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Reading: a baS|s for growing, learning .

Between the applause and auto-
mphs. 1 was embarrassed, yet de-
Students from Joyce Mecoll'’s
fifth-grade class at Beechvlew Ele.
mentary School proved this week
that young minds are sharp and cre-

atlve, and always full of surprises.

After a brief talk about the news-
gnpcr profession and what we do

ere at the Observer, I was beseiged
with questions — all thought up by
these youngsters who will soon com-
plete thelr elementary school educa-
tions and move on to bigger and bet-
ter things.

’l‘helr qu-llons were good, well

thought out, and helpcd me paint an
accurate plcture of my carcer and
1ife for the class, -

They wanted to know how report-
ers gather information, whether we
get “fan mall,” where we get paper
used to print the Observer, and who
doca my work when I'm on vacation.

DO REPORTERS use the tcle-
phone or do personal interviews? Do
Do

special — applause from the class
and a long line of students walting

we take our own for my ph. That's a first,
pcople ever get mad at us? kids!
1 was Invited to speak as part of 1f they learned one thing from our

Michigan Reading Month, celebrated
by several Farmington uhooh in-
cluding Beechview. My reward was

talk, I hope it's the importance of
good communieation, Whether they
choose to be reporters, or englneers,

people Is of ultimate lmporunce ln
any job,

And part of good communicating
involves reading, absorblng and un-
derstanding what Is read, and apply-
Ing this informatlon to everyday life.

ONE OF the things stressed by
Farmington educators, who recently
revised the district’s definition o(
reading, Is the importance of reading
to everyone — not only students.

“This is not just a teaching philos-
ophy, but a philesophy for all time,”
Farmington reading specialist Caro-
lyn Mahalak said last year, She

called it a “Iifetime pursuil.”

She's right.

If everyone contipues o read,
whether fiction, non-fiction, historl-
cal romance, scli-help books, or
newspapers or magazines, we're
baund to be better Informed.

u We're continulng our self-educa-
on.

1 have loved to read, since the
days of Nancy Drew mysteries and
an introduction to poetry in high
schoal, 1 contlnue to read not only
for enjoyment, but because studying
different writing styles will make
me a better reporter.

MANY OF Joyce Marcoli's llnh
graders appear to have a good grasp
on life and have developed commus
nication skills that will lead themt
into adulthood. Thelr questions to me
were developed from a varlety of
family backgrounds, interests and a
good educatlonal base, which in-
cludes reading.

If students can develop a love ol
reading at an carly age, chances are
they'll carry (hat into thelr adult
lives.

Then they can call reading an'en-
joyable “hobby” and a basis for
growing and learning, instead of hm
“homework."

Motivation spells victory

NOW ITS Rick Wl Encr’s turn to be
embarrassed.
For months the Democratic state

tacle Republicans had made of
emselves with the Pat Robertson

Tim
Richard -

rump
court fights and split delegatlons,

Wiener that
Democrats would do It better in
thelr March 26 caucuses. He was
right only to the extent that the cau-
cuses- operated smoothly, There
‘were a few hitches over people
showing up at the wrong caucus site,
but nothing scandalous.

But now Wiener Is saddled with
the Jesse Jackson phenomenon,

COLEMAN YOUNG sald-it best:
Jackson has never run anything but
his mouth; he's a clergyman who has
never pastored a church; and he's’a
politician who has never won an
election,

It's almost as true about Robert-
son who, desplte never having served
adayln publlc office, feels divinely
called e highest and toughest
guvemmenul job in the land. (To
glve him credit, Robertson does have
a law degree and some business acu-
men. But running a government lsa’t
the same as running a church, and It
definitely lsn't the same as running a
business.

How, then, did both Michigan po-
litical parties, despite their different
methods of picking natlonal conven-
tlon delegates, find thelr flocks affli-
iated with charismatic but unquali-
{led preachers drawing 45 to 55 per-
cent of the vole?

THE REPUBLICAN answer we

The folks who support

the pack and take a good 45 percent.
As results poured in Saluniay night
to Oakland D

Drug battle boosts Jesse

THE MYSTIFIED, who wonder
why Jesse Jackson Is winning, should

ters In Ferndale, 1 thought I was

right. In one after another of the Ob-

server & Eccentric towns, Dukakis

was rolling up marks of 43 to 71 per-
nt,

Whnt I falled to watch were the
gargantuan turnouts in Pontiac and
Royal Oak Township. The same kind
of thing h. in Detroit, Fiint,

Robertson and
Jackson were
motivated. Thby
labored mightily. They
learned the procedures
and followed them. |
give them credit.

know already. When no one was pay-
ing much attention in June of 1986,
the Roberison folks quletly fielded a
multitude to run for Republican pre-
clnct. delegates in the August prima-

In the Democratic case, we have a
ﬁ;ﬂy .supported by maybe 1.5 mil-
Michigan voters, but fewer than
200,000 turned out for the presiden.
tial caucuses. With a pathetic one-
seventh turnout, it's easy for a
zealous bloc lke supporters of Jack-
son, with less than one-third poll sup-
rt, to glve the impression they
bave a majority,

1 confess predleting, though not in
print, that Michigan would be the
state where Massachusetts Gov.
Mike Dukakis would pull away from ,

Saginaw — not merely overwhelm-
Ing percentages for Jackson but hu-
mongous turnouts. Dukakis won hls
cangressional districts with voles of
3,000 and 4,000. Jackson won his
with votes of 8,000 and 11,000 and
25,000.

Meet Mr. Dum-Dum
smart as [ thought I was.

‘The folks who support Robertson
and Jackson were motivated. They

— not as

- labored mightily, They learned the

procedures and followed them. I
glvelhemcfedn.

BOTH PARTIES have much to be
about when candld:

whose only credentials are oratory
doso well,

All the more reason the Michigan
Legislature should bring back the
state-run presidential primary, with
registration by party, for 1992,

Republicans were off base with a
process that began 2% years before
the presidentlal election. Democrats
tried hard but still can't defend a

t from under their rocks.

‘They should have been in middle
America Michigan when Jesse Jack-
son was cheered by the students at
Southtleld High or as he talked with
the kids at Bloom{ield Hllls Lahser,

They may have learned a lesson
that many of those students already
know, They may have learned the
lesson that many people of my post-
war generatlon share with them.

The story, with some variation,
goes like thls,

In what seems like yesterday, 1
had a friend who was young, healthy,
handsome and athietic,

HE HAD the whole wide world in
his hands, as the song of that time
sald, Whatever he wanted, he could
have had. People looked at my
{ricnd as a leader for the future, a
person who would make his mark
and Jeave this world a better place,

No good reason could be found to
belleve otherwise.

But that {riend has been dead now
for almost 20 years. The sight of his
once healthy body, witherig and
wasting away from drugs, is the
scene that sears my memory.

We were at a party, sceing each
other for the first time In two years.
1 was shocked. This once promising
person was a junkie, a beroin addict
and rather proud of his state,

Steve
Barnaby

shook their fingers at the marijuana-
smoking crowd of the '60s. They told
us that “hard” drugs were a pmb!em
reserved for the ghetto.

Little money went into lighﬁng
what is today our major soclal prob-
lem, one that threatens this coun
try's foundation. The majority of ou-
country's leaders continue to turdt
thelr backs on this crisis.

And what many political analysu
and fail to realize ls thai

We want a leader who
is willing to address -
that issue. And we
don't care if that leader
is black, white, yellow
or brown.

generations exlst that know the dan-
gers of drugs and the harm they are
dolng to our country.

They also should realize we want &
leader who ls willing to address tha
issue. And we don't care if that lead
er is black, white, yellow or brown. -

And that s Lhe concern Jacksor

d and the other candldate:

those other guys. I can handle it,” he

said.

Out of all the vast world of oppor-
tunities this brilliant mind could
have grasped, he opted, instead, for
the lethal world of drugs.

A few weeks later, he was dead’

{rom a heroln overdose. His words to
me, “I ean handle it have haunted
me ever since.

T've hated drug abuse and the
profits made from it to this day.

Now, that many years ago, few
folks were attuned to drug abuse,
real drug abuse — the kind that de-

stroys,
OUR COUNTRY'S leaders m]ly

have completely missed.

This country has survived amc
prospered in spite of more than 20
years of free trade and trade embar
goes, wars and communists, fascist
and fanatles,

But our country, like my long

dead frlend, is slowly witherin
away ln the face of the iliegal drug
that overwhelm us.

Many in my geseration know ¥
and see 1t. Many In the next know
even better.

And that’s why Jesse Jackson !
winnlog.

For those of us in the know, h
color s very incidental. His cause

%?ﬁn’.’:ﬁ? that draws only one “Don't worry. I'm not like a lot of didn’t pay much They p y q!
Well I've sdmmed my goof, Now
GOP and th chief
u-insuhuuld do !hc same. THE BOTTOM 4
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