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Hurrah for Hollywood
and Norman Langen

Habla espanol?

Americans discover foreign languages

e W PN

By Mary Rodrique
statf writer

DId you ever wonder what Ricky
Ricardo was saying to Lucy during
one of his Spanish tirades?

Or overhear two people talking in
another language and wonder what
the conversation was about? You,
perhaps?

I1dlc chatter s seldom enough to
send people clamoring for foreign
language study, but for reasons as
varied as personal enrichment to
tusiness travel, Americans are sub-
merging  themselves [n other lan-
goages.

“Amerlcans were very arrogant
the past 20 years — they figured ey-
eryone in business should speak Eng.
fish. With the economic policles
worldwide — between Japan and the
U.S., with glasnost, with the opening
of Chlna, we're realizing that it's to
our advantage to know other lan-
guages,” said Roland Johnston, di-
rector of the Birmingham-based
Berlitz Language Center. “It opens
new markets.”

Berlitz Is the “granddaddy” of lan-
guage schools. Established in 1878 in
Providence, R.L, by a German uni-

verslty professor, today it has 200
language centers In 25 countries.

While business travelers account
for more than half the students at
Berlitz and other language centers,
vacationers and students looking to
Pplace out of college forelgn language
requirements also choose the cr:
course approach.

IN OTHER cases, grandchildren
want to learn thelr grandparents na-
tlve tongue, and parents want their
young children cxposed to foreign
language early.

Berlltz has a junlor course geared
to kindergarten through elghth grade

students.

“It's like learning music,” John.
ston sald, “Some people have an af-
finity — more ability — but our
course is designed to meet the needs
of all students.”

Approaches range from one-on-
one intensive study to small groups
{up to six students at Berlitz), and
conversation s stressed. A crash
course student would study six days
a week, clght hours a day, for up to
one month — with homework exer-

clses,
The biggest stumbling block for

the typlcal American student, ac-
cording to Johnston and others, Is
“opening your mind to a different
way of looking at things.”

“The barrier, more than Iearning
new words, 1s to accepl new con-
cepts,” sald Rosa Van Buren, a na-
tive of Mexico and director of the
Gamboa School of Language in
Southfleld. “We are set in a certain
paltern and it’s hard to break.

“For example, English docsn't use
the double ncgallve But In Spanish,
it 13 correct and somctimes neces.
sary, Having to use it 1s a difflcult
barrler to break if you were told
through school that It's wrong.”

A hall dozen language schools
polled in the metro area all use na-
tive-barn teachers, believing it's bet-
ter for a student to hear the lan.
guage as spoken by a true nalive.

AND STUDENTS can choose from

just about every language known to
man — Europeen, Asiallc and the
romance languages.

Although Berll\z promises “to
have you dreaming In the language
by the second night of class,” stu-
dents should not expect miracles.

“If you are golng to that country
right away, it's good. If not, you can
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forget It as quickly as you learn it,”
sald Michelle Maples, director of
Avantage International in Blrming-
ham. “After a crash course, you
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could expect to survive, go to the
store, things llke that, but don't ex-
peet to converse on all toples.”
Maples worked for Berlitz Inter-
natlonal in her native Parls, France,
and in the Birmingham center be-
fore establishing her own school.

In the George Bernard Shaw
play, “Pygmalion,” Professor
Henry Higgins tackled the job
of turaing Eliza Doolittle into
a cultured English woman.
Businesses like Beriitz are
doing the same thing when it
comes to foreign languages.
In a short period of time, they
are training people to speak
and understand a foreign lan-
guage of their choice.

Many schools send teachers to
buslnesses to conduct classes.

Hortensia Paliclo, originally from
Cuba, currently is teaching forelgn-
born engineers and scientists Eng-
lish at the General Motors Tech Cen-
ter,

“They are extremely bright, but as

a group, they haven't been promoted

because of thelr difficuity with the

language,” said Paliclo, dlrector of
Linguatutor in Troy.

nunclation and memo writing

is part of the class, Other teachers,

like Maples, gear business students

to the language of thelr occupation.

Language courses range f(rom
$300 and up, depending on the school
nndd i{ the class Is indlvidual or group
study.
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When [t comes to plcking
winners, Strect Scene readers and
movie goers did a grand job,

Of the more than 2,700 people
who entered the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers/AMC The-
ater/Unlted Alrlines second an-
nual Academy Award contest, 37
had the right answer in all six
categories — best pleture, best
actress, best actor, best support-
Ing actress, best supporting actor
nnd best director,

The grand-prize winner was
Norman Langen of Farmington
Hllts, He receives a trip to Holly-
wood for himself and a guest with
round-trip air fare from Unlted
Alrlines.

Tom Exaracs of Livenla was
the second-place winner. He re-
celves an AMC gold pass.

‘The thlrd~plnce wlnners — 48
in ail includi)

Union Lake, Alleen DeOrmellas of
Redlerd, Don Fothey of St. Clair
Shores and Phyllis Conn of South-
field.

Eleancre Domza) of Troy, Su-
san Logan of Grosse Pointe
Shores, Ron Whiting of Berkley,
Elaine MacFarlane of Southficld,
Rachel Einstandlg of Southficld,
Linda Knight of Bloomfleld Hills,
Matthew Studonicki of Taylor,
Michele Brannen of Wyandotte,
Diana Bays of Troy, Tim Jahn of
Livenia, Ellle Gudewicz of West.
land, Violet Wyckoff of Blrming-
bam and Rita Ames of Grosse
Polnte Park.

Charles Kiesling of Westland,
Karen Vanchshande of Warren,
Connle Dean of East Detroit,
Henry Hoffman of Detroit, Libby
Fasang of Troy, Adeline Ku-
charek of Canton, Mrs. J.B. Neme

F. Hill

who correctly ldunmlcd the six
Oscar wlnners — recelve AMC
guest passes.

‘The guest pass winners are S.
Simmer of Southfield, Christo.
pher Tartaglia of Redlord, Marie
Glikey of West Blwmﬂeld Mike
Mamaci of Detroit, Irene Maza of
Livonia, Ray Jacobs of Birming-
ham, Francis Morton of Farming-
ton Hills, Jack Corley Jr. of Ro-
chester, Susan Palmer of Mount
Clemens, Margoret Ruggles of

of Is, Lori Hoff-
man of Detrolt, David Tyler of
Ann Arbor, Harold Young of De-
trolt, Teresa LaSata of East De-
David Gross of Grosse

troit and Lou Miller of St. Clair
Shores,

Mrs. C. Manlacl of Detroit, Pe-
ter O'Rourke of Grosse Pointe,
Victorla Berardi of Utica, Virgin-
fa McGuffle of East Detroit and
John Clune of Grosse Pointe
Shores.

Mr. 2’5 STEAK HOUSE

27331 5 MILE {Corner Of Inkster) IPHL.
SHOW

sday hru Saturds)
For yout listening an
dancing pIOAsUI:

TEXAS SIRLOIN
KING STEAK Tuo

m
Roce, Biead Basint l wv-
Avelsoie 7 Depy

MONDAYS:

avmit ¥
Mck \\n\ku\*“
T quanet

Aduisie® §

!

Sunday and Mondsy
BILL KAHLER

Nk

2007 9" "

537-5600

VALUABLE COUPON
Just To Be Nice

10% OFF 2t

it

TIME

pan o B

B

INNER, =y
PGET ONE FREE! P e P 333

To introduce you and a guest
to the fine dining at Periwinkles
we'll pay for your guest's meal® .
This offer is valld Sunday - Thursda Y,
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Offer ends 5/1/88.

*Equal or lesser value. excluding akohol.

- WHERE STEAKS ARE SO TENDER,
SYOU CAN CUT THEM WITH A STICK.

Bring your birthday party of four or more to KYOTO during the| mwlnn medicine 13t
month of APRIL and we'll treat you 10 the lesser pricod entree FREE. ehicken pot or Dy eymploms boloro
It will be sliced, diced and sizzled right before your eyes and If you g‘m:“:;w WM”“,"V,:_“
roally nead a knife, that's on us tool

andseenogers

REN CEN {adjacent to The Westin Hotel) 567-9600
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ATTENTION
TRIVIA FANS

Do you watch
Jeopardy? Play
Trivial Pursuit?
Know a little about a lot? Play

Live, :
Professional
Theater

IDO! IDO!!

Showtimes: April 13-May 15

The Holiday Inn Livonia West.
{nvites you to experience our
new Twilight Dinner Menu
from 4:00-8:00PM daily in the
refined actting of our French
Colony Restatrant.
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le T e houp. atla. entres the Trivia Challenge Mondays at * Thursday-Saturday 8:00 PM.
Aﬁordab e e e | 7 5 s S00RM.
. ce of 68,05, En pm-7pm at Yesterdays lounge : ) :

Price- D ons tnciuder in_ the Southfield Hilton? Just \\kdncsda.yfl'hursday Matince  2:00 PM.
‘ ere Scitvod Fetmeintprimners | 2 ShOW UP to play. A musical comedy about love
. Wh ‘ Cachotimenay. o T " . and marriage—all told in a warm
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