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Defense pre-season concern for Mercy

By Dan O'Meara

stalf writer moving senlor Stacy

Mercy soccer coach Gene Fogel's dilem-
ma Is just the opposite of the one he faced
last year.

‘The Marlins were a strong defenslve team
a year ago, but they had trouble scoring
goals. In fact, four of Mercy's flve losses
were decided by one-goal marglins,

Now it appears Fogel will have a more
productive offense, and defense becomes the

sitlon.

Intimldator,

sell.”
Mercy lost a pair of hy
Margaret DeMattia and Lelgh Clancy, to
graduation, leaving some big shoes to fil.
“Defense Is my big concern, because we

is taking what Jooks to be a big gamble by
Nolta, the leading
scorer the last two years, to the stopper po-

“If there's a problem with anybody taking
over Lhe center/forward position I wouldn't
hesltate to move her up,” Fogel sald. “She’s
a natural center/forward, but she'’s also an

“It took some convincing that was how
she could help the team best. But she's a real
hard worker and put the team ahcad of her-

p! Anne Scullen has moved from
halfback to fullback to help shore up the de-
fense, and either one of two juniors, Erlca
James or Lelgh Ann Gallagher, will be the

soccer

FOGEL THOUGHT he could afford to
move Nolta to defense because of his confi-
dence in a trio of newcomers, freshmen
Dana Lehmkuhl, Michelle Geyer and Ka-
thryn Dudley. All three have played compet-
itlvely on select teams and bring consider.
able experience to thelr high school debuts.

“It's been amazing the last 5-6 years what
the level of competitive soccer for glrls has

delense.

"It Jooks like we'll be able to score some
goals,” he said. “I'm beginning to belicve the
best defense will be a strong offense,

De¢Mascio are back from last year's team
and whil either start or see a lot of playlng
time. Fogel belleves the five young forwards
wlll glve Mercy the complete olfense it
lacked last year and offset Nolta's move to

“WITH THE number of olfensive players
we've got, we'll be looking to attack, attack,
attack and keep (the opposition) out of the
goal one less time than we're in the goal.”

The Marllns return seniors Colleen Ral-
tery and Karen Baldas at halfback, and
sophomore Carrie Bowler and junlor Lisa

spart Merey didn't win a minimum of 12
games or make it to the Catholie League fi-
nal. The Murlins were beaten In the league
semifinals by eventual winner Birmingham
Marian,

Mercy, which won two league champlon-

have a lot of girls who are natural offensive
players and defense doesn’t come naturally

to them,” Fogel sald.
v

- THE MARLINS do return senlor Maureen
 Scullen, an All-Catholic sweeper, and Fogel

fourth defender,

been,” Fogel sald. “The kids are playlng top-

Kulha will elther start or play a lot.

rotation of {resh players.

The lineup could change when sophomore
Liz DeMattla returns in several wecks from
a broken ankle, and sophomore Sue Marshall
also will sce plenty of playing time in the

notch soceer from age 12 on,

“It’s not as blg a difference for 13-year-
olds with two years of Little Caesars soccer
going into high schoo! as yeu might think.”

Sophomores Kathy McDonald and Rachel

In the net, Mercy has an experienced goal-
keeper In senlor Kelly Beaudry, with fresh-
man Renee Larabell backlng her up.

The Marlins were 4-5-5 last year, marking
the first time In four years of playing the

ships and was runner-up ence, had a com-
bined record of 38-9-2 in its first three years
of competition.

WITH WHAT could be Mercy's best fresh-
man class, Fogel hoj
mesh with the veteran players and make the
Martlns a winner agaln.

“We're playing our toughest schedule ever
in non-league games,” he said, adding he
hopes it will toughen up-his team and pre-
pare it for the main goals, the Cathollc
League playoffs and state tournament. “I'd
rather have a 2.1 loss to a good (non-league)
team than a 10-0 wln over a weak team.”

Mercy opens its season Monday with a 7
p.m. game at Livonia Stevenson.

the newcomers can

Defending champs still loaded with talent

By Can O'Moara
staff wrlter

Plymouth Salem no longer is just
another good team ln girls soceer.

The Rocks truly arrived in the

sport last year, emerging from the
shadow of other Western Lakes pow-
ers Lo win thelr first Ieague and state
championships.
- To its WLAA opponents and Class
A ballclubs across the state, Salem Is
no longer just Plymouth Salem. It's
now PLYMOUTH SALEM,

As the defending state champs, the
Rocks are certain to draw out the
best In the opposition, and duplicat-
ing last year’s feat won't be easy,

But no one doubts the fact Salem,
17:2:2 overall and 11-1-2 in the
league, has the players and talent to
possibly win it all again.

WITH MANY key players return-
ing, including All-Amerlcan junlor
Jill Estey, the possibility of another
suceessful season would seem cer-

(n.

“They deflnltely have the passion
to win it again,” sald coach Ken
Johnson of his players. “They're
proud of being champlons; they're
all returning players.

“They have all the Incentive to do
K. But it will be tough, because we
sneaked up on a couple people last
year.”

The Rocks expect to be challenged
by Plymouth Canton, Farmington
and Livonia Churchill ngaln In the
league, and Canton will be in the
same district tournament with Sa-
lem again,

The Chicfs gave Salem one of lts
toughest games en route to the state
title when the Rocks cked out a 3-2,
overlime victory In the district {lnal.

“1 SAID THEN, If Canton had
beaten us, they would bave gone all
the way, t00,” Johnson sald.

The Rocks will prebably be
ranked among the state's top five
teams in the first statewide poll, and

BILL BRESLER/s1atf pholographor

a major reason’ls Estey, who was
namcd the best player in Michigan
as a sophomore and then recclved
All-American status last November,

She was slowed by a sore ankle In
carly practices, but she “hasn't lost
anything,” Johnson said. “Her foot-
work and ball control arc right
where they were last year.”

Estey established school records
with 32 goals and 28 assists last
year, glving her two-year career to-
tals of 57 and 43, respectively.

Estey Is not Salem's enly scorlng
threat, The front line returns intact
with sophomore Michelle Minton and
Junlor. Terl King back at middle
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Minton is
to be one of Salem's top of-
fensive threats once again af-
ter an outstanding freshman
season that saw her score 25
goals, second only to Afl-
American Jill Estey on Sa-
lem's state championship
team. With juniors Estey and
right torward Teri King re-
turning, the Rocks keep thelr
starting front-line unit intact
and will do so again next sea-
son. Salem lost only three
starters to graduation from
its 17-2-2 balliclub.

striker and right forward, respece
tively.

JOHNSON EXPECTS Minton,
who scored 25 goals in her first year,
and King to share the scoring load
cven more with Estey, and Minton
could possibly become the primary
scorer since Estey s likely to be a
marked player.

“They’re usually Jooking for Jill,"
Johnson said. “If you double team
her, Michelle or Terl are golng to get

open.

*{Estey) wli stll} have a ton of as-
sists. She's always there when you
need her, but she might be more of a
playmaker, like a guard In basket-
ball.”

Estey, of course, has been the
point fvurd on Salem's champion-
ship basketball teams for two years,
and she has proved to be as adept at
passing as she Is at scoring in soccer.

Klng had 13 goals and nine assists

“MICHIGAN TENT & AWNING CO.
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME wris you

REDUCE HEAT GAIN TO SAVE ENERGY 8. COOLING COSTS

last season and Mlinton, whom John-
son sald has made a 150 percent im-
provement over her impressive de-
but, six assists. Junior Andre Overs
has been moved from a halfback po-
sltion and witl provide back up at
{orward.

The midlicld area suffered the
most losses with the graduatlon of
Jennifer Belhart and Lisa Hysko, but
Salem has three who galred consid-
erable experience last year.

SENIOR RACHEL Thiet, junlor
Missy Smith and sophomore Sarah
Hayes contributed to last year's suc-
cess, and junlor Klm Larner went up
to the varslty for the tournament.

“All of them were good last year,
but alt have Improved, t0o,” said
Johnson, adding any three could
start.

Junlor Michelle Bright, another
haltback, Is temporarily sidellned af-
ter having arthroscopic knee surgery
and is expected to miss the first two
or three weeks of the season, John-
son sald. .

The Rocks also lost All-Area de-
fender Nicole Stojeba (o graduatlon,
but they have plenty of experience
on defense, too,

Sophomore Jennlfer Marshall will
replace Stojeba at sweeper, and sene
jor Tracy Krajewskl will mark the
other team’s best player from the
stopper position.

Salem returns junlors Mellissa Uhl
end Murta Wordhouse and sopho-
more Jennifer Degenhardt at full-
back, and the Rocks have a key addi-
tlon in sophomere Tracy Shough, a
transfer from Churchill.

CUSTOM STYLES
AND COLORS

PERMANIZED WITH VINYL AND SILICONE

DECORATOR FABRICS Designed for all Weather
* HELPS PREVENT SUN FADE ON DRAPES

“ANY ONE OF those six can go
In, so we'll have fresh legs out
there,” Johnson said.

Furthermore, and perhaps most
Importantly, Salem returns lts goal-
keeper, senior Ellen Schnackel, and
her backup, junlor Jamie Royston.

"{Schnackel) could be the edge ina
lot of games,” Johnson sald. “She
had a good fail and indoor season.

“A lot of coaches In the area have
talked about how they admire her,
She could be In the running for some
honors.”

Johnson will carry 17 players on
his roster, three fewer fleld players,
Instead of 20 like last year. With
such a veteran varsity team, John-
son thought it would be hard for un-
derclassmen to get much playing

time. Furthermore, Salem has many
good young players who will get that
pl.;laring time on the junlor varsity, b
said,

“We have ninth and 10th graders
on the JV who could play on any
other varsity,” Johnson said. “To get
a squad strong, I wanted them to get
playing time.

“THE SQUAD WE have returning
is so cxperienced they deserve to
play a little more. So we're giving
quallty players more playing time
and we can bring JV players up ir.
key sltuations.”

Salem opens lts season at 5:30
p.m. Monday with a home gamc
against defending Catholle League
champlon Birmingham Marian,
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You Are Cordially Invited to
‘The Second Annual
"HOT ROD HERITAGE"
"FINE ART EXHIBIT"
On view will be works b;
Dallison® Ebers* Lot
* Wanlsss® Pardo
and many others
Exhibit Runs From
-April 8th thru May 14th
Artist Larry Braun will be in
artendance Apeil Bth & Apeil Xh

HOURS
Tues., Wed, 106, Thurs,, Fri. 108,
St 103

All of anr regalar Axio Art &

ibler will be available
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Quality Power Tcols

Circular Saw
) W-620 7%

LIST $187.00
SALE *109.00

Plt'inge Router

. R-151
LIST %210.00
SALE $139.00

Tools and Accessories

Glft Cattificates !
Avallable
v GlennWing
1437 8. Woodward » N.of 14 Mile Birmingham » 644-0444

« DELTA+ PORTER-CABLE+ AEGY BALDORs MAKTTA+ BIESEMEYER
. o HTCs MILWAUKEE: POWERMATIC

hot air.

Lﬁﬁlﬂ_w‘ central alr condltioning and Kast’s
great service will keep you cooll
Kast can Install the Lennox HS-19, one of the quictest, most
rugged and officient units on the market. And these cloims
areni tull of hot oir.
— Seasona! Energy Efficiency Rotios {SEER) up 10 12
which is extremely officient.
— "Brown-out" control to protect comprassor.
- 45% reductionin op ing costs P
7 years old or older.
— 10year limited worronty on compressor,
— 2year warronty on ports ond fabor.
Kast's EnmgnMonugomum Specialists will
design a high eHiclency Lennox system thot's
pertact for your homo or business, Be sure you
understond the ditference between a so-called
bargain and the best. Lennox units are the best!

d to units

Birmingham

642-7150

The last thing you'll need
this summer iIs more

Coll us for a FREE
Energy Anolysis of your home or business.
Kot is Contracting Business' 1987
“Centractor of the Yoor™

Royal Oak

5423850
Make the KAST call your LAST call!
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