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At war
Join battle against drug abuse

A avs louched otl
Hnages ot o seamier side o life
But no more,
1 aand saleohio) abnse is no a part of
Nuent subuehan seene. Drag-relited
ting with addicis poised te killoae
inquest of that next i
nee abuse Js in our senjer highs and
hools. 1605 in our hemes. 105 inour work
place: e cash How seems unending.
Suburlia is a key stop on e South Ameriea-
Iased sspply ronte. The demand s uneeasing.
And dpug: > here 10 Stay
“Nser o B
ne er mething else will
s < Lames King, a Detroit-based
‘nt Adinistration agent,

Suburbia is a key stop on the South
American-based supply route, The
demand is unceasing.

Amerie
crune i

But ax Martin Krohner, of
Drsnk Draving, 1old the F
Al we save one il

Mothers Against
i Hills City
unily, then we

A WILL tell how effective the advisory
cammitiee’s multifaceted, 19-point action plan
o stelming substance abus: once the hoopla
surrounding i fades. [t's not how the plan
will be pitsed in or what fun sources will be
tapped other than money seized in drog raids.
“The burden is on the committee to prove the plan

o Amd i) we ehimie
ke its place”
S. Drag Fn-

is more than Hp s

Lands by D agents around the world Sl it's a solj rt. N
Ko, “Despie our record seiznres, we're still To wage the war, we need parents to serew
petting aur butt kieked.™ thew heids on straight role models, We need
3 v 1o the wily wi of drugs to exert peer
SOCTT'S none o0 soon to see the Fasmington pressure, We need t ment and rehabilitation

o take o maove prominent place in the sun,

We must accept no less than zero tolerance lo
any Kind of substance abuse,

Were excited about  Farminglon  Public
Schonls plans to incorporate an understanding of
drug and misuse into its health curriculum
sure training for its classroom and sup-

tornied - Citizens Craime - Prevention
Conuttee, marel boldly into the war a

chemieal dependency
Appropriately, (hey’re promoting educiation,
heginmag a1 the elementar teerips
i ' . Kids

ra when they're tov igh to i
Duritig the camnittee’ relong
Dhrups
biattle aptainst subst,
police. educalo

while tracking and prosecut-
. we must treat and rehabili-

tate drug users.
Whatever the short-term pluses, “Say No To

governnenl deaders. parents. kids,
And we darn well better be ready to baree D also must juspire permanent, locally ad-
knneRle it = e be accountable, mi ered substance abuse programs that cross

povernmental boundaries to succeed.

Drugs know no borders nor socioeconomic
bounds. They're the great equalizer.

Abusers vietims, families are victims and
the cotmunity is m. We all suffer — to-
gether

rivate jails |
Bills offer a timely solution

ONLY ONCE in a political lifetime does a
sheriff build a new jail,

Think of any recent sheriff — Gribbs, Lucas
and Ficano in Wayne County; Irons, Spreen and
_Nichols in Oakland — and none built more than
one. Some never built any, None could be called
“experienced™ in jail building, '

Against that historical backdrop, consider the
_package of 17 bills Sen. R. Robert Geake of
‘Northville is guiding through the state Senate.
:For the first time in Michigan history, it would
-allow counties and cities to contract with pri-
-vately owned and operated jails, paying th - " N H
—p“ny{., per diem to {]wuse pr{s:mefsvymg oM hand side, Wayne C?unty s jails are overcrowd-
I Across the land, several companies are gaining ed, and Michigan is seetng an explosion of people
“the experience in penal facilities construction, Deing sentenced to Jail and prison, Every year we
renovation and operation that no single sheriff Near more and more calls for longer sentences
can match, One firm, Corrections Corp. of Amer. [0F drunk drivers, drug dealers and the like,
|ica, boasts it has former prison system directors \VACR inmales have sued, courts have ordered
-and assistants from several states on staff. ‘m""’vﬁ" conditions, often at great cost.

1 GEAKE'S BILLS are modest in sccpe — al- __Of She supply side, government money is in
i dmand e oy, Vlerare kel oo
: Seme would amend laws dating back to 1846 : 0acs in anc ounty, the
‘by replacing the word “sheriff” with “keeper of :g}’:)’;:"‘?:"'g’ngzl:z%sr:: ;Zgg::af‘?v'ﬁ‘;y; ;';'l‘l" .;lfat:
“the jail." They would make privately owned and

“operated jails subject to the same requirements 2::‘“'!?‘ host ofulocal proposals, and the state-paid
-as government-owned and operated jails. fr lon question.

R t makes sense, then, not to strain the bonding
. So far, debate has focused on county falls, but

g f and taxing capaclly of governments by allowing
:it's important that some bills would amend the ivat ital to do the buildi 5

-1909 home rule act and allow citics Lo hire pri- private capital to do the building job.

“vate jail contractors. THE WHOLE concept of “privatizing,” as it's
- Gueakt:'ls bi‘lls would allow private jalls to be called, bothers some people, It shouldn't.

-used only for convicted misdemeanants —  The mere fact that government is obligated to
IS I, o dor e ool
: iclans ployees must have a mono, on
*shipment to Jackson Prison. They would apply performing those services. Gnvernmemyuse
;onl);dlo"nelw jaIIES. not exlslllng ‘;nes. P;h:laleljnitls private contractors as public bullding custodians,
. couidnt glve prisoners early release. And private trash haulers, hospital operators, social service
“jails could be used only when space wasn’t avail-  providers, road bl;naerspeand dozens of other
Zable in the government jail. Geake made some functions,

:biﬁu EOJCE:S:;?:&M’; escapes a government jail, | ’l"‘he chlel’dsqu:::vk will corlne {rom she;l(l’s who
: n + look upon deputies not only as cops but as a
sthe sherlff isn't penalized. But if a prisoner es- sourm[‘);o[ cam‘;aign help at e’;ecﬂon rlme, Wayne
AL 3 potentInceniive o T B U . o oy e oaave 5, Hhly policaed foree
I3 . wem erm an understatemen N
i3 Chief supporters are Wayne County Executive Dlsrcg{:rd l:hﬂse squawks. The top priority
-,gd h;;Nm:ara h‘;ng Oiﬂ;land C?"g‘)’ ercul{ve should be housing prisoners in new jail space,
Dan Murphy, which makes us glad voters op
Gifor the executive form of government. GOVERNMENT STILL has a role, even where
", MICHIGAN IS A follower, not a leader, In this there are private jails: monitoring their opera-
nmovement. tion, assuring thelr guards are trained and re-
i:, Businesses own and operate a Pennsylvania trained, requiring adequate liability insurance.
+ delinquent center, a Tennessee prison, a Kentuc-  Geake’s bills force no one to do anything. They
s ky medium-security prison, and no less than sev-  give counties and cities alternative tools to prac-
% en federal immigration detention centers in Tex-  tice ereative management,

. as, California, Nevada and Colorado. We have one last suggestion of our own: Our
> The movement started in the 1980s, So far no lcaders should think not only of jails for their
S government that has tried it has reversed its po-  own countles and cities, but of forming consorti-
ysltion. The key point is that if a company jail- ums — in other words, a tri-county fail and mul-
» goofs, the goverament can award its contract to ti-city jails. Oakland's Murphy has proposed this
zsoy(\::conc‘cls.c to his brothers In the Blg_ Four. They agreed it
»  Geake's bills are very, very timely. On the de-  was a nifty idea but haven't followed through.

N, Farmington
‘We believe
ke, And we

Take it trom Michael Fla
depnty superimendent of
the uture of this country i

den’t think that's overstated.
Patience must rule, Overnight results won't be
evitdent

Sen. Robert Geake’s bills would
allow private jails to be used only
for convicted misdemeanants —
drunks and petty thieves, a low-
risk group — not for newly
arrested persons or convicts
awaiting shipment to Jackson
Prison.

AN, ITLL
BLOW OVER...

Downtown survival:
It’s an endless quest

SHOPPERS IN downtown Farm-
Ington are more apt to drive up ina
Ford or a Chevy than a Mercedes or
a Rolls.

But don't let the glitter of Worth
Avenue in Palm Beach or Redeo
Drive in Beverly Hills fool you.

Downtown Farmington has plenty
to offer, particularly a small-town
charm.

This summer, shoppers will begln
to see the fruits of a flve-year revi-
talization program that will yleld
$1.4 million in i

ONE OF the clty’s best image and

spirit  builders is Wendy Strip
th

Develop-

ments; new sldewalks, new rlma,
pedestrian Hghts, more parking.

Cooperation has become the buzz-

word.
“The biggest disadvantage a
downtawn has Iy the Iack of central
ownership,” city manager Robert
Deadman told a gathering of 150
business, government and civic lead-
ers at the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Cammerce State of
the Cities breakfast March 17,

“Get Into a major shopping center,
there's no question about the mar-
keting concepts. They may even be
driven by the very leases that the

« people have signed. In a downtown,

you have a lot of different owners
with a lot of different concepts for
how to properly market their types
of business.”

Somehow, he sald, these concepts
need to be distilied to benefit indl-
vldual merchants as well as the cene
tral business district,

e
ment Authority’s exuberant new ex-
ccutive dlrector,

She credlts the DDA with laying
the groundwork for an exclting
smorgasbord of changes — and
rightly so.

“These are people who not only
have an interest in downtown, but

town F that they're enter~
Ing a unique and identifiable arca —
an arca where excitement Is really
the key."

THE REAL worth of a DDA lies in
how successfully public improve-
ment inspires private investment.,

So It's good to hear Strip Sittsamer
relate how property owners are
“talking about doing things as sim-
ple as putting up an awning or a
canopy or replacing thelr glign to sort
of spruce up their Image.”

Some property owners are doing
baslc things: a fresh coat of paint,
new windows and doors, improved
entryways,

Others are planning more dramat-
ic projects — building 1,000 square
feet of new retail space, or doing
complete facade renovations to the
front and rear of thelr property.

D

also earn thelr from the
downtown,” she told the State of the

"Citles gathering.

“They're merchants and they're
business people and they're property
owners, And they talk to thelr nelgh-
bors and they know how their neigh-
bors’ businesses arc doing and they

* know how thelr nelghbors think."

To help identify downtown Farm-
ington, the DDA has hung 22 festive
scasonal banners along Grand River
and Farmington Road,

As Strip Sittsamer put it, “They
say to the people coming into down-

F may be
lights years from the dark days of
the mid-'708 when the death knell
nearly sounded, But not all s rosy.

The retail mix Is still lacking.
Modern deslgn contrasts with centu-
ry-old bulldlngs. Team marketing
Isn't fully developed. Competitlon
for consumer dollars lurks in nearby
Farmigton Hills, Novi and Livonia,

And an economic downtown could
force the improvement train to slam
on the brakes,

So amid the resurgence of down.
town Farmington, iet’s never forget
the vital work stlll ahead,

Farmington readers’ forum

Letlers must be signed, original copies and Include the address and telephone
number of the writer, None can be relurned. Names will be withheld from publication
only for sufficient reason. Letters should be limiled to 300 words in most cases. We
reserve the right 1o edit them. Send lelters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farminglon 48024.

No sympathy
for prisoner

To the editor;

‘The Farmington Observer reached
rock bottom as of March 31. Perhaps
your reporter, Janlce Brunson, found
some sympathy In Jon Vermeulen's
“All I do Is vegetate” story.

Your reporter apparently feels
that Mr. Vermeulen expects some
sympathy, {from someone, for being
imprisoned without trial, after 27

months,

In this story, Mr. Vermuelen ad-
mits to belng responsible for the
death of his pregnant wife. He's now
62 pounds heavier, desplte the loss of
two thirda of his stomach, and being
on o speclal diet.

This Joss of wife and child is clear-
1y tearing him up, but probably not

worthless front-page feature.

The ultimate in disgust is the pho-

* to of Jon Vermuelen on Page 6A.

Somehow, there is a deviate smirk in
the phote: & “tried twice and am stil!
here to tell about it" satisfaction ex-
pression. .
1t's 50 very sad one should be, ap-
parently, deprived of due process,
Maybe It's better to be deprived of
due process, than to die and ba pro-

1 this is the highlight of the Farm-
ington Observer, then the owner, ex-
ecutive staff, chairman of the board,
or photographle engineer need re-
placing.

T feel more sorry for this paper
than I do about Jon Vermeuten, He'll
be {mprisoned for many years with
his own thoughta,

The Farmington Observer chose
to print this item for whatever pur-
pose; only your staff will know. Ver-
meulen's thoughts are personal, the

as much as the military range in-  Observer's print is in print forever.
structor that Introduced him to the Are we, the readers, to feel sorry
" 44 magnum, . {for him? Feel empathy for him? Just
‘There's more to this story than a  exactly, what s the polnt?
Vietnam-vet “can't cope with socl- Mr. Editor, please revisw this sto-
oty excuse. Perhaps “big: Ty agaln. Pl view the photos,

Vietnam vet can't cope with excuses
to soclety” should introduce this

Dick Isham general manager

of
‘This 13 absolutely the most intel.
lectually demeaning article I've ever

—=Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers emm—

Steve Barpaby managing editor
Rich Perlberg assistant managing editor

Richard Brady director of adverlising .
Frod Wright director of circulation

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Rirhard Aginian president

seen in this paper, and I know that
the Observer can do much better,

V. Zlegler,

Farmiogton Police

Offlcers Assoclation

Why not wait
a few days?

To the edltor;

I am trylng very hard to under-
stand why the Farmington Down.
town Development Authority would
pick the week before Easter, one of
the buslest husiness weeks of the
year, to close the clty parking lot at
Grand River near Farmington Road
for repairs and other work,

We don't question that the work Is
necessary, however, why begin the
week of March 28 instead of walting
several more days?

Doesn't anyone do a little thinking
before these decisions are made?

Seven days difference would have
made many retallers, many
shoppers and many residents of
Farmington much happier, ‘

Happy Easter to the Farmington
Downtown Development Authority!

EM. Greeafield,
Farmington
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