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Licensing issue
is raised with
prefab homes

By Caaoy Hans
stalf writer

The issue of proper Heensing has
been raised In the construction of
Keating manufactured houses In
Farmington Hills,

The city discovered thls during the
past two weeks, as ofiletals worked
wlth the develaper, Keating Commu-
nity Homes of Bloomflcld Hills, to
address complaints brought by Keat-
irg's nelghbars near Nine Mile and
Middlebelt. The issue was ralsed at
an April 11 clty counc!! meeting.

Although Keating houses are In-
spected and sealed ot the factory,
the developer may not have obtatned
a necessary state license to sell and
Install the homeS, according to city
officials.

“We learned last week he may not
have all licenses from the state,”
city manager Willtam Costick told
clty council Aprll 11, “He's taking
care of that."

Brooke Isberg, a spakeswoman for
Howard Kealing, denied any llcens-

ing problems last week, saying, “the
Keatlng peaple are certalnly fully 1i-
censed and their Installers are fully
licensed. They're (the city) unfamil-
iar with the licensing.”

Keatlng subcontracts its installa-
tions, she added. Owner Howard
Keating could not be reached for
comment.

CITY BUILDING department em-
ployees also met with state building
licensing offlclals and recelved fur-
ther Information about manufac-
tured housing rules.

“We feel now we are on top of it,”
Costick added. He could not be
reached later in the week to update
the Keating situation, or comment
on the company's denial.

Isberg sald the company was
“comfortable” with the situation In
Farmington Hills, and added, “How-
ard Keating is probably the ploneer
in this state (in manufactured hous-
ing), __nnd ploneers never have it
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This Keating Community Home Is on Nine Mile, east of Middlebelt, in Farmington Hilla.

before giving a full report to the city
council Aprll 25. They continue to
withhold permits for Keatlng be-
cause of other concerns, including
cleanup work on some sites and
other ordinance violations.

The city took action following
complaints from residents near the
already constructed Keating homes.

“There’s a ‘surprise a week' on
this sltuation,” he added. “Because
of the commotion that’s been raised
. . . this issue should be put to bed.”

Vagnozz| was supported by coun-
cilwoman Jean Fox; councl]l mem-
t;:: agreed to actlvate the review

rd.
The city has already Implemented
e for han-

Complalnts ranged from
of Ihe houses exterlors, to grading
and dralnage problems, to traffic
and parking violations by construce
tlon workers and prospective buyers.

COUNCILMAN ALDO Vagnozzl
asked for a comprehensive report
and actlvity Mst about the Keatlng
situation for the upcoming Aprll 25

meeling.

He also called for reactivation of
the Single Family Construction Re-
vlew Board to look at the alrcady
constructed Keating houses and
present recommendatlons.

I
dling permit applications for manu-
factured homes, Costick said,

And, despite the questions belng
raised {n the Hills about manufac-
tured houslng, the state Supreme
Court ruled two years ago that such
homes can be put on residential lots,
he added.

“We have learned a lot through
this whole process,” Costlck sald,
“We'll be doing a much more rigid
Job. We'll be tougher and making
sure people conform to the letter of
the law."”

WILLIAM X. KIENZLE
Author Of ““The Rosary Murders”’
Will Autograph His New Mystery

‘“‘MARKED FOR MURDER”"’
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37115 Grand River at Halsted
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MEANWHILE, RESIDENTS of
the Nine Mite/Middlebelt area, who
brought complaints about Keating to
the council, complained last week
about Farmington Hills police re-
sponse to their calls about traffle.

The city Issued an order to its po-
lee department to watch the arca
and ticket traffic and parking viola-
tors. Residents told council mem-
bers that police were giving warn-
Ings, not writing tickets,

Costick sald be would sce that the
order is enforeed in the future,

‘While saying problems relating to
traffic actlvity in the area have
dwindled, city attorney Paul Bibeau
sald the city wouldn't hesitate to
take legal action “If the activity
pleks up.”

No representative spoke at the
April 11 meeting on behalf of the de-
veloper.

e ———— ===

L8 BB 8 8l
Gl

HOT FUDGE TOPPING AND CANDY
NOW AVAILABLE AT

one Son

YOUR GIFT DEPARTMENT STORE WITH HALLMARK CARDS

FARMINGTON BRIGHTON 'LIVONIA
Grand River at Brighton 6 Mile at
Farmington Rd. Newburgh

She was
a giving
person

Contlnued trom Page 1

teach patlent care at a 50-bed hospi.
talin Oyo.

" to four tlmes a week, they
went to different villages angd
warked In very primitive condltions
conducting mobile medlcal clinicy to
teach patient care,” Sister Marjorle
sald. “They also fnstructed volun.
teers who came into the clinic.”

Michelle enfoyed the work so
much, she extended her stay to near.
ly a year.

SISTER MARY Joel, Michelle’s
French teacher at Mercy, sald Mi-
chelle was responsible for organlz.
ing & student festlval “to bring
young women at Merey together ina
communlty setting.”

“She felt if they worked together
in a common project, they'd develop
a deeper sense of community,” sald
Sister Mary, who now teaches adult
education at Marygrove College of
Detrolt and Our Lady of Sorrows
Church in Farmlington,

Sister Mary characterized Mi.
chelle "as a life giver. She absolutely
made things happen, She was very
caring.”

ROUGEAU TRANSFERRED to
Mercy from Blrmingham Marian
High School after the ninth grade, At
Mercy, she particularly enjoyed
French, sclence and fllm study,
school offlclals sald,
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