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County road campaign becoming very local

By Tim Richard
staft writer

‘The campalgn for a $25 vehicle
registration fee in Oakland County
could turn into dozens of local cam-
palgns for roads,

That's because the county Road
Commission is canvassing 58 cities,
townships and villages for thelr
priorities and trylng to address them
individually,

“We're niot puhllcly cnmpalgnlng

milllion issue on the Aug. 2 ballot.

PRIVATE GROUPS are expected
to ralse campaign money, particu.
larly in areas with trafflc jams due
to economic growth,

“Nobody had to ask CORE to get
In* sald Lawrence Littman, another
member of the three-man road pan-
el, CORE Is Commilttee on Road En.
hancement, an outgrowth of the
Teoy Chamber of Commerce.

“There's a ‘son of CORE' out in

yet” xald OCRC
Houghten of Rochester Hills, As a
public agency, he said, it can't spend
tax murey to cumpalxn for the $18.8

" ad
Twe countywlde tax campaigns

hove been run in recent years. In
1984 the Parks and Recreation Com-

misslon ralsed private moncy (o re-
new its property tax millage. In 1986
the Oakland Intermedlate School
District ran an almost Invisible cam-
paign, contacting only people with
school connectlons, to win approval
of a tax increase for special educa-
tlon.

THE COUNTY Board of Commls-
sloners on March 24 voted 20-4 to
place the proposal on he primary
electlon ballat,

“There was good bipartisan sup-
port,” sald Littman of Troy. "I dldn't
understand why they had an argu.
ment over the clection date.”

Voting 10 place the lssue on the
ballot were 17 Republicans and

community in the county,” said
Brent Bair, OCRC's director of plan-

three Dx Four
Democrats argued that a Nov. 8 vole
would allow mere campaign time
and also asked in vain that the board
of commissloners endorse the pro-
posal now,

Houghten wasn’L  disappointed,
however, that the 27 elected com-
missioners didn't endorse the plan
tmmedlately. “IUs premature to ex-
peet an endorsement al this point,
but 1 hope we'll get one later. They
want (o see our overall plan” he

said.
“WE'RE MEETING with every

ning and

“We've had 32 or 33 meetings thus
for. We'll be done by the end of
April. We ask them what kinds of
improvements do they want. Based
on that input, we'll put together a
plan.”

This year’s survey of the commun-
Itics Is a followup to the 1985-86 sur.
vey in which communities placed
economic road needs at a total of
$750 mllllon over 10 years. That
needs lst prompted the road com.
mission to ask for several local-op-
tion taxes, The Michlgan Legislature

allowed only one — the $25-per-vehi-
cle reglstratlon fee on the ballot.,

BAIR SAID communities are com-
Ing up with pretty much the same
needs list as two years ago.

“They're really not making a wish
list. They're listing lots ¢f the same
prioritles. It's rather consistent.
That shows they have legitimate
needs, not a wish list,

“In general the response has been
very good. They are supportive,”
Bair said.

The road commlssion will put all
sthe lists together in a program by
June 1. That whl leave campalgners
\wo months to reach voters.

ress Collection Sale
Now 69.90.

originally *88 to *300. ’

- ® Originally $88 to $300.
® [eading looks in classic and contemporary styles, for day and evening too.
o Silks, linens, cotton and more of the most popular fabrics.
* Solids and patterns, knits and wovens, one and two-piece designs.
® From names you know and labels you trust for quality, craftsmanship and value.

* This special savings event, taking place now at selected Saks stores.
 Contemporary, Updated, Junior and Better Dress Collections.

* Intermediate price reductions may have been taken on some items prior to this clearance sale. Limited selection available.

(ks Jolth enuue

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. Open weekdays, 10 am to 9 pmy; Saturday il 6 pm; Sunday, 12 to 5:30
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn. Open weekdays, 10 am to 9 pm; Saturday il 6 pm; Sunday, 12 to 5 pm




