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Yearlong anti-drug efforts planned

Continued from Page 1

The Farmington Hills Police De-
partment's relatively new crime
preventlon advisory committee will
spearhead the planned three-prong
attack on substance abuse. The pro-
gram will highlight strong law cn-
forcement, rehabilitation and  in-
depth cducational programs for the
community.

The designated week will be
kicked off Monday, April 18, with a
mayoral proclamation followed by
the unveiling of a 19-polnt plan of
action for 1988-89. The plan (s de-
signed to fight drug abuse, improve
rehabilitation services and cducate
children, teens, parents and commu-
nity members.

"THIS WHOLE substance abuse
problem is coming out of the closet,”
Farmington Hills police chief Wit~
liam Dwyer sald. adding that af-
fivent suburbs are beginning o ac-
knowledge the increase of substance
abuse in their communities.

Cansider that ong-third of all kids
in the United States use illegal drugs
or that one of every 20 high school
senjors admit to using marijuana
daily, Dwyer said.

Or consider that the government
spends $10 billion annually to stop
the supply of Wegal drugs. Or that
two-thirds of all crimes committed
in the country are drug-related and
that 5 milllon people are cocaine
users, $00,000 are herotn addicts and
one in every five employces uses
drugs on the job, Dwyer eontinued.

Drug use Is “ubiquitous as french
fries,” sald Jim King, a special agent
for the federal Drug Enforcement
Administration. Crack cocaine,
which is considered the “most addic-
tive drug known to mankind,” Is
avallable today In all high schools
and middle schools, he sald.

The campaign's roots are In the
police department, but will spread to
involve adminlstrators, teachers and
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Lt, Richard Murphy ot the Farmington Hills Po-
fice Department shows a display case of con-
fiscated drug paraphernalia. The display will

students In the Farmlng(on Public

be used to

RANDY BORST, l"vholoﬂrlpmx

stance abuse.

sllcken nnd simunr posters will be

Schools,
and city officials. The advkory com-
mittee is comprised of clergy, resil-
dents, business leaders, attorngys
2nd substance abuse autharities.

“EDUCATION IS Is the blg
thrust,” Dwyer sald. I think we
have a very comprehensive plan. We
are systematically going to priori-

the clty In relig-
luus orsanlzatlons. schools and

The special week also will be
by two panel

featuring local substance abuse au-

thorities. The panels will focus on

how to identify potential drug and

alcohol problemds and how to obwln

tize ltems and them as
soon as possible.”

Red ribbons will symbollze drug
awareness during the “Say No To
Drugs” week. They will be womn by
2all city personnel, school adminlstra-
tors, students and parents, All city
and police cars and schoo) buses will
boast “Say No To Drugs” bumper

Bly speaks
on issues
for men

Internationally honored wrlter
Robert Bly, winner of the National
Book Award, will lead (he mens
workshop titled “Passlon and Pur-
posc In the Male Psyche.”

‘The workshop Is set for Saturday,
May 7, at Oakland Community Cot-
lege, (Orchard Ridge Campus, 27055
Orclhard Lake Road, Farmington

Bly's presence in Michlgan will
glve a mafor boost to the growing
men's movement in the state.

Bly is one of Amerlca's foremost
poets and an Internationally re-
nowned leader in the men's move-
ment. He first galned national atten-
tion with the publication of “The
Light Around the Body,” which won
the prestiglous National Book
Award, He has published 14 books
while becoming Increasingly in-
volved in men’s issues.
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Cable viewers will be able to call in
and ask questions of the panelists.

The first program will be broad-
cast at 10 a.m. Wednesday, April 20,
from the North Farmington High
School auditorlum, 32800 13 Mile,
before an audlence of high school
and middle school students. Panel-
Ists will discuss drug effects and law

and
members on the lype of Ilems used in wb-

enforcement. The program will afr
on cducational cable access Channel

The second program at 8 p.m.
April 20 in North Farmington's audl-
torium will be geared more to par-
ents, who are encouraged to attend
the panel discusslon, sald Lt. Rich-
ard Murphy of the Farmington Hills
Police Department. Panellsts will
discuss what parents can do to help
children learn about drugs or kick
the habit,

Other programs are planned
through May, including discusstons
of the clty's narcotle paraphernalia
and host ltability and the

.| By Joanno Malinzowski
statf wrltor

Education is the key to reducing
substance abuse.

“1 don't belleve we are all aware
of the impact, the tremendous
problem drugs cause our soclety,”
Farmington Hills Police Chlef Wll-
llam Dwyer said.

Educatlon underscores what is
planaed as a yearlong campalgn to
1lght drug and alc’:gol abuse in

e

Education can aid
drug abuse fight

gal drugs must be addressed as
strongly as the DEA addresses the
supply side of the industry.

“What we have to recognize ls
that law cnforcement is not golng
to win this war. We're not golng to
elimlnate the supply,” he sald, "We
can't blame rehabilitation. They
can’t blame crime prevention.
We've been passing the buck
around for many years," .

The new thrust must be towhrd
the demand side of the illegal
industry. is a way of l-

F:

will be kicked-off with a specially
deslgnated “Say No To Drugs”
week April 17-23.

Dwyer and: other Farmington
Hills palice officlals were joined
Monday by area authoritles on sub-
stance abuse and the criminal jus-
tlce system. The group presented
Its Ideas and plans for a yearlong
substance abuse battle to the
Farmington Hills City Councll.

“Drugs are Ingralned in our soci-
ely,” Dwyer sald, Today the popu-
lar and cheap drug is crack co-
calne. Five years from now anoth-
er cqually potent drug will
invitably take its place, he said.

Efforts on the local, state and
{ederal levels will contlnue to cut
the supply of Hlegol drugs entering
the country. But law enforcement
olflcials acknowledge that's simply
not enough of a weapon to stem the
increastng substance abuse.

“DESPITE RECORD sclzures,
we are still getting our butts
kicked,” said Jim King, veteran
spectal agent for the federal Drug

effect substance abuse has on fami-
lles. The programs will provide in-
formation on where to seek help for
substance abuse.

The time has come, King sald,
when the DEA has to acknowledge
that the American demand for Hie-

ting that demand. But It takesZco-
operatlon of law enforcement, par-
ents, schools, the community lnd
children, King said.

“If It wasn’t for the drug users.
there wouldn't be any suppllers,”
King continued.

Farmington Public Schools depu-
ty superintendent Michae! Flana-
gan agreed. “We believe the future
of Lhis country Is at stake, We don't
feel that's overstated.”

The district, he safd, {s revamp-
ing its currleutum to include drug
abuse education, particularly in
health classes. Education for
teachers also is included. But
sometimes there's even a simpler
way of getting the message across |
o kids by saying, “We love you.
Don't use drugs.”

“It's nothing complicated. Some-
tinies It's as simple as telling them |
(children) you wen't take it,” Flan- |
agan said.

FARMINGTON HILLS city.
councllwoman Jan Dolan asked
Flanagan f the school district has'
a program (hat directly helps stu-
dents kick thelr hablts. “As far as
I'm concerned that's my tax dol-,
lars well spent,” she said.
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THE BIGGEST SALE IN OUR DEARBORN HISTORY WILL BE HELD
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