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ONNIE CLEMMER and Bill
\ Pace, two well-known
L ‘"names In Detroll televislon,

‘are now tackling the Holly-

ﬁood scene, with some success.
{Clemmer, who was a ‘I'V-shuw

,and Pace, a p:
rectok;: shared the same dream of
' crudng‘ qunllly productions. Now,
and vice presidents in
Lon bow Producuom they are
worklng on several projects, includ-
ing a network TV minl-serics and a
fealwreilm,

They bave moved thelr base ofop-
erallons to Los Angeles but have a
d pgriner, thelr financial one, in
the Detroit area. He is Southfiel

ield en-
Dick Kughn, president of

"wm new guys on the block,”
Cleinmer sald during a recent visit
to the offices of the Observer & Ec-
centric. Pace arrived later, to join
himi in the Interview, where they dis-
cusrd how thelr move to Los Ange-
les bas helped them develop TV and
lllré projects.

‘l‘HElR FIRST production Is a
minl-serles they are co-producing
with Lorimar (where “Dallas” and
“Falconcrest” are produced). The se«
ries, which will run In two-hour seg-
medts two nights on CBS, is about

the{1925 murder trial of Dr. Osslan
Swaet, a black doctor in Detrolt who
wad defended by Clarence Darrow.

ot long ago, metropolitan De-

troiters had an opportunity to see a
drama about this same trial, in an

. vrl ! play presented locally (Ar-
us Beer did the ;lay at the Univer-
lltyl of Detroll), but Clemmer satd
| unq g' y was not thelr Inspiration.
d starud research the previ-

m "’ he said,
} Brlefly relelllng the story,
Cle;nmer said it's about a 30-year-
old plack doctor who wanted a nicer
. hoﬂ e than Paradise Valley and
ed into a white area, Raclal
thréats led him to ask his brothers
friends to help him defend the
houge. Weapons were smuggled In,
when whites rushed the house,
blacks opened llre. killing and in-

_ Quality partners
Glemmer Pace pair up for miniseries, movies

to take the case,” he said. The fa-
mous defense lawyer had just fine
ished the Leopold-Loeb trial and the

Scopes Monkey Trial. “Darrow
called it the single most Important
case of his career.”

DESCRIBING THE plot implica.
tions, Clemmer said, “It’s coming to
terms on an.inUmate black and
white drama, as well as a large-
scale soclal drama.”

“"We origlnally took it to PBS, but
they already had a Darrow project.
They were dolng the life of Darrow.”
Clemmer and Pace were told by a
contact that Lorimar was looking
for something speclal. The partners’
project provcd to be what Lorimar
wanted,

“You're golng to hear they're not
open to quality drama anymore, they
(producers) just want slash and
trash,” said Clemmer, who 1s grate-
ful that Isn't true.

Getting the project off the ground
was difficult. “The real test was seil-
Ing the writer,” Clemmer said. They
managed to get Hollywood's Joel
Ollansky, “a highly respected writer.
Once he was committed, CBS weat
for the deal.”

Clemmer said he and Pace have
been in and out of Detroit several
times, dolng rescarch on the produc-
tion. Helping them Is rescarcher
Susle Levin of Southfield, who was
an intern working with Clemmer
when he was at the WIBK-TV show
“PM Magazine."

“NOW JOEL is writing the script,
which will:take several months. He
will direct and we hope to have a
summer shoot,” Clemmer said.
Some weéks later, Pace sald by
phone that the script was delayed,
due to the Writer’s Guild strike.

Part of the minl-series will be shot
in New York, but Clemmer said
some fllm has been shot of the his-
torical area — the Garland-Char-
levoix area on Detroit’s cast side —
where the raclal confrontation oc-
curred.

He wasn't ready to announce the
cast. "We have a very good Idea who
will be portraying the 68-year-old
Darrow but we can't say. We
will have a major black TV and

Jurihg two of th
Sireet and h{s friends were put on
{for conspiracy to commit mur-
der; and eventually were acquitted.

The Sweet trial is known In aca.
dempfe circles and to historians,
Clemmer polnted out. A network TV
drafnatization would bring the ele-
mequ of this important, emotion-
charged case lnto (ocus with a wide
viewing audlence. /

“Parrow came out of retirement

!

Ing money from Investors for thelr
feature film “Montana.” It's a com-
Ing-of-age story, which they plan to
shoot by next spring. The film is
based cn the principals of horseman
Ray Hunl. The partners created the
storyline, for which Emmy Award-
winning TV and feature {ilm writer
Kathryn Montgomery will do the
seript.

1
‘
{

Former metro Delrolteu Ronnie Clemmer (left} and Bili Pace

are vice pr

in California. They

are working with Lurimar on a miniseries on the murder trial of

Abother Longbow project is “P.J,
and the Dragon,” & TV movie based
on the story of a Detroit family
whose son was striken with Jeukem-
ia. Detroiter Harvey Ovshinsky has
written the script. Ovshinsky also
helped develop the Darrow milni-se-
ries, writing the original treatment
on which the story is

SINCE MOVING to Callfornla,
Clemmer and Pace have had to lis-
ten to the gibes of some Detrolt crit-
lcs who wonder if they can contend

~ with the lifestyle of La-La Land. “If

you're going to be In the Hollywood
game, you have to be out there,”
Clemmer emphasized. “If you're
happy with what you're doing, you're
happy no matter where you are.”

Every time he Is In Detroit,
Clemmer visits Detrolt Country Day
School In Beverly Hills, where he
used to teach English, direct drama
and coach football. He sees Don

Cralg, who Is an old friend there, as
well as other teachers and students.
“I eame back for a 10th reunfon for
the class of '77 — a lot of kids who
were cspeclally close to me
Clemmer sald.

BIll Pace, a native Detrolter
(Clemmer is from Texas), said that
In putting together the TV minl-se-
rles on the Sweet trial, “We are
trylng to stick as factually as we
can, trying to uncover 1925 Detrolt.
We're checking transeripts and fac-
tual information, to find out what
was golng on in the city at that
time,” Records in the Detroit Police
Department and the Detrolt Public
Library have been helpful.

“There's so much conflicting testi-
mony,” Pace sald. They got
clearance to go over the police re-
ports, A library In Chicago has mi-
erofilm, and the NAACP's
newsletter Is a source, “We've liter-
ally crisscrossed the country to put
together the trial's transcripts,” he

S"EPNEN CANTRELL

Dr. Ossian Sweet, for CBS-TV, and are raising money to pro-
duce a feature film called “Montana.”

sald JIUs just an exhaustive pro-

One of the surprises of research
emerged when they talked to an 80-
year-old man who was a friend of
Sweet’s. He had been at a meeting
when Sweet and other {riends got to-
gether to talk about defending the
house, but he was out of town when
the shootout teck place.

During Pace’s years as a producer
and director in Detroit, he worked at
TV studios “on the cutting edge.” at
various times for four different TV
statlons: 7, 2, 4 and 56, “It was good
training ground,” he said. Pace origi-
nated “LateNight America” at Chan-
nel 56.

HIS BACKGROUND didn't signifi-
cantly alter the toughness of break-
ing into the L.A. market, however,
“A ot of people knew me from “La.
teNite America,” be said. “It was
carried on the network in Los Ange-
les, but It gave us no real edge. We

started from scratch and had to
learn every rung of the ladder.”

Quality productions Is the part-
ners' forte, “It doesn't mean high-
brow, artistic. The program has to
have substance, something to say,
not be trivial,” Pace said.

The move to Los Angeles in 1986
is finally beginning to bear fruit. It
may look easy, the partners declare,
but it’s hard work, not tucky breaks,
that Is paylng off.

Said Clemmer, “If we both get
passionate, we try to make the
project happen.’

Pace: “Our interests are simitar.”

Clemmer: “And values. We do It
all togethe

Pace: “It's a partnership in the
truest sense of the word. I would not
have survived this long in this gruel-
ing pmcss without Ronnie as a

partn

Whal makes it especlally rough is
that “so many people say, ‘No,' "
Pace sald.
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EUROPEAN OPERA TOUR

Led by NANCY MALITZ
Music Crlllc of the Detroit News

"JULY 20 - AUGUST 1,
GERMANY — AUSTRIA - ITALY

5 OPERAS + 1BALLET o 1 CONCERT
Duffet Breakfast Daily « § Dinners « 1 Luncheon o Campnhenﬂve
tseeing Throughout s All Entrance Fees « Tronsfers and Taxes

Limited to 25 people. $3699Fant Detcoit or Chicago
chuek e arcl e (313

1988

(313) 645-5050
SIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 43010

‘Pe'alu'l’s e
Garden

i .
* Serving the Finestin
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons . Dlnners- Carry Out Orders
Szechuanand Mandarin’
“ Open 7 days a. Week

Mon.<Thurs, 11 AM-10 PMs Friday 11 AM-11PM.
Sat. 12-11PM -Sunday 12:10 PM _

469 S. Woodward « BIrmingham ’
3\ 644-2913 . f(o@

Enjoy Eas

Imagmc the facesof children grcc.ung the giant Easter Bunny
arlaughingat the Clowns, . .orvisiting the cute furry creatures in
the petting zoo. The Hyaut Easter Brunch is more than a
dazzling display of delicious foods-from Mexican to Italian and
everything in between~it's a special way to celebrate Easter with

Brunch

cSund'ay, aq[xtl[ 3, 12 Noon - 6p.m.

\
0’%0/1 On
Over To
Our
Egg—cs’tm
Speeial
Easter
Buff;st

your family.
SUNDAY, APRIL 3rd Bhing the family tn for our egg-stravagant

. Sllglgg:_:;:k'diﬁg p.m. Ea;lu anfzt. The kids will love the gg-

. 58.50 for children ages 6-12 cltemant of a visit with the Easter Bunny!
Resemi e commended, ) Adults $12.95 Sentons [601] St.50 Children(6-11) $5.95
please call 593-1234, ext, 2231, A <Resewalions cRequived

’ 477-4000 Ext.1s0
HYATT REGENCYEE)DEARBORN “M‘”ﬂ A
In Falrlane Town Center, Dearborm, MI. FARMINGTOH HILLS
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