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Pontiac called best Alternate courthouse plans
location for prison yamasaki soothes cost-conscious board

Qakland County’s two tep law en-
forcement officials urged the state
Department of Corrections to bulld a
planned new prison on county prop-
erty In Pontlac rather than any of
four rural sites under consideration.

Prosccutor L. Brooks Patterson
sald he “rescnted” the way state
consultant John Dziurman, a Ro-
chester archlteet, “went around my
office” by taillng Lo consult him be-
fore recommending a prlson slte.

Sherlff John Nichols sald 2 612-
bed regional prison site adjacent to
the county jail would “save a helluva
lat of limc and trouble transporting
prisoners.”

The two Republican county offi-
clals, boasting 65 years of law en-
forcement experience between
them, called a news conference Mon-
day to send their message (o the
state capital, “It’s golng to be decid-
od In the politlcal arena in Lansing,”
Patterson said,

THEY LISTED these reasons for
preferring a Pontiac slite:

® The prison would bring some
300 jobs Lo depressed Pontiac,

@ The cily Income tax could be
applled to the payroil for $60,000 or
more in revenue.

® The state has offered to shut
down half-way houses in Pontiac,
which Patterson said are unguarded
residences for murderers and
robbers and “spilfovers for crime.”

A prison would be far safer, he satd,

# State prisan guards and county
Jall guards could be tralned together,
allowlng a sharing of costs.

# The sheriff’s department, about
three times a week, must transport
20 prisoncrs to the state prison at
Jackson and bring nine or 10 back
for court hearlngs. “That's a day
kllted for two guards,” Nichols said.
With a prison next door, prisoners
could be walked there, posslbly
through a tunnel, he said,

“1'd like to be able to look out my
office window and see the product of
my labor,” Patterson sald.

“YOU'RE GOING to see a diminu-
tion of crime,” sald Patterson, if a
slnle prlson replaces half-way hous-

l!e noted that accused family
killer Jesse Marks had escaped (rom
a half-way house when (he crlme
was commmitted, even though he al-
ready was convicted of one murder.

“There are not a rash of escapes
(from jall),”” added Nlchols, saying
there were only two in his 3t years
In office.

“A modern prison doesn’t stand
out like a POW (prisoncr of war)
steckade, Modern prisons look llke a
college campus,” the sheriff said.

Pontiac Mayor Walter Moore has
strenuously opposed a prison in Pon-
tiae, arguing the county seat already
has its share of institutions,
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NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE ELDERLY

By Tim Rlchard
staff writer

Soothing county commlssioners,
architect Kim Yamasaki sald he
would oﬂcr alternate master plan

Moncy was budgeted In the 1988 cap-
ital program,

“For projects that have a poten-
ttal cost of $20 million to $30 mil-
lion, the fee represents an invest-
menl of aboul 1 percent and is quite

for a new law ' sald Don
Ilbrary and parking deck. mannger of the county's facilitles
Oakland offlclals are split on engineering dlvision.

whether 1o build an cntlrely new
court tower for 14 current and four
new circuit judges by 1992 or just
expanslon space for the courts,

“We're asking for a task force we'

can work with,” sald Yamasaki,
princlpal of Minoru Yamasaki Asso-
clates of Troy, “We wlll work toward
a single solntlon and a budget for
that solution.”

THE COUNTY board's planning
and bullding committee gave 7-0 ap-
proval to Yamasaki's proposal to al-
ternate space plans for a fee of up to
$218,240,

‘The proposal was forwarded to the
finance committee, which approves
all contracts and spending items,

Yamasakl will bcgln by studying
operations of both the circuit and
probate courts and related

“The program has expanded con-
stderably,” sald commlssloner Rich-
ard Skarritt, R-Milford, a member
of the planning and bullding commit-
lee. "Bvaryone tells you 'we need
more.'

Added chairman Anne Hobart, R-
Waterford: “What are we going to do
with the existing courtrooms, with
thelr high ceilings and all that mar-
bk;':."'

— prosecutor, Irlend of the court,
prabatlon department and so on,

Hls firm initially will definc the
work program and find sites ~ not
design the bullding. That wiil come
later, after county officials decide
what they need.

JUDGES GENERALLY favor an
all-new facility, citing a need not ap-
parent in the '50s when the present
court lower was buill.

These Include sccurlty for judges
and witnesses, and separate en-
trances for judges, prisoners and the
public.
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a a
$20 milllon total project with an ad-
dition to the courthouse wing. Exee.
utive Daniel T. Murphy and judges
envislon a new court tower and a to-
tal project which, by some estl-
mates, could hit $42 milllon.

YAMASARI WAS the overwhelm-
ing cholce ol a jolnt executlve-board-
caurt selection committee, which lls-

® Assessing the judiciory’s space
needs based on futere caseloads and
numbers of judges.

® Forecasting traffic and parking
needs,
® Studylng capaclty of existing
utilities and mechanical (heating-
coollng) systems,

® Olfering alternative plans with
a comparlson of costs and bencfits.

There Is general agreement the
court wing would be north of the ¢x-
isting courthouse al 1200 N. Tele-
graph, Pontiac; that the parking
deck would be northwest of the
courthouse on an existing lot; and
that the law Hbrary would be south
of the courthouse across a service
drive.

A veterans memortal would be
part of the library project.

Officlals agree on the need for

tencd ral prop
He has split the jeb into a series of
tasks:

center west of Telegraph
Road, but that will be designed un
der a separate contract,
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**The Original Gourmet Cinnamon Roll,” the
Pecan Sticky Bun, che mid-sized Petice Roll and the
bite.sized Mini-Cinni®. Our newest creations are
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