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‘Life’:

RECENT RELEASES
»Beetle]ulee” (*) (PG).
* Michacl Keaton and Geena Davis

in ghost story with a twist: The

_ghosts are nice quiet folks and the
“people are noisy and pretentious.

“Biloxl Blues” (Bx) (PG-13) 105
mlnutes,

Eugene Jerome {Matthew Broder-
Ick} fearns about life, Army and oth-
crwise, In this nlce pel
in a Blloxl, Miss,, boo‘: ca‘t.nv In 1945,

Intelligent comedy

Grading the movies

the movies

Goad perl Yy

Walken as the tough, but sensitive
sergeant, whipping raw recruits into
shape, but Epsteln (Corey Parker)
needs more than a silly New York
accent to sound Intelligent.

“The Fox and the Hound"” {A) (G)
80 minutes.

Animated Disney film about an
unusual relationship between a
young fox and a hunting hound. An
array of tatking forest cmalurcs

make this a typleal,
ney fitm. Reviewed by Kathy Gvar

“Johnny Be Good” (D-) (PG-13) 85
minutes.

Anthony Michae! Hall as the su-
perstar of high schoal football faved
with ethical choices a3 college re-
cruiters descend en masse, The gang
that made this doesn't know the dif-
ference between satlre and shlliness.
Not even worthy of dollar night.

"A New Life” (A} (PG-13) 100 min-

utes.
Alan Alda's latest is a frank, intel-
* ligent romantic comedy about di-
voree, love and remarriage and all
the other problems middle-aged peo-
ple face.

. STILL PLAYING:
“Action Jackson” (C) (R) 90 min-
utes,
Action movie set in Detrolt plts
police Sgt. “Action” Jackson {Carl

Weathers) against corrupt auto mag-
nate.

Vogan’s ‘Leg’ looks
at the ‘game of life’

through a

By John Klilesn
spocial writer .

. “SitInthe bleachers and watch the
- women practice. It is a roundhouse
practlee, the women fanned out in a
rough star pattern. The man pacing
the foul line . . . notlces the wind
stirring the leaves and looks back to
" his pltcher. She is working on her
knuckleball, throwlng it without a
«~'3pln so the scams look parallel.
“The pltch dlps and weaves
through the alr before it crosses the
.plate. It lands in the catcher's mitt
lghtly, not enough force to over-
come the breeze. The catcher flips
. one of her black bralds over her
shoulder before returnlng the pitch
nnd slgnals for another knuckleball.”
-+ Ah, spring and baseball are back,
On {lelds all over the plaee, from
professtonal preseason plckup
games played on litter- tlued ﬂeld.s
‘the boys and girls of summer are
honing thelr skms for another sea-
*-son. The crack of the bat and the
. smack of the ball against a leather
mitt are the sounds that fill the air.
The game wlthin the game is being
developed,

One of the best of these games Is
played out In the pages of “In Shel-
iy's Leg,” by Sara Vogan (Graywolf
Press, $7.50). In this first novel we
.are treated to the game of living,
“’played with all the joy and sorrow
- and fotly that make life alive,

The setting is a small town

. Montana. The players are the pa-
 trons of a bar, Shelly's Leg, and the
~ members of the women's fast-pitch
N bascha]l team the bar sponsors.

“' SHELLY'S LEG Women's Fast-

“Batterles Not Included” (C+)
{PG) 100 minutes,

Splelberg’s latest release features
extraterrestrizls plus Jessica Tandy
and Hume Cronyn as an elderly cou-
ple who, along with scveral others,
face eviction from their beloved city
apartment building. Unusual rela.
tionship develops between the et.’s
and the humans.

“Broadcast News” (A} (R) 135
minutes.

Entertalning and wetl-done, albeit
contrived, story of life in the net-
work news fast lane. Holly Hunter,
Albert Brooks and William Hurt re-
vel in all the glitz and sham of con-
temporary newscasting.

“The Dead” (A) (PG) 80 minutes.

John Huston’s last film [s superb -
turn-of-thi

ofa

ball team

books
missed
or forgotten

ready to go on the road with him,
She tells Margaret, “I'm beglnning
to believe il you sit still nothing
moves . . . I'm pushing 35 and I've
done nething but watch Indlans dle
of depression and whites spend thelr
life drunk.”

THE GAME is set. Will Margaret
change her mind and go with Woo-
dy? Will Rlta throw away her friend-
ship and go with him? Can they still
be the pitcher-catcher team they
once were? Is Woody worth 1t?

Refcreeing this game is Sullivan,
the owner of Shelly’s Leg. He has
lived a full life. He knows all about
the wastefulness of broken hearts.
He met Shelly when she was & young
glrl. It was one of those llfclong
bondlngs that some are blessed to
find. But Sullivan had gone off to
join the Navy and returned to find
Shelly married.

The game within the glmc. They
became lovers. Agaln, in anger, Sul-
livan had left. Then, the accldent, He
returned and the two of them ended

in up in this town. Running this bar.

Starting the team. Loving and living.
Until her death, Slnee theu Sullivan
hu Just been passing tim:

ese  years xlnce Shelly'’s
dmlh Sulllvan has prided himself on

A+| Top marks - sure to please % 3 )
A | Close behind - excellent - Dan
A- | Stitin running fortop honots © ¢ Greenberg
B+| Pretly good stut, not perfect | tury Irish family. Based on James
Joyce's story of the same name from
riod plece set | B | Good “The Dubliners,”
B- | Goodbut notable deficiencies "DOA”(CIR 100 minutes.
Professor of English Dexter Core
C+| dustacutabave averago nell (Deanis Quald) Is peisoned and
C | Mediocre :ﬁls out to get his killer before he
es.
C- | Notso hotand slipping fast
" "
D+ The very best of the poor stutf m,,,"‘.,:&‘,‘ Adtraction” (A} () 110
D | Poor Michael Douglas, family man, and
his onc-night stand that turns into a
D- | tdoesn't get much worse nightmare at the hands of a psychot-
te woman {Glenn Closc).
F | Trolyawtul
*Frantle” (B) (R} 110 minutes.
Z | Reserved for the colossally bad Mrs. Walker (Betty Buckley) is ab-
ducted upon arrival in Paris and her
* | Noadvanced screening husband, Dr, Richard Walker (Harrl-

son Ford), chases her kldnappers
with help from hippie-smuggler Ml-
chelle (Emmanluelte Selgner).

“Good Morning Vietnam” {A) (R)
120 minutes,

Non-stop Robin Williams at his
very best as Armed Forces Radio
D.J. in Vietnam.

“Hairspray"” {C-) (PG) 88 minutes.
‘Tasteless parody of teenage life in
Baltimore during the carly *60s cen-

Alan Atda and Ann-Margarot separate and enter the frighten-
ing but funny world of blind dates and new relationships in “A
New Life.” Also appearing in the movie are Veronica Hamel
and John Shea.

ters on local TV dance show.

“Yope and Glory” (Ax) (R) 120
minutes.

An absolutely charming and mar-
velous two hours of World War II in
England through the eyes and from
the vlewpolnt of six-year-old Bill
(Sebastian  Rice Edwards). Sarah
Miles Is hls mother and the rest of
the cast, although locally unknown,
are superb.

“Iranweed” (B) (R) 140 minutes.

The down-and-out world of an ag-
ing alcoholle (Jack Nichelson) closes
in and crumbles as ghosts from hls
past surface and {ricnds fade.

“The Last Emperor” (A-) (PG-13)
125 minutes.
Bernardo Bertoluccl's stunning
presentation of the epic tale of Chi-
na’s last emperor, Pu Y1. At age 3 he
came to the throne three years be-

ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!

fore Sun Yat Sen's 1911 revolution, a
fascinating story of survival thmugh
two world wars and Mao's Commu.
nlst takcaver of malnland China.

“Masquerade” (F) (R) 95 minutes,
Unlmaginative story of helress
(Meg Tilly) and three fellows atter
her money.

“Moonstruck” (A =) (PG) 102 min:

utes,

Chcr as a 37-year-old Itallan wid.
ow In Drooklyn about to remarry.
She's terrific and Nicelas Cage, Vin.
cent Gardenia and Danny Alello are
great in this pure distillation of the
American ethnle shtick.

“School Daze (D) {R) 120 minutes,

Director-Wrlter Splke Lee (“She's
Got'ta Have It”) tries Lo do it all in
two hours with a comic-spool-satire.
musical mockery of black cellege
lte.

“Whales of August” and “'Young ay
Heart” (A 2) (PG) 85 and 30 minutes
respectively.

Lilllan Gish, Bette Davis, Aun
Sothern, Vincent Price and Hariy
Carey Jr. give new meaning to the
phrase, “the golden years" in
“Whales."

Local filmmakers Suc Marx and
Pam Conn’s “Young at Heart” Is su-
perb documentary about Lou Gothelf
and his recent bride, Reva Shwayd.
or, The lives of these two elderly art-
Ists testlfy to human courage at ity
very best.

“Three Men and a Baby" (B+):
(PG) 100 minutes, H
One pretty baby, three handsome;
men, many comical situations and a-
goud story equal a very funny movie. !
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the truth of his memories. He Is glad
be Is not an Imaginative man, that
his memorles are as clear and true
as the moments were in time. He re-

with a 10% deposit for this Skating nza!
Tickets for your group are priced at $18 or $16°

'Plt!:h Softball Team has been on top
. for the past six seasons. During the

b}

7 course of the novel, the team moves
. through one more season, This Is not
«+ 8 “baseball" novel, however. It is &
; “season in the lives of cters.

.The battery of Margaret, the pltcher,
. ‘and Rlta, the catcher, and Sulllvan
. .and Shelly are the ceater of the ac-

on,

Margaret is a divorced mother of
‘ two who, at 30, Is seeking a stable
Ille for her famlly. Ste lives with
* 'Woody, & stee! guitar player,
*-Woody bas filled her llfe and her
house with his presence. -
= His oveutu{led chair and his gul-
'-lur crowd her living room. His ambi-
tlons and hls plans crowd ber life.
>When he plans to go on tour with his
~ Margaret to come with
v *him. She refuses.
»*'' She can't Lmagine life on the road
with two children and the incertaln.
"A:y of a band's existence., She
- druu:d for too lon(, She peeds roots
and familiarit;

" Rita grew up In a smaller place

<" and has come to this town. For years
she has worked at the bar, For yeara

{'sho has merely becn here, Rita 18
Margaret’s best friend. She needs to

1°get out.

When Woody com? to Rlu. sheis

members colors and amells,
whispers of sound {ll his mind as he
slta behind her bar and stares at her
pleture aboye the jukebox.

“It Ls a good portrait and was tak-
en just a year before she dled. He
regnu the bullet hole in ber throat,
the star pattern‘fanning out across
the glass over her face when he fired
that shot. He regrets his anger at her
death and wants only to remember
hh}a good years, 20 good years in his

e.”

WITH HIS and his wisdom,
Sullivan lovingly waiches over his
patrons and his players. They are his
family now.They are the ones who
benefit from his humor: “You seen
the officla] Kansas bumper sticker?
. .. Suicide In Kansas I Redon-

has dant” And they benefit from his

pain: “Men move on. Women
mourn."

Filled with a solld cast of support.
ing characters, “In Shelly’s ug" Isa
well~pllcbed novel. As Raymond
Carver sald of Sara Vogan, “Without
flinching, she gives us (ha inelegant
truths of what It's llko to pnld on, and
go on, day after day.”
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