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After 27 months in jaii, he wants a triai

By Janice Brunson
staff write?

Jon Vermeulen, charged with kil
ing his second wife, Is waiving his
defense vight to “marital privilege.”
He wants to allow his first wife to
testify agatnst him..

That could mean Vermeulen, 42,
of Farmington Hills, could finally go
on trial for murder after 27 months
of waiting. .

=
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;) Accused killer Jon Vermeulen (feft) is willing

» to glve up one of his defense rights just to
' stop * vegetaling’ in Oakland County fail. But
lawyers will argue the point betore the state
Supreme Court this weoek.

“Sufcide is but 1 was

two-year prison term.

sane, Insane or not, I had no Inten--
tion of ever harming ber.”

Renae had moved Into an area ho-
tel a week earlier, but spent Christ-

THE CQUPLE had met the previ-
ous Augusti on & business flight from
Detrolt to Dayton, Ohio.

mas nlght with {o their
Muirwood apartment in Farmington
Hills.

‘The following mornlng, while she
was showerling, Vermeulen said he
retrieved a .44 magnum pistol from
hls It was a pisto) issued

the Su-
preme Court this week {s scheduled
to hear ora) arguments on whether
Sharen Vermeulen of Redford Town-
ship, his first and legal wife at the
time of the shooting, can testify
agalnst him,

Vermeulen Is being held without
ball in maximum security in the
Oakland County jall,

" ON DEC. 26, 1985, the proseculion
says, Vermeulen shot and killed Ur-
Ime “Renae” Lewls, 24, his wife of
six weeks who, he sald, was five or
six weeks pregnant., The couple had
wed In Las Vegas although Vermeu.
len's first marriage of 21 years
wasn't ended until a February 1986
divorce.

Kaluzny of Blrmingham,
Vermeulen's court-appointed attor-
ney, filed a moticn asking the mari-
tal privilege with Sharon be walved
as of Nov, 11, 1985, the date of the
Las Vegas wedding.

. In a recent Interview In his jail

cell, Vermeulen sald, “She (Sharon)

says I told her I would kill Renae if

she ever tried (o leave me. What I

said was I'd kill myself if Renae left
or N

Lewls had separated from Ver-
meulen one week before the shoot.
{ng. Unaware her marrlage to Ver-
meulen was illegal, she had intended
:;’» c‘l‘ilc for divorce on the day she

Sharon’s testimony Is based on nu-

merous conversations by telephone
and In person with Vermeulen dur-
ing the period he was separated
trom Lewis,
:* Vermeulen sald he Is worn emo-
tionally thin by 27 months of waiting
hlih trial. “I can’t continue to live
wl

this. It could take another year.

Whatever happened to the right of a
speedy trial?"

THAT RIGNT, according to Fred
Miller of the Oakland County pro-
secutor’s office, was forfeited when
Vermeulen's altorney flled motions
barring Sharon Vermeulen's testi-
mony on the basls of the husband-
wife privilege.

The question, Miller said, is not
whether Vermeulen was legally
married to Sharon at the time of the
shooting but whether the hushand.
wile privilege Is meant to Include
the kind of rclationship Vermeulen
and she had at the time,

“The (heory of the privitege is to
keep people talking in. marriage,”
Mtiter said.

John Lazar, arguing the delense
case on appeal, sald Sharon's testi-
mony should be barred because “the
law s very clear. You cam't carve
holes In It just to get testimony that
is badly wanted,”

BUT MICHAEL Modelski of the
prosecutor’s staff said the privilege
isn't applicable If the marridge has
broken down and no marital rela-
tionshlp exists.

“We're argulng It doesn't make
sense and Is not reasonable If there
is no viable relatlonship,” Modelski
said.

Vermeulen's trial was first set for
November 1986 In Oakland Clrcult
Courl. It was postponed when attor-
ney Dana Wilson of Rochester filed a
motion to prevent Sharon’s testimo-

ny.

Circuit Judge Fred Mester ruled
the testimony admissible. The state
Court of Appeals reversed Mester In
Augusl 1987,

Odkland Prosceutor L. Brooks
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Patterson appealed to the Supreme
Court.

“Appellate experis have told me
they have absolutely no grasp on
how long it might take for a (Su-
preme Courl) decision,” Miller said.

VERMEULEN DOESN'T deny re-

sponsibility for Renae’s death, He

said It was a horrible accident dur-
ing a bungled sulcide attempt.

"I have never portrayed I'm Inno-
cent, At the very least, I'm gulity of
manslaughter or the reckless use of
a flrearm, But I had no i1} feeling
agalnst her. T wished her luck and
told her I hoped she found someone
new,” he said,

to him in the 1960s when be served
in the US. Army in Vietnam and
carncd the distinguished service
cross, the bronze star and two purple
hearts,

He returned to the apartment
where he shot himself in the chest,
barely missing his heart,

Renae was killed with the same
plstol.

The rest, he sald, is a blur. “The
death of my wife was a tragic acel-
dent.  was devastated.”

Vermeulen is charged with one
count of fivst-degree murder with a
maximum penalty of life in prison,
He's also charged with one count of
possessing a firearm in the coi
slon of a felony. Conviction carries a

said he fell deeply'in
love the moment he met Lewis, a na-
ttxlrallwd U.S. citizen from Yugosla-
via.

She introduced herself as Renae,
the name by which Vermeulen said
he always knew her. She was di-
vorced alter a brief marrlage.

“We knew we were golng to be to-
gether. We had the right chemistry.
We were very compatible,” Vermeu-
len sald, describing Renae as “bril-
"u.S‘ tenaclous, articulate and styl-

Within a month Vermeulen said he
filed for dlvorce from Sharon, whom
he had married when he was 17 and
she 15.

In September, he moved into Re-
nae's Farmington Hllls apartment.
‘Two months later, during a business
trip to San Dlego, they flew to Las
Vegas on impulse and were marrled
Nov. 11, Upon thelr return to Michi-
gan, they moved into the Muirwood
apartment.

“Renae did not know I wasn't le-
gally divarced. We had been living
tugether, and the idea to get married
came up out of the blue.”

-Bur the-relationship was under
stress. Vermeulen said he was wor-
ricd about his job because the com-
pany was being sold 1o new owners.
He was also concerned abaut a con-
tinuing relationship Renae had with
an older man.

In addition, Vermeulen said Renae
was upset over what he describes as
a stormy relationship with her par-
ents, especially her father.

“She woke up crying nearly every
night,” worrying about twe vounger
brothers and threatening to return to
Yugoslavia, where she thought they
might be with their mother, he said.

LT. BARRY Eriksen of the Ouk-
land County Sherifi's Department,
day officer at the jai), said the length
of time Vermeculen has spent in
county jall waiting trial may have
set a record.

The prisoner spends 23 hours a
day in a cell of 50 square feet. Ver-
meulen calls it “a numbing hell.”

« Electric & computer work
* Avtomatic & Manual transmission
« Fuelinjection and disgaostics
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THE AUTO DOCTOR

‘Two Locations to Serve You!

33181 Dequindze
North of 14 Miles TROY

585-1890

”C/ﬂf/ are é)zzk@lzem

!JJ

specializing in complete mechaaical
repair for British and Gerana
nutomobiles.

* Factory scheduled maintenance
» Flat bed towing

Telegraph
North of 2 Mite » SOUTHFIELD
. 355-1505

*9.95

oo

METELOG, INC.
PROFESSIONAL ELECTRONIC SERVICE

TV's, PROJECTION TV's, VCR's & Camcorders
Factory Authorlzed Service for Most Brands

VCR HEAD
CLEANING

$15.95 Camcorders

[+) Carry In or
10% OFF Zironics
Dearborn Garcen City Pontiac
METELOG #1 METELOG #2 METELOG 23
22867 W, Qutar Dr, 8254 Migdiebait 1058 W. Hurton
278-4900 421-4844

HOURS: Mon.-Frl. 9:

-5:30, Sat, 9-1:.00
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[ "Why My Mom's

Judg]

the Best'' Contest |
HEV KIDS!

Here's your chonce to tell everyone why your mom's the best mon: ever and

vou could win o fabulous Mother's Day gift especially for herl Just enter the
“Why My Mom's The Best” essay contest.

FIRST PRIZE A 20 carot oval amethyst pendant on o 20" gold

cheln from BEDAZZLED Jewelers - o $1,300 retoil

volue,

Contest Rules

Theme: In 25 words or less describe the reasens you think your mother 15 1=
best person In the world!
Ages: Any chitd up to 13 years old is eligible to enter. but entries must be in
child's own words and h i

9. Parentol

under five: parents are encouraged to fill out the entry opplication. Yourg
children moy ottach @ secend page to the officiol eatry form to continue ther
essoys. but Ockland Mall cannot be responsible for lost second pages.
ng: Essops will be judged for creattvity, originality and oppropricte reficc-
tion of theme. All entries will be judged as a group: there will be no distnczon
on the bosls of oge.
. Prizes: The first prize writer will receive o $50 Ocokland Moll Gift Certificote
redeemoble at ANY store ot Oakland Mall. The writer's mother wilt tecerve
a 20 corot oval shoped amethyst pendaat on o 20" gold chain, commemerozng
Ockland Moti's 20th year serving the community. Second ploce writer will reccive
o $30 Oakland Mall Gift Certificote: mother will receive S220 worth of mer-
chandise from Credentials ot Ookland Moli. Third place writer and mother wil;
both receive $20 Oakland Mall Gift Certificotes.
Where to Submit €ntrles: Official entry forms, including newspoper forms, may
be delivered to any of the following Oakland Mali stores during malt hours:

Alvia's
BeDozrzled Jows!ry

Other Rules

1. Rll entries must be submitted on this official entry form or offiial forms in
the Detroit News and Observer/€ccentric newspopers. All eatries become
the property of Oakland Mall and will not be returned.

2. Entries must be recelved no later thon S p.m.. Sundoy, Rpnl 24, 1988, €ntres
will only ba accepted ot stores hsted above.

3, €ntries will be on disploy at Oakland Moll from Tuesdoy, May 3 - Sunday
May 8, 1988. Due to limited space, all entrics moy not be exhibited,

4, Decision of the judges will be finol. Ookland Mall will be the sole judge of
elighility,

S. No purd

Credentials
Gantos

se Is necessary. You aged not be preseat to win.
6. Prizes moy not be exchanged for cash.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

is aliowed far chidrer

Radley Arden

B

Child's Noame. _—School

Address

City Stote Zip Age
Home Phons .Mom's Work Phons:

Mom's Nome .

In 25 words or less, V!d_ucdba. ':ll.lhq My Mom’s The Best!".

14 Mile ot 175 « Hours: Mon.-Sot. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. Noon-5 p.m. .

! -Hudson's, JCPenney, Sears and over 130 great stores and services
Moall gift certificates available In mall office @ a.m. to 5 p.m.. Monday-Friday




