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Bach sample ensures his immortality

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal wrltor

This Is the time of Bach celebra-
tions.

Chamberwaorks scrles has been of-
ferlng us barogue musle programs
this season. While all were expertly
designed and prepared, none could
match the quality of last week's pro-
gram. This is because — there was
no master who could equal J, S.
Bach, at Icast not during the baroque
era.

It Is falrly easy to put together a
program of works by Bach. The
quantity, In almost every form,
could provide material for a com-
plete serics dedleated to his music
practlcally indefinltely. Bach’s mu-
sic may be challenglng and formida-
ble, but some of it is o

rlty were the rule on this program.
Credit for thls goes to Thomas Ku-
ras, artistic director of the series.
‘The knowledge of the period that

Kuras demonstrates in these pro-
grams should qualify him 2s a lead.
ing authority on the subject. It goes
beyond the encyclopedic assimila-
tlon af facts. The style and atmos-
phere of the period scem to be a nat-
ural environment for him and Lhls
tends o transform the event into a

listeners of all levels. Even those
works that don't require technical
virtuosity demand a great deal of
understanding and commitment by
the performers to make an impact.

Stylistic comprehension and Integ-
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genuine, of a
living perled and sler rather than
an abstract academic study of an-
cient musle.

IT WOULD be impossible to pres-

ent o significant varlety of Bach's
muslc In a single program. This one,

$8.95

TILL MI DNIGHT

27189 Grand

River (East of Inkster) J
\ 532-2882

Indeed, gave only a small sample of
his chamber music, excluding such
major categorles as cantalas, works
tor unaccompanled strings, and

even this small
sample would have been sufficient to
make him lmmortal.

The selections were two sonatas
for violln and harpsichord, a sonata
for viola da gamba and harpsichord,
a French sulte, a prelude and fugue
from the “Well Tempered Clavler”
and a sonata for two vlelins and bas-
50 continuo, Kuras, who played the
harpsichord, was joined by viollnlsts
Marla Smith and Stephanie Preucl)
and cellist Paul Willlngton.

‘The perceptlon of style, the most
Impartant clement in Bach's music,
was always present and made thls
program extremely rewarding In
splte of some occaslonal intonation
slips. To those who argue that the
harpsichord Is a monotonous instru-
ment due (o its Inability Lo support a
crescendo, the playing of the French
sulte in E Flat Major and the Pre-
lude and Fugue in C Major provide a
convincing refutation.

The stylistically correct rubato

and the varied embellishments on
the repeats made the music as var-
led and eventful as any work from
later periods. The strings, played
with only minimal vibrato, were un-
compromised in thelr expressive
quallty.

As always, the event was sold out
and only those who ordered tickets
could be admitted. Due to the Hmit-
ed scating capacity of the Belian
Center, this Is likely to be the casc in
the future.

Photos document bygone lifestyle

“The Highway as Habital: A Roy
Stryker Documentation, 19431955,
at Henry Ford Muscum, to June 12,
i3 a photographic exhibit of 136
black and white images capturing a
bygone era.

Exccuted under the direction of
sociologist Roy Stryker for Standard
0il of New Jersey, the decumentary

project, from which the exhlbit was

drawn, preduced over 70,000 Images
that have become a marrative of
their time — the time when the auto-
moblle had revolutionlzed American
culture, but not yet overwhelmed the
landscape.

In a manner similar to the “Day In
the Life" projects famlliar today,
Roy Stryker engaged 25 photogra-
phers in 1943 to document American
culture as it related to olt. Stryker

took no pictures hlmsell, Rather, for
12 years he sent his photographers
out In the fleld armed with knowl-
edge about economics, sociology and
the Intricacies of the oll business.
Because he defined the project in a
very broad way, the Images, once
only impertant to an oil company,
became a detalled pletorial history
partraying American culture during
;l:]c World War II and pest-war peri-

Stryker's documentation Is a por-
trait of how truly pervasive the auto-
moblle had become In American so-
clely, It had brought the hub of life
from the towns out onto the high-
ways, Roadside diners were viable
because travelers needed sustenance
as they hurried on their way.

Motels sprung up for road-weary

and
men to resi en route to new horlmns‘
Massive bridges were bullt so trav.
elers could pursue new vistas even
farther. And gas statlons were a ne-
cessity to keep this bustling soclety
an its wheels,

Ulrich Keller, a Unlversity of Cal-
ifornia Santa Barbara art history
professor who selected the photo-
graphs for the exhibit, stumbled
upon the Standard Ol photographic
archlve at the Unlversity of Louisi-
ana In 1970 when he first came lo
the United States from hls native
West Germany.

The Images of post-war Amerlca
with fts glistening cars and middle
class excesses contrasted sharply
with his own childhood memories of
a war-torn Germany where every-

onc relied upon publlc transportation
and only the very wealthy had auto-
mobiles.

Stryker Is also known for the pho-
to documentation he organized for
Roosevelt’s Farm Seeurity Adminis-
tratlon deplcting rural America dur-
ing the 1930s Great Depressjon.

Jncluded among the 22 photogra-
phers represented in the “The High-
way as Habltat" exhlbil are John
Vachon, Margaret Bourke-White,
Charies Rotkin, Esther Bubiey. Kus-
sell Lee, Harold Corsini, Gordon
Parks and Sol Libsohn.

“The Highway as habitat" is on
foan from the Universlty of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara. There Is no addi-
tlonal charge for the exhibit beyond
the regular museum admission
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