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1990 target date for new school

By Janico Brunson
statf weiter

Farmington Public Schools ad-
ministrators and trustees are in a
race against time to have ready for
use by September 1990 the first new
school in the district in 20 years.

‘The arduous process was Jaunched
Tuesday when deputy superintend-
et Michael Flanagan outlined for
board members a timetable that he
said must be carefully adhered to if
the new eletentary school is (o be
ready for students by school year
1990.

“It's an extrememly tight time
line, Tf anything in the process falls
down, we'll miss the target date. But
1 feel pretty confident we can have a
new building on the west side by
1990,” Flanagan suid.

Plans include both construction of
a new elementary school to ease pro-
jected crowding and expansion of
the Farmington High Schoo! media
center. Combined costs of both proj-
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ects is estimated at $6 million.
Under Flanagan's timetable, an
architect must be selected and tenta-

have to work our tails off to get the
questlon on the ballot by Septem-
ber,” Flanagan said.

If financi

tive designs for the y
school completed in time for review
by schoo] board members at their
regular mieeting in May.

Flanagan must alse complete by
that date a comprehensive state ap-
plication identifying construction
specifies and exaet costs of the
project. Onee the district board ap-
proves the applleation, approval
must be obtained from the state
board of education in encugh lime to
place the issue before voters.

IF ALL poes according to plan,
voters will be asked In a speclal
election Wednesday, Scpt. 14, to ap-
prove a bond for financing the ele-
mentary schoal, Flanagan said the
exact amount of the bond request
has nat yet been ascertained, but a
final tigure will be ready by May.
The total request will likely include
costs for major renovations on exist-
ing buildings in the district.

“The one question mark In this
process is whether or nat we will get
approval back from the state in
time. The entire process sounds
casy, but the bottom llne is, we'll

_police/fire calls

is apy by voters,
Flanagan expeets construction on
the new clementary school, near 11
Mile and Halsted, to begin by spring
or summer 1989, allowing timc
cnough for both constructlon and
furnishing of the new school. Flana-
gan estimates it will take two
months {0 equip and furblsh the
schoa).

The district already has money for
expansion of the media center from
the sate of schoo) property to Little
Caesar Enterprises at 12 Mile and
Drake cariicr this decade.

The district is now advertlsing in
arca newspapers ond professlonat
journals for intcrested architects
who will be asked to comptete com-
prehensive applications for review
by the district’s Buildings and Sites
Committee, which includes three
board raembers, superintendent
Graham Lewis, Flanagan and other
resource peaple.

THE FINALIST will be selectey
on the basls of references, a personal -
Intervlew and Inspections of com-
pleted projects by the architect.
Flanagan tntends to Include educa-

tors and custodlans In the on-site in-
spection process.

“We'll go right to the users of the
building and ask them questlons.
We'll Inspeet things like the heating
and ventilation systems, roofs and
other things that tend to be major
problems In schools, This wiil tell us
a lot more than a sales pltch,” he
said, .

During Tuesday's meeting, board
members repeatedly emphasized the
project “be done right and the prop-
er amount of tlme be taken to do It
right,” Flanagan sald.

The exact size of the new elemen.
tary school will be determined by
projected enrollment increases over
the next five years. Flanagan ex-
pects the figures to justify a 24-
classroom school.

When completed, the school will
be the first to be bullt In the district
sknce construction of Woodcereck El
ementary School nearly 20 years
ago. The distrlel currently has 23
buildings.

Renovatlons on existing buiidings
wlll include “face-ifting things,"” ac-
cording to Flanagan. He sald build-
ings 20 years old and older ofien
need renovation on floors, lighting
systems and roofs.
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Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® THEFTS REPORTED

A cellular telephone valued at
$1,100 was reported stolen from a
car parked at Farmington Tennls
Club, 27777 Farmington, March 28.

A 1986 Pontlac valued at $17,000
was reported stolen from Greenhtll
Apartments March 28-29,

Constructlon materlals valued at
$1,500 were rcported stelen from
River Pine Condos March 28-29,

A color TV and a radar detector
valued at $900 were reported stolen
from a house on Spring Lane March
28-29,
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“In Farmington and Farmington
Hills, we have plenty of subsldized
houslng for senlors, We have none
for low-income families — young
people with children. I guess what
that means here is that it is OK to
be old and peor, but we don't want
you Hcre It you are young and

r.

She thinks it's healthier for the
nation, healthier for the communi.
ty, healthier for everybody to have
amix.

“When the money is given to
middle or high inceme people,” she
said, “we call it mortgage interest
deductlans. When the money s giv-
en lo the poor, we call it handouts.”

KOWALESKI BELIEVES the
combinatlon of high rent and Jack
of low-cost housing is probably the
biggest reason many get locked
into the “vicious cyele of the wel-
fare system and can never work
thelr way out.”

“Well, that and some of the cra.
zy rules, like you cannot get assist-
ance if you have a car that's worth
more Lhan $1,500, So a man is ex-
pected to sell a decent car and get
back and forth to work in a junk-
er,” she said.

But housing is still the big prob-
lem. “Working for minlmum wage
might mean you have the $350 to
pay the rent that month, but you
have nothing left to pay the food
and utility blits, When he gels too

Her goal: decent
standard for all

far behind to ever catch up, he can
be beaten down to glvlng up and
golng on welfare,"” Kowaleskl sald,

When asked about a typlcal wels
fare system ‘Catch 22, Kowaleski
told the story of a woman with
three children she met recently,

The woman’s husband had begun
servige In the U.S. Army three
monti@ago and had never recelved
an al ent check. She had no
food in the house and was three
months behind In the rent.

“Appeals for assistance were de-
nied before she could show a mar.
rlage certificate, birth certificates,
and praof of her husband’s
whereabouts wrltten by his imme-
diate superfor In the Army. She's
going Inlo court for eviction,”
Kowaleski safd.

TIUE LEAGUE of Women Voters
*“wants our report read by the resl.
dents so they will understand what
Is golng on in cur own backyards,”
Kowaleski sald.

“We have a medlan income of
about $40,000 here, yet more than
17 percent are Wving on Jess than
$10,000 a year."

Kowaleski s a graduate of Ro-
sary College in Forest Park, 11l
She's a member of Kappa Gamma
PJ, an honor society for graduates
of Catholic colleges.

She lobbles for and negotiates
wlith state leglslators over wellare
proposals as a representative of
League of Women Voters.

She and husband Ed have nine
children, ages 19-35.
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When it comes o convenlence in checking, Guaranty Federal’s a winner on all
accounts. Whetheryou've gota loto depositoral

re mors the withdrawing type, we've
gol he checking account fo suit your needs.

around fown.

PREMIUM CHECKING

Cross a checking account with a first-
rate savings account, and what do you
get? Qur premium checking. You not
only get fea-free checking when you
malnfain o low minimum bolance
(8500), but you also earn 5,25% inter-
eston your money until it's used—arate
even higherthon many savings occounts

ECONOMY CHECKING

Even for those on @ tight budget,
Guaranty Federal is still the land of the
free—iree checking, that Is. With just a
$299 minimum balance, there’s no per-
check charges and no moenthly fee, Even
your first order of checks is free.

protection(for qualified
applicants). Better yet,
a checking account at
Guaranty Federal allows
you fo check ino your

_Bolh our accounts Include o com-
+ bined monthty statement of all your
Guaranty Federal accounts, and overdraft

SOONIAT:M.'s AT FAR
AND:SOUTHGATE LOCATIONS.

We outnice the other banks,

Tu_ylor * Lincaln Park ® Dearbom » Riverview « Wyondotis  Allen Park ¢ Trenton

Formington Hills ® Southato
374-3300

own personal ling of credit. if your appli-
cation is approved, your line of credit Is
like on Instant approvea loan, for os

much as $5000. So if

" you're shopping for o

new account, put

. Guoranty Federal at

thelop ofyourcheck-list.
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