distant when hearing
about chitd abuse, the plight of the
or

to support thelr (attorney generals')
elforts — and those of other govern-
mental agencies — to regulate the
walver sales practices.

‘We have heard of Instances
where renters who decllne CDW are
discriminated against, For example,
the car they reserved may no longer
be avallable, or the rate at which
their reservation was conll
may have increased.

“Hertz will also call for clear,
readable signs at every car reatal
counter . , . What we have in mind
is a disclosure similar to what Hertz
already bas on the face of its rental
agreement, stating that ‘Your own
auto Insurance may cover all or part
of such damage, You may want to
check before accepting. . '

ased, obj P aj

tors. This is not a startling revela.
tion. Detrolt Free Press publisher
David Lawrence made the point a
couple of weeks ago in Farmington
Hills during a speech at the Orchard
Ridge campus of Oakland Communi-
ty College.

Jt is naive to think differently.
Think of your colleagues and the
people In your neighborhood. Some

some Dx '

! civil rights.

THOSE EMOTIONS can motivate
the reporter to do a better job of
covering the story. Those same emo-
tlons must be controlled, however, to
make sure the story is fair, The
molestation of a child Is a horrid
crime, to be sure, but the reporter
must take care to fairly report about
the person charged with the offense
since he is innocent and is

vole
some not at all. Some are religious,
others have no church affiliations.
Some are young and some are old.
They represent a hodgepodge of be-
lefs. Why should newspeople be any
different?

The key to good reporting is to put
the blas aside and report factually.
That doesn't mean a reporter doesn't

entitled to a fair trial.
- I recall a reporter who broke
down and cried alter covering the
funera) of five family members who
died in a traffic accldent. Then the
reporter sat down to write a palr of
excellent, straightforward stories
about an event that was tearing at
the beart of a small community. Her

ability to feel and her professional
skills both came into play for her to
write the accounts,

This is a roundabout way of get-
ting back to the woman who lked
our story, but disliked our editorial.
She might not realize it, but it shows
that our news stalf can preveat opio-
{ons from getting in the way of news
storfes.

THE SAME editor who wrote the
edltorial that the woman disliked
both assigned and edited the story
that the woman llked. One article
had to do with facts, the olher had to
do with opinion derived from the
facts, It Is possible to reach different
conclusions from the same set of
facts,

People love to critlcize newspa-
pers for what they call blased cover-
age, and they often point to the edi-
torial page to prove thelr point. A
former publisher used to tell of a
city councll candidate who would
lobby hard for the newspaper’s en.
dorsement. When he didn't get it, he
would paper the town with flyers
proclaiming that voters shouldn't let
the paper run the town. "

Newspal are far from perfect.
But mnnrr;eople who complain
about a paper's bias are really upset
because the paper didn't turn a bias
in thelr favor.
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Men’s Dress Shoes!

The best shoes for the money. Period.

SOUTHTOWNE CROSSING Eureka and Toledo-Dix 248-9733
WESTLAND CROSSING Across from Westiand Mali 5221340
STERUING PLACE 16v5 Mila and Van Dyke Road 839-7120
CLINTON VALLEY CONSUMER MALL 44947 Schosnherr Rd. 254-5070
. OAXLAND PLAZA 360 John R. 583-8470
LIVONIA TOWNE SQUARE 20635 W. 7 Mile Rd, 478-7622
HAMPTON PLAZA 2079 Rochoster Road 853-3220
BOUTHFIELD PLAZA 20710 Southfield Rd, §57-7622

ROSEVILLE 8HPG. CTR. 26800 N. Gratiot 774-4020
T ————— Aleo la Ann Arbor, Flint, Toledo, snd Saginaw
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Chicago: Wabush at Madison (312) 236-3800/01d Orchard/Oakbrook
Troy. Michlgan: Somencet Mall (313} 641-6700
Cappes & Capper Charge, American Express, Visa, Mastercard
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