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street seen

Charlene
Mitchell

Street Seen reporter Charlene Mitchell is always looking
Sor the unusual and the unique, She welcomes comments and
suppestions from readers and enterprising entrepreneurs.
Write frer in cure of this newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft Road,
Lironia 45150, or call 531-2300, Ext. 313.
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Sitting duck

A hand-carved wooden duck which opens into twa sep-
arate pieces — a wonderful accessory to hide old love
Ietters, bills or stash fun money, When the two pleces
come together, ne one can even tell that the duck
comes apar!. Approximately 20 inches fong and 11 inch-
es high. $110, Je!l Fontana Designs, Royal Oak.

Nifty
neutrals

Local artist Vanessa Moore-
head pulls cut al! the stops
with this exotic pin and ear-
ring combination made of
gunmetal and bronze beads
hanging on & lightwelght
strands of metal. The tri-
colored combination is neu-
tral enough to go with just
about anything in your

wardrobe, Ms. Tique Acces-
sorles Plus, 2605 Green-
h 332-8577.

stone,

Around
the clock

For those whose taste and
time schedules call for
something ditferent, these
nne-of-a-kind wrist
waich2s are Just the thing.
Each tace has a hand-paint-
ed oll painting by artist Da-
vid Scherer. Choose be-
tween eicctronic quartz
movement or windup style.
Bands are exotic skin: alli-
gator, lizard, eel, pigskin or
calt, $95-§175. Detroit Art.
ists Market; Scott Gregory,
Norihland, it Was t Is,Bir-
mingham; and Emery's,

West Bloomficld.
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Join the party
“Cast Party” by Robin Morris, an original lithograph, 28-
by-39 inches, edition of 350, Wonderful colors of crim-
son, purple, white, green and black. $600, The Art Show
Gaillery, Sugar Tree shopping center, Orchard Lake
Lake Road, north of Maple in West Bloomfie!d.
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Ever see such a shell?
Look again — this silver leather svening baghas a gen-
uine jumbo seashell closure painted in silver and deco-
rated in siiver sequins and iiny bugfo boads and seed
pearls. Braided leather shoulder strap..LIft the shell,

A grand tour

Sure, we all want to take the
grand tour of Europe, But there are
such milnor things as the cost thatl
seem to keep us dreaming.

Well, Amerlean Youth Hostels Inc.
may have the answer, It wiil be of-
fering a European travel workshop,
beglnntng at 1 p.m., Sunday, Aprll
10, at the Berkley Community Cen-
ter, 2400 Robina Road, Berkley,

AYH is a non-profit organization
affillated with the International
Youth Hostel movement, offering
‘Jow-cost accommodatlens for trav-
clers.

The workshop wlll feature infor-
mation on Ludget alr fares, transpor-
tatlon and lodging as well as free
travel literature and scores of budg-
et trave) tips,

Even the cost of the workshop has
a tight budget in mind. It's only $5.

And If you're busy on Aprit 10, don't
fret. The workshop witl be repeated
at 7 p.m. Monday, May 16.

For more information, call AYH
Michlgan Council at 545-0511.

Be prepared

Remember when it was the Boy
Scouts who were encouraged to “be
prepared.”

Well, with AIDS puttlng the
damper on the sexual revolution, “be
prepared” now translates Into safe
sex. The Tech Woman dlvision of
Tech Accessories Group Inc. [s test
marketing the first of its new per-
sonal products line for women, ap-
propriately named “Only You.”

“Only You" Is a personal compact.
designed to hold up to three condoms
and fit Into a purse or pocket.

As the Tech Accessories president

STREET WISE

Ken Eiscabraun put It: “Condom
manufaciurers are finding that, in
today's soclal climate, women are
beeoming purchasers of thelr prod-
vets . . . We at Tech Woman belleve
these contemporaty consumers
would want a circumspect yet at-
traclive way to carry the condoms,
and we developed a compact 0 meet
that need.”

The plastic case Is avallable in
four colors — silver, black, tortoise
shell and pink — at K mart stores,
Perry Drugs, Arbor Drugs and
Meljer stores for $2.98,

A modified
life

Do you need to stop smoking?
Lose welight? Lower your cholesterol

fevel? Manage the stress in your life
better?

1f you answered yes to any of
those questions, you might want to
conslder n vacation package de-
signed to help you do all of the
above.

Dr. Arithur Weaver, professor of
surgery at Wayne State University,
and his Better Living Seminars, are
ponsaring a_llfestyle
health camp May 2229 at Ranch Au
Sable in Grayling.

‘The live-in seminars to be offered
include stop smoking, weight con-
trol, creatlve cooking wilhout meat
and stress management,

The week-long camp costs $326
per person or $540 for a husband and
wile. :

For a frée brochure, write Better
Living Seminars at P.Q. Box 574,
Plymouth 48170 or call 882-7348 or
349-5683, -

’Roos to opals: Doing it Aussie style

By Iris Sandarson Jones
speclal writer

1 dldn't meet Crocodile Dundee or
dive the Great Barrier Reef, but 1
dld everything else I ever wanted to
do In Australia.

I saw koala bears in the wild;
chased kangaroos across the out-
back; dug for opals; took a lea tram
past Melbourne's royal gardens; vis-
ited a sheep farm, where those great
Aussie drover coats are cveryday
wear; and tried all the wine In Oz.

I rede the ferries past the opera
house and under the “coat hanger*
bridge In Sydney and had shrimp on
the barble, {They really do barbeeue
that marvelous Australian shrimp at
the drop of a digger's hat.)

I had it at a plenic in Melbourne
and In a friend’s backyard in Sydney
after a day of salling across Botany
Bay — that was the same day we
had beer and lunch anchored off an
“unofflelal nude beach.”

“It's Ladies Day at Congwong
Beach and those cheeky buggers are
here agaln,” the captain said when
he saw the naked moen, parading
down the beach. “They've got lots of
offlclal nude beaches in Sydney, so
why do they have to use this one?”

Botany Bay Is where Captain Cook
first landed, but the water is pretty
shallow so he socon moved on to a

Continued from Page 1

Something, however, told him (o
take.anather look. And his buddy
turned out to be a 6-foot-long shark
not more than 10 to 15 feet away.

“When I reallzed it was a shark, I
told myself to stay calm and watch
what It was doing,” he said. “I Just
stood there and it started circling
me. That’s not a real good sign.”

The shark circled Scheer onece
then left and ke swam for the sur-
{ace, whera hie found his iriend.

“We missed cach other, and I was
the one that ended up with 2 shark 7.s
a buddy,” Scheer sald. “That's
clnough to make anyone apprehen-
sive”

KEITH AND Theresa Lelgh-Mon-
steven of Troy mixed business and
pleasure on (he Ree Diving trip.
They spent the weck diving before
heading off to Melbourne, where
‘Theresa, 29, went shopping and
Kelth, 38, checked in at one of his
employer’s many international man-
ufacturing plants.

“It "was good diving and good
weather; we hit it at the right lime
of the year,” Leigh-Monstevens satd.
“But [U's still not as good diving as
the Red Sea.

“There's probably a lot of Aussles
who'd kil me for saying that.”

He took up SCUBA diving 10 ycars
ago because he was “sick and tired
of seeing all those Jacques Cousteau
movies and not dolng it mysell.”
He's a member of the British Sub
Aqua Club's Stratford-on-Avon Club
and spent two weeks In 1978 with
three friends diving In the Red Sea,

Theresa Look up SCUBA dlving be-
cause of her husband, He Involves
her In everything he does, and she
declded to make an effort when |t
came to diving.

Sydney is a

Continued from Page 1

nearby harbor, 750 miles of coastline
within the limits of what Is now Syd-
ney, the New York City of Australia.
Every Amerlcan who goes to Austra-
lla goes to Sydney to buy boom-
erangs and other Aussie crafis and
to ride the ferry boats that constant-
ly crisscross Sydney harber,

THEY LOVE us Yanks Down Un-
der. You probably don't realize that
the American Revolution had a lot to
do with the settlement of Australia
200 years ago. The British needed
another place to send the convicts
caught stealing books and bread.

When the Californla gold rush fiz-
zled out, American prospectors fol-
lowed (he cry of “gold” to the Aus-
tralian state of Victorla, The Aussies
credit American forces with saving

Austratia during World War I1.
They Ilke us Down Under,

They also like the money they
make, sending us Australian godds.
If you haven't vislted a wine store
recently, you may not have noticed
that Australian wine Is very much
“In." Aussies drink more alcoho)
than any other English-speaking na-
lion, so they make a lot of it.

I couldn't drink every drop of wine
In Australla on your behaif so I Inter-

tralla, Coonawarra arca of South
Austrafia, northeast Tasmania,
Hunter River valley in New South
Wales and the Yarra Valley and
Ruther Glen arcas of Victoria. The
best years arc 1980, '82, ‘94 and "86,"

1 asked him for some very speclfic
wlne recommendations:  “Wynns
Ovens Valley burgundy; Morris's
chardonnay, ‘especially 1982; Sep-
pelt's sparkling burgundy, which Is
sthl very populor In Aussle; Zema
Coonawarra shiraz; Katnook
C and Camp-

vlewed an Aussic wine
and this is his advice for those off
you who want to buy Australlan wine
at a local wine shop.

“There is good wine all over Aus-
tralin, but the best areas are the
Margaret Rlver arca of West Aus-
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High rises and the opera house dot the shoreline, while ferries
transport people across the expanse of Sydney Harbor.

Divers explore Australia from ‘down under’

“WIith diving you do everything in
pairs, and it's nice to know your bud-
dy also is your spouse,” she said.
“Now, he accuses me of wanting to
do more lhuln l:lm.“

‘The diving Is fairly shallow — the
reef starts at 12 to 15 fect below the
surface. Members of the group could
dive up to 60 feet with a buddy or
use one of two dli:lng gulides that ac-

rulse.

The gl were
among members of the trip who pare
ticlpated in the shark feeding. Keith
wasn't the least blt apprchensive,
having been around sharks in the
Red Sca, Theresa, was, but after §t
was over, she had (o admit jt was
cxhilarating.

“1t was my first time, and half of
me said yes and half of me safd no,”
she said. “He's my buddy, and I felt
obiigated. I'm glad I d1d.”

THERESA WAS partial to the
drift dlving the group did. A small
boat ferried out to a spot where they
were dropped off and then drifted
with the current Lo a spot'where the
boat plcked them up. If a strange
outerapping caught your eye, you
needed only grab, explore, then let
goldand drilt with the current, she
sald,

“Australia was quite spectacular,”
she said. “1 don’t know how anything
clse could beat that, but then I say
that about every dive,

“The vislbllity was great, so were

the colors, the fish, the weather, Eve .

crything was just super.”

. Arranging a diving trip to Austra-
1la takes about a year to plan, Kohut
said. The land tour and live-on boats
must be linced up and ‘airfare re-
served in advance, especlally this
year when the counlry is celebrating
its bicentennial.

Ree Dlving uses mint crulse ships
— they can accommedate up to 24
passéngers — because of the nature
of the reef. You can't walk out of
your beachfront hotel, swim a few

yards and find the reel, It's belween .

80 and more than 200 miles offshore.

‘must see’

“We l;-y to dlve in calm, protected
waters,” Kohut sald. “The spots we

picked last time were dead calm.

There wasn't even a ripple, and we
were 280 mites out.”

AND WHILE it may take a year tn
put together such a diving excursion,
marketing is llterally a piece of
cake, Kohut said.

bell’s Merchant Prince. muscat, a
fortifled wine from the Ruther Glen
area thal we drink as a Iiqueur. You
should also try Chateau Tahbilk's
tawny port.”

1 ASKED A Victoria wine maker
to give me his list and he said: “Buy
cabernet sauvlgnon from Coonawar
ra In South Australia and Mount
Barker in West Australia. Buy the
Rhine reisling from Nagambie In
Victoria. ‘The semillon is good from
the Hunter Valley in New South
Wales. And the pinot noir Is good
from the Yarra Valley in Victoria,"”

1t you want my recommendation,
try any white Australian wine avail-
able. They start at about $7. The
reds are gecd, t0g, but you may have
to find your way among some unfa.
millar grapes, so try one at a time,

Ree Diving Is sponsoring another
two-week trip Lhis October, "And
while It plans to promote it in its
next edltion of Diving Times, half of
the 20 slots are already filled, fiiled
by word of mouth,

“Word of mouth is our best and
biggest advertisement,” Kohut sald,
*“People sign up because of the place,
the time — [t {its In with thelr vaca-
tion plans — or it's the group leader
they want to go with.

“The first time we took 18 people

;o Australia, and we had a waiting
ist.”
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‘Where to go after the falr?

Australla is roughly the same size
as the Unlted States mainland.
“Crocodile Dundec” was filmed In
the troplcal swamps of the Northern
Territortes near Darwln, The Ameri.
ca's Cup race was held in West, Aus-
tralla.

‘Two-thirds of Australia’s 18 mil-
lion people, twice the population of
Michigan, live In elght main cities,
most in the coastal crescent from
Brisbane southwest (hrough Syndey
and Melbourne to Adelalde.

Q and the Great Barrier

and there's your opening to.tho purse. A knockaut with
evening weasr..Can be worn on the shoulder or around -
the neck as a necXlace while functioning as & purse as’ .
well. $180. Ms. Tigue Accessories Plus, 2605 Grean-
steno, Rochester, . . o

Reef offer warm water, sand beach-
es and wonderful islands, It's like the
Caribbean without the Caribbeans,
Sydney, in the state of New South
Wales, Is 3 must, It Is the scenle, cos-

New York City of Austra-

arcas of Victoria brieNy; Melbourne
and Adelalde, South Australia are
garden cities surrounded by vine-
yards,

TASMANIA, Australia’s island
state, !s the furthest south, the
coolest and the least traveled. Those
who go Lhere love the foresied hills,
the fishing and the hiking.

Once you get a few hundred miles
inland from the coast, mainland Aus-
tralla is mostly desert, ranging from
barren hills through the red
lang of Broken HIll to the
moonllke desolation around Ayers
Rock and Alice Springs.

For information, contact your
travel agent or Tourism Australla,
2121 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1210,
Los Angeles, Ca lI. 50067, .
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