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Kuhn asks to keep drain posts elective

By Tim Richard
stalt weitor

A statc Senate committee Is pond-

.- cring the request of county drain

“in the state,”

_commissioners — led by Oakland's

corge Kuhn — to require that thelr

. Jobs be elective, even in home-rule

. countics.,

“We are determined to hold the
line, It’s the most underrated office
Kuhn told the Senate
Local Government Committee in

*“lansing Jast week.

* " defend himsell,”
. often at odds with fellow Republlcan
*+ Danicl

“All the opposition s coming from
one man — the Oakland County ex-
veutive. I'm sorry he's not here to
said Kuhn, who ls

T. Murphy, the Oakland

.» County exceutive.

The comsmittee held a public hear-
ing but didn't act on the bill. By

. hearing's end, only chalrman Har-

mon Cropsey, R-Decatur, was still

.- listening 1o testimony.

UNDER MURPHY'S Idcal govern-
ment, Oakland would write a home-

George Kuhn, Oakland
drain commissioner,
opposes allowing
home-rule countles to
eliminate the post. ‘A
great number of -
county commissioners
are not supportive of
putling a charter
commission on the
ballot,’ he said.

deparsment. Wayne County has that
structure.

That's what Kuhn and other drain
commissloners want to head off,

Morcover, Kuhn insists Murphy is
a volee In the wllderness on wanting
home rule for Oakland.

“A great number of county com-

rule charter, ing the draln

T )
under the executlve's public works

Will there be camping in Huron-
Clinton Metroparks?

Maybe, If a study shows there Isa
need for more family camplng.

The Huron-Clinten Metropolitan
Aulhority, a five-county operating
authority for the 13 metroparks, Is
conducting a feasibillty study, ac-

are not of put-
ting a charter commission on the
ballot,” he told the panel.

‘Metroparks ponder

cordling to Thomas N. Welsh, a board
member from Macomb County.

Most likely candldates for camp-
ing are Stony Creck, northeast of Ro-
chester, and Kensington, in western
Qaklard County. Both are in the
4,000 acra category.

Other candidates are smaller

mall (b couon 10 us.
obigalio
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Murphy's assistant for leglslative
matters and a former state repre-
sentatlve from Bloomfield Hills.

“The ultlmate authority should be
with the voters. The charter county
act In 1980 sald the drajn commis-
sioner had to be there, but could be
appointlve or elective,

SUPPORTING TIAT view was
one committee member, Sen. Rudy
Nichols, R-Walerford.

“My reading of the law Is that It's
up (o the charter commission to de-
clde whether it (drain post) wlll be
clective or appolntive,” sald Nichols.
“You (Kuhn and supporiers) are
mandating the electlon of the drain
commissioner.

ROBERT FREDERICKS, Kuhn's
deputy, sald, “County law has al-
ways been gencral government
law,” and that the push for county
home rule was peculiar only to
Wayne County. “There has never
been a serfous push in other coun-
tles.”

Two slate laws arc In conflict,
sald Fredericks, an attorney, The
drain code says countles of more
than 12,000 must have a draln com-
missloner, The charler law says vot-
crs may abolish the post.

“When you abolish, it casts a cloud
over your financial deallnp,’ for ex-
ample, in inter-county drains.

Fredericks sald Wayne County's
ex-draln commissloner, Charles

docs
not requlre electlon of the drain
1 would like to sce us

Cropsey's 1
two tic-barred bills — a non-contro-
verslal one to ralse the amount a
drain commissioner may spend on
malntenance, and HB 5007 requiring
the clection of the draln commission-
or in countles of more than 12,000
and less than 2 million populatlon.

“It's wrong to mandate the elec.
tion or appointment of a drain com-
missloner,” said L. Jean Willoughby,

-
parks such as Hudson MHIs ncar Ann
Arbor, Lower Huron near Belleville
and Oakwoods near Flat Rock.
Historically, metroparks have
been “day use" parks with water
orlentations. Public campgrounds in
Milchigan have been operated by the
state Department of Natural Re-
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break the tie bar and defeat the blll.”
All other speakers during a two-
hour hearing, however, favored the

bill.

“An clected officlal is more.re-
sponsive Lo constituents than some-
one who is appolntive,” said the hill's
sponsor, Rep. Carl Gnodtke, R-
Sawyer, himself a former Berrien
County draln commissioner.

sources, Oakland County Parks and
the Natlonal Forest Serviee.

The idea of camplng in metro-
parks surfaced last year when it was

suggested by several candldates for

the post of exccutive director. It sure
faced agaln at a recent baard meet-
ing, Welsh said.
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dn't be defeated In
a primary, and so county officlals
sought Lo abolish his job. -

Michael Gregg of the state De-
partment of Agriculture sald there

are 1,000 Inter-county dralnage dls-
trlcts, and that drain commissioners
are members of their boards, “My
problem is: Whom do Irecognlu as
representing Wayne County?" Gregg
supported Kuhn's bill,

BAY COUNTY'S Willlam Rose.
bush, representing the Michlgan As.
soclation of County Drain Commis-
sloners, called Wayne County's aboli-
tlon of the job as “the wrong
treatment for the percelved dis.
case.” He said voters could have re.
called Youngblood. The association
supported Keha's bill.

Barry County draln commissioner
Audrey Burdick also supported
Kuhn's position.

Kuhn presented letters of support
from several other Oakland offictals
~— Sheriff John Nichols, Prosecutor
L. Brooks Patterson, Clerk-Register
Lynn Allen and the United County
Officers Association.
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