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Unlike the abraslve character, Lennie, whom he plays

in the Birmingham Theatre productlon of the comedy

“Doubles,” aclor Davld Groh Is a nlce guy, who likes
people and shows It without a rough exterlor.

The show was in the first week of its flve-week run
when Groh was interviewed over lunch at the Midtown
Cafe, just down the street from the theater, The good-
fooking Groh, with his headful of dark curly hair and
distinctive jnwllne. ran the gamut In his conversation,
from talking about the show to such speclal (ntermts as

old houses, an

1t was toward the end of the intervlew when a casual
questlon, “What other profession would you llke to be In
if you weren't an acter?” elicted thls response: “I'd like
to be an analyst. 1'd llke to help people. I like people.
Allhongh they're different, they have similar prob.
{J

Lowel

GROMN, WHO HAD been enthuslastic up until then,
became even more revved-up as he talked about the
author and his partlcutar type of analysis. The actor
sald he goes to that nnnlysl who deals with the body.
“That’s not a normal Jaw. Groh explalned about him-
self. I wasn’t born wlth §

He sald Lowel told hlm “You hold yoursell up on
your jaw.” Groh declared he Is a very determined per-
son, which is why his jaw developed that way,

“I'm exposing myself,” he sald, although he didn’t re-
ally appcnr concerned abaut the publle learning more

He said !h at, as part of his analysls, he has been taken
back to hls carly years. “I've gone back to the high
chalr.” The purpose of the rej jon is to recall lost
memories, which leads to the removal of lensions.

On stage, when Lennie appears for the first time,
Groh strides across the locker-room set with an angry
expresslon and manner. He almost looks like a different

ms.
Then he reached into his brlen.';sc and pullod out'a Touse.
y A

He likes people

person than the actor interviewed,

This is the third productlon of “Doubles” in which
Groh has appeared this year. He played in the comedy
in Westport, Conn., where he llves, and in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada,

“IT HAS WITTY dialogue on a par with Neil Simon,"
Groh said of the play written by Davld Wiltse. Groh saw
*Doubles” during its New York run. “It ran on Broad-
way less than a year. It wasn't a smash,” he sald. 'l saw
l:,"cnjoycd it and made a mental note I'd like to be In

Groh Is a name famillar to audiences primarily be-
cause of his role as Joe, husband to Rhoda (Valerie
Harper) on the popular TV sitcom “Rhoda.” HIs face is

also recognizable to fans of the leadlng daytime soap,
"Gnn;rnl Hospital.” For a year and a half, he played

k.
Describing the character, Groh sald with understate.
ment, “He wasn't a nice fellow, He started out as a
dlamond in the rough. Then they made him Into a real

Aewm in daytime dramas get some unusual reactlons
when viewers see them on the street, DL, Brock may be
a meanie but, “People laugh -~ a funny, peculiar laugh
~ llke, 'Hey, man, you're cool,’ ” Groh sald, Groh had
signed on to play the character for a year and stayed for
a year and a half, “It was OK for awhlle.” But he want-
ed to leave the show, and the problem was solved with
directness by the writers: “They murdered him.”

Groh, who has a lot of stage experience, sald, “I'm
kind of in self-lmposed exile from TV. I moved from Los
Angeles three years ago.”

BESIDES “RHODA" and “General Hospital,” Groh
also starred In a TV scries where he played a business-
man-husband. “We had done 13 shows,” he said. “They
kept getting better and better." But the show dldn't last,
“That was not a good character for me, A good char-
acter for me is . . . Lennle'’s a good character for me.
Lennte’s an abrasive character, He's a bit outrageous.
Lennte Is obnoxlous,” Groh sald.

Ploase turn to Page 8

David Groh isn’t like rough characters he portrays

David Groh says it he wasn't
an actor he'd like to be an an-
alyst and help people. He
stars in “Doubles™ through
Sunday, May 8, at the Bir-
mingham Theatre.

Guys bare their chests, hearts in comedy ‘Doubles’

Performances of "Doubles’ by
David Wiltse continue through
Sunday, May 8, at the Birming-
ham Theatre, For ticket informa-
tion call the box office at 644-3533.

Art Linkletter's observatlon that
“Kids say the darnedest things”
seems to apply cqually well to men
at midlife crisis in David Wiltse's

1t has the style and
sitcom that has been stretched to
accommodate a two-act locker room farce.
Nevertheless, there are just enough
oneliners and gags to make it work.

hat.

of a 30-minut,

“Doubles™ — an engaging Jittle com-
edy now playing at the Blrmingham
Theatre,

‘The backdrop for the evening’s fun

Is a tennis club. More specifieally, ecrs. The storyline

have much in common with the oth-

They badger cach other about —

revolves around careers, {flnances, wlvil. marital

(he upscale Norwalk Racquet Club three male friends P anew p
in Connecticut. Four successful, mid- man into the When men the locker room talk
dle-aged, men show up weekly for a  change Lhe pecking order (especially becomes a bit gamey, and once or

game of doubles.
As we mee) them a substitute ar-
rives. Except for tennis, he doesn’t

zy things.
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twice a bare derriere is scen while
they change clothes {which occurs
often).

IT HAS THE STYLE and sub-
stance of a 30-minute TV sitcom that
has been stretched to accommedate
a two-act locker-room farce. Never-
theless, there are just enough one-
ilners and gags to make it work. And
there is some fine ensemble-like act-
Ing.

The central character is played
skillfully by David Groh (of “Rhoda”
and “General Hospital® TV fame}.
He makes it easy for others to play
off his loud, opinlonated, poor-loser
character who turns out to be very
likeable when not trying to be a ma-
cho man,

Richard Cottrell is excellent as
the outsider who finds a way to be
one of the guys — despite his lofty
phitosophical verbosity, “Tennls Is
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more Lhan a game. It's life at the
most basle. It's like med!

Manhcw \iay scores as the too-

bat between knights of honer.”

Jeff Ware s just whimpy and pris-
sy enough to be a riot when we learn
he is the real womanlzer of the

oup.

Steve Pudenz gets his share of
laughs as a once-a-week athlete who
is always injured and at less than
100 percent.

vn-good  tennis
pro, and Debra Dickinson gets high
marks as the attendant who is a foil
for several locker-room jokes.

Bob Weibel of Westland is ‘a
freelance writer, who has spent
more than 25 years in community
theater as a director, designer
and performer.
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TRINI & CARMENS
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1. Independent and family owned.

2. Centuries of knowledge and culture,

3, Sarving this area for 25 years. We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of our earliest customers,

4, We were tho first with our own style Nacho- and
copled by many.

5. We serve quality food!
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