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Students file in for bus safety class

f_'a;.]l.buln Okruteky -

drills,” sald Beverly Hausman, su-
_stalf writor

pervisor of purchasing and transpor-
tation for Farminglon Public
Schy

‘This year, students in Farmington
ementary schools are learning
bout reading, wriling, arithmetic
and bus rlding.

Students In 10 of the district's ele-

“We haven't done it for the past
couple of years. Elementary-aged
students are groups we nced to tar-
get for safely education.”

Colncidentally, the assemblles
were held the same week the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department an-
nounced it was targeting drivers
who don't step for stopped school
buses with flashing red lights,

On the average, eight Michigan
children die in school-bus-related in-
cidents throughout the year, said
Morrison-Harke. Farmington Eills

“mentary schools last week attended
.a bus safely assembly by April Mor-
_slsonHarke, safety education cone
~“qultant for the Automobile Club of
_tAmericn, The remaining schools will
‘oparticipate in the assembly later this
yoar,

‘e have In years past held varl-
assemblies and evacuation

e
i By Louise Okeutsky nance, faflure to stop for a school

i statf writer bus [s a carrying a
H court app and a
¢ There's an object so famlllar, $50 fine,

¢ more and more drivers are passing
« ft atmost without thinking. It's big.
i 1t's yellow. It flashes red lights.
1+ I'saschool bus.
And Farminglon Hlils police urge
drivers to stop for school buses plck-
4 Ing up or discharging passengers.
+ 'Sliding by stopped school buses with
+ red flashing lights will earn you a
» ticket,
? I-~“Persons are late to an appolnt.
fient. The school bus pulls up, stops,
ulls up, stops again. They make a
¢ idecision, They see no one crossing,
d they drive past the bus,” said
¥ 1Sgt. Raymond Cranston of the Farm-
ington Hills Police Department

Whether alang a major road or a
subdivision street, drivers in back of
the bus and these approaching it
must stop when the bus s stopped
and {ts red lights are flashing.

ON A road divided by a medlan,
only drivers behind the school bus
must stop. size of the bus
doesn't malter,” Cranston said.

In Michigan, only private and pub-
lle school buses are yellow. Buses
used by camps or rellgious organiza-
tlons must be painted another color.

Cranston sald he doesn’t think any-
one in the city's history has been
hurt by a car while getting off a

alfle Sectlon.
“A large percentage of violators
- are Farmington Hills residents, The
bulk of violators are Oakland County
esidents,” he added,

school bus.
“Farmington is unique In one re-
spect in that there are very few sites
where children cross the street after
getting out of the school bus, There

Under state law and city ordi- are only two sites,” Cranston said.

" School bus passengers must cross
the street in front of the bus. But as
Oakland County develops, trafflc
afong its roads also grows.

“We've had a number of incidents.
It's a potentially hazardous situa-
tion,” Cranston said.

In recent years, complalints have
risen about drivers alang mile roads,
especially 11 Mile, not stopping for
school buses.

“We want to get people to wake up
and start thinking,” Cranston said.
“We're getting Into the warm weath-
er months, and that’s when we se¢
higher speeds.

“Everyone s a lttle less altentive
this time of year,” Cranston added.
“They're not really thinking, ‘Hey,
I'm driviog an auto out in the
1 road!

IN THE past, bus drivers have

police say a child hasn't been killed
by a car alter getting off a school
bus since the city Incorporated 15
years ago.

AVAILABLE FREE to schools,
the AAA safety assembly stresses
(he Importance of knowing a schoo!
bus's danger zones. In bus safely, 10
shapes up to be a magic number.
Students should take care to stay al
Ieast 10 feet away from all sides of
the bus.

“Drivers can't sec within that
zone, regardless of mirrors,” Morrl-
son-Harke said,

“You just can't see. It's important
to educate the drivers and the kids,

And it's important to cducate the
parents, too,” she sald.

Drlvers must stop at least 10 fcet
away from a halted school bus with
flashing red lights, Children should
walk 10 glant stcps in front of the
school bus before crossing the street,
1f they cross any closer to (he front
of the bus, the driver can't see them.

Younger clementary-age children
need to be reminded that although
they see the bus every day, that
doesn't mean they don't need to be
careful,

“Especially kids In kindergarten

* through third grade. They'll drop a

lunch pall while getting off the bus.
‘They think nothing of crawling under

the bus o retrleve it Morrison-
Harke sald.

CHILDREN NEED to think about
safety withln the bus as well as out-
slde of It. They need to realltze they
must stay In their seats. *You can't
put your arms out of the window,”
Morrison-Harke sald,

School buses don't have seat belts,
but they have high padded seat backs
to protect the head, neck and spine,
Marrison-Harke sald. For that padd-

- ing to be effcctive, students must sit

properly.

“If they're kneeling on the seat,
talking to someone behind them,
they're nat protected,” she sald.

Even if the venicle is traveling
slowly, the amount of impact upon
collislon is'something to be reckoned
with, To estimale the welght you'll
fee! upon Impact, multiply body
welght by the speed of travel.

Part of the bus safely assembly Is
devoted to acquainting children with
emergency evacuation procedures.
During practice, leachers stand on
the ground and assist students
alighting from the emergency exit.

“We tell them that in case of an
accident, they may have to take over
and do it themselves. We give them
the needed informatlon,” Morrison-
Harke sald.

Farmington Public Satety Officer Vincent Ziegler talks to !

made formal complaints to police
about drivers who don't heed flash-
ing lights.

Last week, pollce conducted a
seminar with bus drivers to educate
them about what follows when they
file a complzint. In some cases, driv-
ers may need to go to court as wit-
nesses for the city.

“That's not anyone's definition of
a relaxing time,” Cranston sald.

Pollee plan to dispatch an officer
o the bus garage once a week to

take complaints and offer followup*

an previous complaints,

“We won't glve out the drivers’
names, but we can say that they
were fined,” he sald. “We want the
drivers to know that something
comes of their complalnts.”
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of events

Find the latest ideas for your mosi fashion.consclous summer ever.

BIRMINGHAM

APRIL 5 THROUGH 7 See our exclusive Rosalie Designs Needlepoint Show of

artistic pastel canvases in the Needlepoint Shop.

THURSDAY, APAIL 14
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Informal modeling of Parisian fashions from our Chanel
Boutique and Accessories Corner.

11 a.m.5 p.m. Find the right undergarments for your summer styles...
Intimate Apparel Solutions Clinic with Paula McManus.
7 pm. Join us In the Signature Salon for our Summer Preview
Fashion Show...sportswear, day and evening dressing.
Reservations, call 644-6900, ext. 344, :

THURSDAY, APRIL 23
7 pum.

Day to Evening Fashion Seminar...sults, blouses and
dresses wilh perfect accessories. R.S.V.P. $44.6900,
ext. 309. Dress Salon

FRIDAY, APRIL 29

See our Tikliner Spring/Summer international Designer
10 a.m.$ p.m. i !

Cc informally

1 pm. All-Together Fashlon Seminar focuses on the total look
..sportswear, accessorles, shoes and handbags.

Reservations, call 644-6900, ext. 268.

Jacobson’s

Shop unili 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday
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