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points of view

School race shaping up to be ho-hum

I expected prospectlve candldates
to be lined up, from the Farmington
school offices down Lo the park, ltch-
Ing to serve this year on the local
school board.

It didn't happen.

I figured people would be cager
lnr a chance to change the status

They all stayed home.

With the educatlonal issucs con-
{ronting Farmington-arca residents
this year, and new programs and
school bulldings being proposed in
the months to come, I thought this
would be the year when more than
one person would challenge for a

school board seat.

Only 37-year-old Bruce Jacob took
the challenge this ycar. He was the
only newcomer interested enough to
take out a petltion and challenge two
incumbents, Jim Abernethy and Hel-
en Prutow.

NOTHING PERSONAL people,

but [t locks llke another “ho-hum" *

race,

This election seems to follow the
trend of the past two years: one chal-
lenger takes on onc or more incum-
bents, Not since 1985 has there been
a truly multiple-candidate clection
that could rcally be consldered a
“race.”

This year could have been dlffer-
ont.

Hundreds of parents filled a high
school auditorium to dlscuss etemen-
tary school boundarfes and alterna.
tlve programs two months ago,

Another group contioued thelr in-
terest In early childbood education.
They tracked the district's optlonal
Central Kindergarten program,
which started last fall, to be sure
schoal offlclals elidn't make it per-
manent for all children.

AND, OVERLOOKING the con-
troversy, there are the new things:

# Watch the district's gifted staff
as they prepare a new, allernative
cducation program scheduled for
thls fall.

® Plans are under way, at a fran.
tic pace, to bulld a new elementary
school s0 it con be ready In 1990,

® A two-year-old administration

has turned the district upside down,
making changes in curriculum, staff
development and just basically
changing the way things are done.

It seems no one s interested.

Perbaps this criticlsm is misguid-
ed. Perhaps the School/Community
Forum — the parent group {ormed
this year with the help of community
relatlons dlrector Pam O'Maltey —
has truly received support and par-
ent attention.

I KNOW there are many people
Involved with the schoal system,

day-to-day, who feel they can do
more at a building level, working
with building ndminislralors. teach-
ersand chlldren. -

But there's nothing like serving on
the governing board that sets policy
for a $66 million business, especially
one that represents taxpayers.

Serving on a loca) board doesn't
have to be political. It can simply be
“doing your part" for famlly nnd
community.

Whatever the lifestyle, whnlhu
doctor or professor, homemaker or
business person, parent or non-par-
ent, each can add his or her special
views of education and leave an Im-
pact on everyone's future,

Today s a challenging ime in ed-
ucatlon, In Farmington and across
the country. It's a disappointment
more of us can't look past the “Issuc
of the day,” and at the big picture.

Don’t ignore OCCrace

IT'S AMAZING (hat Oakland
Community Collcge does so well,
gliven the scant attention most folks
pay toit.

1 hope we won't see a repetition of
the 1986 college board campalgn —
or lack of campaign ~— this year. No
group spent as much as an hour lis-
tening to the candldates.

If you haven't notlced, there's an
election this June 13 for two seats on
the board of trustees. Filing deadline
Is April 29,

IT WOULD be a nifty thing it
some public-spirited group — the
League of Women Voters and the
Jaycees Jeap to mind ~ would span-
sor & public forum for OCC candl-
dates, the way they do for local
school board candldates.

1t wouldn't even have to be a none
partisan group. One year a Repuhll-
can women's group trotted in the
OCC candidates, I was delighted at
how objective the GOP women were
in asking questions and how some of
them Intended to vote for candidates
who weren't even Republicans,

‘The OCC faculty union used to
sponsor a publle forum. But then
fhey dlluted it to the status of an
open house with one.on-one
handshaking, climinating public
presentations and audience ques-
tions. Too bad,

A newspaper can always Inter-
view candidates itself, but that’s one
of my least-favorite methods of
screening. News people tend to ask
news people's questions. I would
rather report on questions raised by

taxpoayers and students and the great
unwashed publle,
Even when you see me on TV pan-

¢l programs, I usually prepare by .

going to my neighbors and soliciting
questions from them.,

ED PAPPAS isn't secking re-elee.
tlon to the OCC board, and he will bc
hard to replace.

A Bloomfleld Hills lawyer and son
of a college president, Pappas s an
objective thinker wha s supportive
of the administration without being
a rubber stamp. He asks good ques-
tlons, and he's not out to get any-

Y. N

Pappas has the great ability to un.
derstand what a board should do and
what it should stay out of, A lot of
{olks are hoping he will change his
mind and seck a full term.

David Hackett, a veteran of 20-
seme years, Is the board's resident
environmentalist and watchdog over
equality of opportunity, The Roches-
ter Hills resident is a bigger wom-
en's libber than most women's
Ubbers. If an administration falls to
present balanced personnel recom
mendatlons, it knows Hackett will
ask some polnted quminn: — pub-
itely.

QOCC ELECTION campaigas tend
to be like those of a rustic village —

word-of-mouth endorsements.

Teachers' unions kinda spread the
word,

One year, a candidate who
appeared at no functions and bought
no ads was elected. He belongs to a
large church and simply got out the
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word to other members of the flock
that he was on the ballot.

He turned out to be a good trustee,
but one has to shudder at that metho-
dology of being elected,

A CQMMUNITY college sounds
unexciting If you've been to a place
like Ann Arbor, but to my mind, the
two-year schools are where the ac-
tion Is,

The last two governors have given
them favored budget treatment. The
current regime has made them the
delivery {nstrument for job retraln-
ing and buslness services in Michi-
gan's reindustrinlization,

Community colleges serve not
only the traditional 18-year-olds but
also scads of older women secking to
re-enter the job market. They enroll
more holders of four-year college
degrees than all the graduate schools
in the country,

OCC serves 27,000 students on five
campuses to the tune of $40 million a
year. It is spending megabucks on

i

Jnew computers and high-tech equip-

ment.

Please, please, won't somcbody
held a candidates' night for those
solid E[itlzens secking election to the

We must fight system

‘IT'S A CROSS we all have to bear
— watching a friend dle.

Most of you have gone through it
and will go through it agaln, I've
been through my share and expect
more to come.

Sometimes It seems like the right
thing. You know, the person is older,
lived a full life, Sure, we're sad. But
ceverybody has their time,

Other times it Just makes us an-
gry. This s one of those times, And
I'm angry. Not just because one heek
of a guy dled this week but because
this country's medical system is so
torn between the politics of private
medical interests and

Steve
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ent. He was quict, unassuming, with
an understated sense of humor. Not
much bravado at ali,

But after jomlng the Observer &

burcaucracy that pauenu suffer
lessly.

And no matter. your politics, nel-

ther private enterprise nor govern-

‘ment regulation has made It any cas-

fer. As a matter of fact, they've
made it dUfficult as hell.

I got to thinking about this the a
few wecks ago while driving back
from the University of Michigan
Hospltal. A few colleagues and I had
ventured out to visit a friend whose
doctors recently told him he was dy-
Ing. Cancer.

MOST OF you probably never met
Ralph Swoveland ~ unless, of
course, you were lucky enough to
have him as your account represent-
atlve. Now that's a strange thing for
an editor to say. Usually, editors
have little, or nothing, good to say
about the folks in the advertising
side of the business.

But Ralph, well, Rnlph was differ.

ly was one of
its top sal-persons. Even In some of
the months when he was fighting the
all-consuming discase, he was
named top salesperson.

He did his job with case but with
underlying vigor.

In many ways, the 39 year-old ad
rep. was bow many of us would like
1o be. Two kids, a great, supportive
wife, a house in the suburbs, Not an
enemy in the world and a man who
loved his golf.

Not a great golfer, mind you. But
he loved to play the links, Standlng
around en the greens with Ralph was
Just always, well, just kind of fun.

Ralph fought hls toughest battle
these last few months,

For days he was in a coma. But he
‘was a fighter,

Ralph, conscious or unconscious,
bad other ideas. He vowed to fight to
the end and he dld just that.

And at the office, many of us
found ourselves flghting along with

him — aver coffee, at the copy ma-

chine, sometimes alane at our desks

The question managed ta surface,
“How's Ralph?"

IN THE mcantime, the medical
world and government officials
wage their war of regulation and
power malntenance.

Recently, 1 stepped down as the
chairman of the Hosplice aof
Southeastern Michigan after {wo
years service. It was an honor but
one fraught with much pain and
frustration.

Hosplce is a movement that en-
dorses the concept that a person
should be able to die in comfort, dig-
nity and peace,

With propcr mcdlcal attention, all
three are

Bul pollﬂc:l blcker&ng, anthuawd

have hampered the hospice move-
ment in this coun

‘The majority o( Americans, tn-
cluding many physiclans, just don't
comprehend the concept. They are
reluctant to refer patients to hospice
care.

chlslulars are just as unfamiliar
and impose regulations more at-
tured to hospitals. Something Jike
comparing apples and aranges.

Meanwhile hospice's around the
country struggle to survive while
thousands like Ralph suffer necd-
lessly every year.

yourself a favor, Find out

about this movement and take part
In educating your famity doctor
about it.
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. r!ouu in eon]unctlon with Tho Merchant

THUHSDAY. MAY 5 8:30-0:30
Over 100 wines from around the world. -
Aeﬂlumpkwmma of 'oodl .

An mnl nol to be mlseadll -
Plouo any of our locnlom for more

The Merchant ofvmos

254 W. MAPLE
BIRMINGHAM, M) 48071
(313) 433-3000

28525 NORTHWESTERN HWY. 4050 ROCHESTER RD.

SOUTHFIELD, Mi 48034
(313) 354-8505

(All Purchases Good With Coupon Only) ) ¢

TROY, MI 48098
(313) 689-0800
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