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Others set to continue Falcon tradition

By Dan O'Moara
staff writer

The obvious questien to ask re-
garding the statc of boys track at
Farmington High School is simply: Is
there life after Chris Inch and Al
Stebblns?

The duo was among the top track.
men In the area for several years
and paced the Falcons to an out-
standing season a year ago.

Inch and Stebblns, who were
named to the All-Observerland team
in-the 3,200- and 800-meter runs, re-
spem!vcly, also comprised hall of
the 3,200 relay team that won the
Class A champlonshlp last June.

Inch now competes for the Univer-
sity of Illinols in cross country as
well as (eack, and Stebblns does like-
wise for Ferrls State College.

“There’s always life after,” said
Farmington coach Dave Catherman,
adding the other two members of
that stellar rclay team, Brandon
Londen and Ron Smedley, are back
for their senior seasons,

“THEY'RE GOING to be versatile
and spectacular performers in a cou-
ple events,” Catherman added.

London is an excellent high jump-
er, too, and {Inished fn the top 10 at
last weekend’s Huron Relays with a

- 6-foot-4 leap, He reached a persenal
best of 6-7 last year and was a re-
gional champion.

Smedley, who excels In the middle

- distances, was on the distance med-

- ley relay hat placed cighth at the
Huron Relays, He ran the 1,200-
meter leg and was jolned by Tom
Hunt (800), Steve Quenneville (1800)
and Nick Malscl (400).

Anthony Arrigton
Redford CC

'Th y (ﬂon 5mndley at
right, and Brandon
Landon) are going to,
- be'versatlle and
opacbcular :
. pedorman In a couple
vents.”
L Davs Catherman
Farminglon track coach

Brian Dugas
Rediord CC

White the Falcons have always
becn good in the distance events and
relays — largely due to assistant
track coach Jerry Young's success-
ful cross country program — Farm-
ington will be more cempetitive In
all relays, and Maisel's sprinting
abllity is a primary reason.

He competed for the Falcons as a
sophomore, then moved to Indiana,
where he quallfled for the state
championships in the open 400 and
ran 49 flat. In addition, senior Bl
Lindbert and junior Lamont Hardge
give Farmington added sprint speed.

Londen and Hunt specialize in the
800 run, Smedley's primary event is
the 1600 and fellow cross country
velerans Matt Walter, Brad Moore
and Quenneville can run either the
1600 or 3200.

Bl Vitti
Redford CC

Dwayne Kelley
Bishop Borgess

* 8y C.J. Risak
. stalt writer

Da Juan Smith
Bishop Borgess

team. This season, the work to estab.
lish the Ploneers as a legitimate
« Great Lakes Conference team actu-
"4 ally begins.
. "Idon't even want to consider last
year as a bullding process,” sald new
coach Paul Chapoton, who
served as Rod Righter’s asslstant In
1987, “We have six people left from
21 on the team a year ago. We had to
undo a ot of things and start over
again.'

Chapoton, who coached at Utlca
High School for 12 years prior to last
. ¢ season's assistantship, did not want

I to claborate further on last years
disaster, ln which the Ploneers man-
aged just four wins in 82 games, But
. § perhaps Righter’s official statement
on his resignation was explanation
enough,
¢+ Sald Righter: “I didn't have the
time to dovote to being both a facul-
ty member and bascball coach,”

CHAPOTON TOOK over A team
-with almost no

Last year was thc first for Oak-
-+ land University's relnstated baseball

Shawn Wimberly
Wayne Memorial

‘OU shrugs off last year,
§eyes fresh startin '88

“WE MIGHT BE a little stronger
as a dual-meet team, and weekends
should be 2 lot of fun,” Catherman
sald. “We should be able to put to-
gether a lot of relay combinatlons.”

'hereas, the Falcons were primi-
arily restrlcted to dlstance and med-
ley relays at past invitationals, they
hope to expand thelr competitive-
ness into the sprint events,

“We have a very strong senior
team and outstanding senlor leader-
ship In the running cvents,” Cather-
man added. “Depth may be a prob-
lem again, but our front-line people
are very strong.”

He sald it's too early to know who
Farmington will have in its relays,
and the likellhood of defending the
3200 crown, in which the Falcons set
a state-meet record of 7:50.02, would

be pure sp

“It would be hard to find four
(runners) who could run under two
(minutes) flat anywhere,” Cather-
man sald.

“We ended up putting that (relay)
together, because It looked llke the
one in which we had the best chance.
We trled to wait as long as we could,
to peak at the right time, and made a
hard push in late May.”

FARMINGTON might have as
good a team overall, but it would be
impossible for any team to think it
could replace Inch and Stebbins,
however,

“The real contribution Chrils and
Al made was not just last year but
over Lhe four years,” Catherman
sald, “They dld a lot for the team,
and I'm very pleased to sce them go
down in school and state hlstory like
that.

“Their reputation Is still lingering,
but Mr. Young always scems lo
come up with somebody new." The
Falcons have 23 distance runners on
thelr 1988 team, he added.

Farmington bas a 19-foot-plus
long jumper in sentor Jason Wright,
who also runs both hurdle races, The
Falcons have good depth in the pole
vault with senlors Doug MacLeod,
Matt Nichols and Joe Johnston hav-
Ing previously reached 11 feet.

The high jump wlill be “a real
strong event for us”" with Lindbert
and senjor Steve Miller, both &-foot

na, one of the best shot putters in the
area, but senlors Mike Neal .and

Please turn to Page 2

{ pholographor

Brandon London assumes the role of team leader in his senlor
season and once again will be one of the area’s top athlctes
this spring.

Basketball stars
Catholic League dominates squad

By Brad Emons

and Dan O'Moara
stalf writers

HIS YEAR'S All-Observer boys basket.
I ball team has a distinct Catholic League

Central Divislon flaver.
Slx of the seven players chosen by the
Observer sports staff for the 1987-88 team come
from the rugged Central.

Class B state runnerup Redford Bishop Borgess
placed three on the first team, all of whom are
headed for Division I schools. Coach Mike Fusco,
who guided the Spartans to a 24-4 season, was also
named Observerland Coach of the Year for the
sccond consecutive time. His record over six
years Is 87-47,

Redford Catholic Central; which finished 19-6
overall, also sports three players on the first
team. The Shamrocks reached the Class A reglon-
al finals at Ferndale before losing to eventual
state champion Detroit Cooley. They suffered
three close losses during the regular season to

TgeSS,
Thc other first team pick, Shawn Wimberly,
halls from Wayne Memorial,
Introducing the 1967-88 All-Area boys basket-
ball team.

FIRST TEAM

Parish Hickman, contor, Redford Bishop Borgess:
Making his second stralght appearance on tho AlkArea
team, the 6-foot-7 senlor was Iho area’s most dominal-
ing player, averaging 16.6 points and 8,5 robounds per
game.

The consansus Ali-Catholic League pick Is one of five
talented recruils from 1his state headed In the fall for
Michigan State University.

“'Patish developed inlo a multi-skilled player,” sald
Borgoss coach Mike Fusco. “This year we looked at him
as more than Just an Insida player. This year he was able
to do many mote things both offensively and defenstve-
s

Shawn Wimberly, guard, Wayns Memorial: The
area's top scorer, Wimberly averaged 22.4 poinis per
game. The 6-2, 165-pound senior also overaged 6,3 re-

bounds and 4.7 assists lor the Zsbras.
"1 thought Shawn haﬂ as good a senior year 8s any
player I'vo coached, sald Chuck Henry. “Even though
we went to him all the time, he was 8 very unsellish
player."
‘Wimberly, also named to the AlkWolverine A League
squad, is undecided about his colloge choice.

Brian Dugas, forward, Redlord Cathollc Central; The
6-3, 170-pound senlor was a three-year starter and co-
coptain for tho Shamiocks. This season he averaged
20.4 points per game, shooting 42 percent from tha fioor
and 78 percent trom the lree throw llne. The An-Catholic
League pick also averaged 6.5 rebound:

“8rian was a vory heady player,” uld CC coach Ber-
nia Holowickl. “Ho never missed a practice or a game.
He was very oondcmlws and dependable. Very coach-
able as well

Bill Vittl, contor, Redtord Cathollc Contral: The 8-5,
205-pound senior held his own agalnst some of tho
stata’s best big men Including Parish Hickman, Mike
Poplawskl of DeLaSallo and Danlel Lyton of Detroit Coo-
loy.
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SPA SPECIAL

As featured at the Home Builder’s Show

baseball

SAVE 2000

‘Hot Spring's deluxe

Macomb Commuolity ~College;
Fenner is the team’s lone lefty,

They joln an almost completely
rebullt staff. Elght of nine Ploncer
pitchers are new, the exception
belng sophomere righthander Chris
Foster from Rochester (Adams).
Foster was better than his 0-8
record, 7.83 camned run average Indi-

cal L .
Jolnlng  Sadowski, Fenner and -

Foster in the lum.lng rotation will
be junlor Duana Moore of Oxford
and freshman Scott Tucker - of
Grossa Polnte, both righthanders.

to prepare for last season and It
showed. When Chapoton took over,
:): re!:elved a -ll;:lck of informational

cets on possible prospects — but
100 lats to contact Jcmm

Ho did manage to sign'a pair of
pllchen who could help OU reach Its

irst goal: tabllity.
Chapown gnces Pat Sadowsk), a

‘remalning (“We have 10 t?;
 ione scholarship left"} and with Little
Ithn e left to recruit. Righter, an OU
'lcnlty member, also had little ume

from Bter-
ling Helghts; and"Scott Fcnner,
reshman lefthander from Cllo, are
listed a3 starters entering the sea-
son, Sudowlu played last season at

=

How

Dorfman of Soulhfield (Lathrup) wtll

be used is yet to be determined, an

13 depended npon John Jnmh)’u lta-
tus,

JACOBY, A JUNIDR tighthander
{rom Saglnaw, “throws hard,” sald

Jacoby as-his hpucllpm llapper. "but )

uot {f he'can't thro
hnun"j E:

Indoor/Outdoor
Spa-for-5

Plus a custom-designed
redwood gazebo,
complete with qun]ity

Exteuded through
this weekend.
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It f you | have missed the show, please dont miss the oppommity of taking
[ il show pricing thru this weekend. This is
lowest priclng of the year, 50 hurry to your nearest California Comfort.

Of cout
you 'n{:::‘ ‘.l.:lu ive m
o i Callforma Comfort Spa& Sauna Co.
“2‘:.:: y'i{:-‘b:il:‘lnd Tt siwe 1w

BESTIBUY Hot Bpring s # 1 According to Conmumer Digest
1230 Watton B, (Grost Oaka Mal+ Rochestar, M145053+ 319-851-0208
20504 Norttwestern livy. | (&MM}~MH.MIM' 313-858-1000
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Guaranteed .loﬁrest
operating cost.
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