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Volleyball standout
picks Notre Dame

By Dan O’'Moara
staft writer

The University of Notre Dame of-
fered Jennifer Slosar the opportunity
to earn a degree from the presti-
gious school and play colleglate vol-
leyball at the same time.

couldn't go wrong with that,”
sald the Farmingion Hills Mercy
senlor, who has signed a national let-
ter of intent fo attend the South
Bend, Ind., school.

“The reputation of the school is
outstanding, and (he academic pro-
gram is very good. Cambined with
the volleyball program at Notre
Dame, it was something I couldn't
pass up.”

The Fighting Irish, in fact, hope to
ralse their program to the natlonal-
power level, and they believe the 6-
foot-1 Slosar, a versatile player who
speclalizes as a middle hitter, will
help them reach that goal.

Notre Dame plans to beef up its
schedule and, next scason, will play
10 of the top-20 teams, Including
Stanford, Paclfie, Purdue, Hawall
and Texas.

“{TIIE IRISH) are golng to be up
there, and that’s why I want Lo be
with them,” Slosar said.

“You have to play the best to be
the best. They have the same philos-
ophy as me."

The post-scason honors are begin-
ning to roll in for Slosar, but she was
relatlvely unknown untll thls year.
However, coliege coaches, once they
got on the recruiting trall, immed}-
ately saw potentlal in the Mercy
star.

Plus, the Mariins turned thelr pro-
gram’ around under sceond-year
coach Tim DeBellso Jast season and
posied a 41-10 record.

“What the coaches ke is that she

volleyball

‘They don’t have to
worry about taking
(Mercy star Jennifer
Stlosar) out of the game
when she rotates into
the back row. . .
That’s why she was so
highly recruited.’
— Tim DeBeliso
Mercy volleyball coach

< Ladywood state champ, 2D

Mike Gibson's Victors team in the
Junlor Olympies last suminer. Plus,
she sent letters lo various schools
herself.

Before long, most of the Big Ten
schoels, Texas, Rice, and Aubum
were among the schools recrulting
her,

Eventually, it came down to Mich-
jgan and Notre Dame, and a
surprised Slosar even got a phone
call at home from U.-M football
coach Bo Schembechler,

*“I said, ‘No, this Is not Bo Schem-
bechler.! He sald it was. ‘Ch, my
goodness.' He sald it was the flrst
time he ever called a girl to recruit
her to the school, and 1 was really
honored,” Slosar said.

But Notre Dame’s volleyball pro-
gram 1s more advanced than Michi-
gan's, ond Slosar liked the smaller
campus at Notre Dame.

“THERE ARE no sororities or

has the size to play at the college
level," DeBellso said. “She has good
foatspeed, good agility and can play
the back row.

“They daon't have to worry about
taking her out of the game when she
rotates into the back row. They want
someone who can play all the way
around. That's why she was 5o highly
recruited.

“SHE WANTS Lo be the best vol-
leyball player she can be,” he added,
“and Notre Dame [s the place she
thought she would be able to do
that”

Slosar, who had 123 kills out of 296
attacks for a .415 hitting percentage
her senlor season, played for coach

; it's all just combined,”
she sald. “I thought that was really
nice, It was like a small-community
atmosphere.”

The maln consideration In choos-
ing a school, however, was academ-
cs — an important area for Slosar,
who carries a 3.9 grade-point aver-
age and plans te study mechanical
englneering. She hopes to someday
work in the acrospace industry. Two
older brothers and one sister are en-
gineers, too.

Slosar, who missed three wecks
with a hand injury, also averaged
five digs and five blocks. She rated
85 percent on serve reception/pass-
ing and 94 percent on serving.

“She handled (the recruiting pres-
sure) with a lot of maturity and
class,” DeBeliso said, “She's a flne,
fine person. She comes from a good
family, and it reflects on Jennlfer,”

Stosar will

her
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chosa the Fighting Irish over a host of college

reer next season at the University ol Notre powars that pursued her tatents,
Dame. Mercy High School's standout hitter

Time to express opinions, vent frustrations

Iet off a little steam,

ET‘S THAT TIME of the year. Time to

That's more steam than you'll find
spewing any day ot Jackson Hole,

And what's bugging me?

There’s a lot of things a can of Raid

wouldn't cure,

But before I let loose, you've got to under-
: stand. Don't construe this as “I'm mad and

I'm not going to take it anymore.”

+ than dealing with Northwest. .
. Anybody seen my bags lately?

+ By Brad Emons
staff writer

Crisler Arena is no longer a dis-
tant dream. Now it's rumy for I.Iu:

I've been through a few airports over the
last few months and it's safe to say some
things I've noticed lately made me angrier

We're talking high school sports in pamev
ular, with a dash of pro and college sprin-
kled in.

But ‘before we embark on thls Journey,
pull all trays and tables back to their ready
positlons. Please, fasten your seat belts.

READY FOR some turbulence?

coaches

the stretch.

I'm tired of hearing Blll Lalmbeer bas it
coming. Does anybody remember Steve Sti-
panovich, Laimbeer's latest attacker, shoot-
ing himsell in the foot and then trying a
Watergate-type coverup?

What's with these PSL

attacking Ricky Byrdsong at U-D before he

:Ixnlng petitions because
wash

cllas

basketball

Redrord Blshop Borgess b

Thc Spartans (23-3) will visit the
house that Cazzie Russell built, tak-
ing on Ludington in the state Class B
semlfinals, at 1 p.m. Friday in Ann
Arbor, The winner advances lo the
state champlonship game at 11 a.m.
Salurday on the University of Mich!-
gan campus,

Borgess put on a devastaling dls-
play Wednesday, routing Oak Park
in a quarierflnal matchup at Ezstern
Michigan University's Bowen Fleld-
house, 78-59,
+  The Spartans dld it with power
. and precision, pulllng away from a

16-all first-quarter deadlock to win
- convincingly as Oak Park bowed out
with an 18-7 record,

“These senfors have established
high goals and one was to get to
Crisler Arcna,” sald Borgess coach
 Mlke Fusco, “But once you get there,
+ 1 hope we all remember there's a job
} todo.”

All four senlors rpade their pres.
< ence felt agalnst the Redsklns, but
: none more than &-foot-7 center Par-
! Ish Hickman, who scored 27 polnta in
! a varlety of wayn,

HICKMAN recorded flve dunka
+ and hit a three-pointer. He made 10

cea

six of soven frea throws.

- The Michigan Stato slgnce also
¢ yanked down 13 rebounds, sharing
+ team-high honora with Da Juan

¢ Smith,
M !’.Ickimn was neagly perfect ox-

of 18 shots from tho floor and drilled *

cept for onc play, an ill-fated 380-

behind-the-head  dunk  at.
tempt which landed him a spat on
the bcnch midway through the first

qual

“Pnrish sald the ball allpped out of
his hands," Fusco sald. “I wasn’t
worried about um,u m\lch as § was
worried that ho tried a 360.”

But daplte the slipup, Fusco says
chlunnn “playing with a mll-

“He scts high goals for himself
and the tcam,” sald the Borgess
coach. “He's multl-talented. The last
10 games he’s belng more selective
g::‘lt:ls shots and it's made everybody

Hickman also made a difference
on the defensive end, checking Oak
Park's high-scoring mrd/(orwurd
Heath Thomu

Thomas scored 35 in his lnst out-
Ing, but on this nlsm. he had just 10,
{Guard Shawn Jones paced the Red-
akins with 19.)

“WE WANTED to contest all shots
on the perimeter because Oak Park
likes to shoot the threc-polnter,
Fusco sald, “We felt Parish's size on
{‘l’enm would ba an Influencing fac-

"

Hickman, however, had plenty of

=

help from fellow senlors: Dwayne

Kelley (12 points and flve assists),

Smilh (10 polnts} and Erie Ennnue :

{elght polnta and aix rebounds)

Smith, a -5 forward, anared elgh !'

of Borgeu,l 21 rebotnds hy hall-

t hired. Sounds pretty selfish to me,

even gets a falr hearing? I don't sce any sub-
urban or Catholic League coaches crying or

John Mulroy

And speaking of Mulroy, the former

ymouth Canton girls coach, He did

rmc Job durtng hL1 Interim stint, Give him
some

a ter-

down

of shooting itself in the foot, the
Missouri basketball team. I'll bet the Tigers
will be better next year because they’re rid
of Derrick Mis-Chevious, They'll play more
like a team next year and don’t count out
former Catholic Central All-Stater John

credit for pi

Borgess dunks 'Skins

time. Oak Park, meanwhile, could
snag only nine,

“Da Juan was just kicking butt on

. the boards,” sald Fusco, whose team
led 34.23 at intermission. “Between
the first and sccond quarters we
tatked about belng more patient,
taking better shots and digging in on
defense a little blt more. We got the
ball to Dwayne in the middle and
when he gets the ball, he's a créator
who can make I.hlngs happcn offen-
alvely.”

ANOTHER PMYEK who made
Borgess'a offense more elfective
was sophomore guard Shawn
Respert, who scored elght of his 18
polnts during a 24-11 Borgess third.
quarter spurt to give the Spartans a
commanding 54-34 advantage.

Respert mnde alx of seven shots
from the floor, Including four of five

- from three-polnt ra;

range.
“Shawn was really hitting and he's
been in double flgures now the Jast
lhree gumu " sald the Borgess

fina} statistics reflocted the
Iopslded {inal outcome.

‘Borgess made 29 of 48 shots from
the floor for 60 t. Oak Park
‘was only 20 of 59 for 33 percent.

e kins “were ll:o outre-
bousded, 43-25,

asa key role player.

As long as we're talklng CC, what a year
it was for the wrestling team, but the scason
was kind of ruined by the state high school
alhletle assoclation running two tourna-
ments (Individual and team) at the same
time.

A LOT OF coaches held back thelr best
wrestlers during the team competition,
staged in the middle of the week, to save
them for the Saturday Indlvidual events.
Why not vun the team event alter the indi-
vidual tournament?

‘That's enough steam for one day. See you
at a baseball game or track meet sometime.

INCREDIBLE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
FREE $500°

"
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© Nearly twice a1 efficient 23
oldet fumaces becsuse it
operates on an entirely
diffecent principle

. ® The onlyfumace with the

. Knndllqu-rmn)wmme

same day as
@ Uifetime! |Im\|rd wumwy

9.9% Flnancing Avallable
To Quallfied Buyers

UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BOND!

. The most dfkkni single-speed
model mad: Lennox

o Seasonel Emlgy Efficiency
Ratios (SEER) up o 12,
extremely efficlent

© One of the quietest, most
tugged and advanced units on
the market

® 43% reduction in operating
costs :vnwred to unm 7
years oid ot ok

# “Brown out” control 1o profect
o

® 10 year limited wartantyon
compressot

“Wo've been before,
but,it.was a matter ofinot mrlnz
polnts,” said Oak Park-coach Rich-

-lrd Griesl. "We ‘even changed do-

enses in the second half to get our

1 mlnd: working In & differeat man-

fler, hut If the :holx don't g0 ln, they
£don't go In, We had the shots.

But the shota- are lal.llnx thm

-for Borgess.- And-Fusco
Lhc nppemlwmen for  the Lonmn
success.

BIRMINGHAM

Ikaﬁng&m 6427150 . 5423850  338-9255
Make the. KAST call your LAS'I' call!

Call Us For-o FREE Energy
- Analysis of Your Home or Business.
Kast Is Contracting Buslness' 1967 “Contractor of the Year.”
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