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Oakland plans suit for child-care funds

By Tim Richard
statf writor

QOakland County Is preparing to
suc the state for burdening it with
$800,000 In child-care costs.

A county board committec and a
probate court official say the state
violated the Headlee amendment of
the Michigan Constitution by impos-
ing a duty on the county without pro-
viding the grant to pay for it.

“The only way you'll make ‘em sit
up and take notice is to kit ‘em over
the head,” sald Don-

“The Leglstature has been dinking
around with Headlee since It was
passed,” agreed commlssioner Don-

outslde firm to pursue the case.
““IU's s0 cut-and-drled, why do we

have to get a blg name firm?" said

Ruel McPherson, R-

ald Jensen, R-Bir

THE GENERAL government
committee Monday gave 5-2 approv-
al of a resolution authorizing the ex-
ccutlve's budget department and
corporation counsel to flle sult
agalnst the state.

The proposal goes next to the full
county board.
voted

ald Bishop, R-Rochester, a former
state legislator,

Two

Hazel Park, In his dlssent.

“There's nothing difficult about It
(the case), sald commlssloner
Dennis Aaron, D-Oak Park, “Any-
body could do it. I could do it
mysell,” sald Aaron, an altorney,

‘The outslde fiem Is Kobl, Secrest,
Wardle, Lynch, Clark and Hampton,
Willlam Hampton is a former clreult
Jjudge and state leglslator,

were

no because the

the
Bishop, Jensen, chalr-

the corporation counsel o hire an

Faxon aid bill

‘weighs’
By Tim Richard
staft writer

Local school districts must walt
anather 10 days to see how state Sen.
Jack Faxon's proposed “welghted”
school ald formula will affect them.

“This raises the floor (base state
aid) slgnlficantly for all withaut
lowering the ceiling for any,” sald
Faxan, D-Farmington Hills.

He revealed his formula, but not
its specific effeets, in a Lansing
news conference last week. A com-
puter printout showing the cffect on
cvery district IS duc the week of
April 11, following the Legislature’s
spring break.

Guesswhatwe're up to
this Easter Sunday,

We'll go to any lengeh 1o tell
you about our Easter Brunch.
Adelectable buffet with
steamship sound of beef, ham,
lamb, and all the trimmings.

Bring everyone to the
Atrium Cafe for Easter
Brunch, served from 10:30
a.m. till 3 p.m. Call 879.6612
today to teserve your place.
We'll be giving away a giant
stuffed rabblt, so have the kids
color this ad and drop it in our
entry box, And while you’re
here, mect our favorite
spokesbunny.

$12.95 adults
$6.95 children isnder 12

THE
i CAFE
AT GUEST QUARTERS*
SUITE HOTEL
0 Tawer Drive * Troy, M|

850 T¢ t
" Northfield Hills Co: mICmm
¢ Atthe Crooks Road exit off 1.75

pupils

Other plans have ralsed the floor
for poorer school districts but cut
funds for the belt of “high tech”
school distriets stretching from Ro-
chester to Ann Arbor, Suburban op-
position to such aid plans could
doom them.

“I think many in the Republlean
caucus will support this plan,” sald
Faxon, a member of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committec.

ONE FUNDAMENTAL change of
Secnate Bill 795 would be to stop as-
signing state aid on the basis of
counting cach student as one.

® Fecl safe...secure...
comlortable.

® Private suites with
your furnishings.

 Nultitious meals
prepared for you,

ROYAL OAK-565-2550
AUBURN HILLS-853-2330
FARMINGTON HILLS-471-9141
BIRMINGHAM-645-0420

ANN ARBOR-326-7777
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RETIREMENT RESIDENCES

man_Richard Skarritt of Milford,
oy Rewold of Rochester and Demo-
crat Lllltan Jaffee Oaks of South-
s ficld.

BASIS OF Qakland’s complaint s
an alleged state shortage of funds
for a county budget item that was $6
milllon in 1981 and $68.4 milllon In
1986,

James Brennan, program cvalua-
tion speclallst for the board, sald a
1978 state law obligates the state lo
match 50 percent of the county's
child-care-fund

and each year has shlfted more and
morce costs to the county, He placed
the total for six years at more than
$300,000 and the 1986 tolal alone at
$322,000,

Barbara Consilio, probate court
administrator, sald Oakland offlctals
had approached the Michigan Asso-
clation of Countles (MAC) about fil-
Ing a class action sult on behalf of all
aggrieved countles, bul other coun-
tles were reluctant to fight.

BRENNAN AND Consilio said the
L

But the state “capped” its grants

 Enjoy the companlonship
of active, congenial adulls.

« Stimulating social and
recreatlonal activities.

® Housekeeping &
laundry service,

LIVONIA-281-2884

LINCOLN PARK-386-3600
ESTLAND-326-7777
DEARBORN HEIGHTS-278-6430,
STEALING HGTS,-978-1080
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in 1979 set up a Local
Government Review Board to declde

the valldity of claims from local
units alleglng violation of the
Headlee amendment.

But they sald the board had de-
layed claims because the panel ltself
was Inadequately funded.

The 1978 Headlee amendment
provides, among other things, that
state government may not lmpose
cost obligations on local units with-
out providing the money Lo pay far
them. X

County offlclals say It's one of the
most abused sections of the constitu-
tlon because the . Legislature con.
stantly looks for ways to shlft costs.

See Michigan’s largest in-stock sclection of
Rolex watches. Prices begin at $790.

528 N. Woodwand, Birmingham 4 klucks north of Maple 642.265%
Mondav-Satarday 9:30 t 5:30

SOUTHTOWNE CROSSING Eureka and Toledo-Dix 246-9733
WESTLAND CROSSING Across from Woatland Mall 522-1340
STERLING PLACE 18 Mile and Van Dyke Road 936-7120
CLINTON VALLEY CONSUMER MALL 44847 Schoanherr Ad. 254-5070
. OAKLAND PLAZA 360 John R, 568-8470 AL

50% off your second pair of shoes

Four Days Only

March 30-April 2

Buy one palr at our everyday
low price -

Get a'second palr of e&ual or
lesser value at half-price. . -
(Excluding Reabok & Dexter) - .

LIVONIA TOWNE S8QUARE 20635 W. 7 Mile Rd, 476-7622
HAMPTON PLAZA 2078 Rochestor Rond 853-3220
SOUTHFIELD PLAZA 29710 Southflold Rd. §57-7622
- ROSEVILLE 8HPG, CTR. 28800 N. Gratiot 774-4020
Also tn Ann Arbor, Flint, Totedo, and Saglnaw
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