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Escort inventor
is still into G’s

Michael Valentine invented the
Escort radar detector, the legality of
which is currently belng debated in
the Michlgan Leglslature, along with
similar devices that warn motorists
that they are under radar surveil-
lance by local police,

I'm old cnough to bore the kids
with reminiscénces of a childhood
before lelevision, garage door
openers, microwave cooking, rock
and roll and radar speed traps. I con-
fess [ retain a mild paranola about
-the microchlp soclety thnt snme
“times finds oss of

quencies of potice radar guns - but
he did develop special circultry that
made it work well enough to irritate
the police.

Hls former company, Clnclnnat!
Microwave, was formed as a mail-
order house to sell his radar detec-
tors. Valentine thought that direct
mall would allow him to keep his
costs low and it would allow him to
offer lengthy trial perlods — which
he thought would be necessary to
convince skeptical potential custom.
els
the

me

privacy to databanks when 1 shovc
my cash card in the bank slet.

ay, of course, we lve with a
-near-complete breakdown of effi-
cient law enforcement save in the
area of enforcing speed llimits,
where the accuracy and stealth of 2
radar gun buflds an instant and near-
1y irrefutable case against the speed-

er.

VALENTINE MAKES a plausible

e rode

bocm In radar detectors enhnnccd by
the natfonal 55-mph speed limit. To-
day the market for radar detectors
Is estimated to top $300 million. By
the time he sold his share in the com-
pany, Valentine was rich enough to
retire very, very eatly.

HE WASN'T {Inished yet, though.
Valentine Research recently
turned out ancther automotive
glzmo called the G-analyst. It's a re-
plece of that

case Lhat radar rilally

counter the lack of due process in-*

herent In radar speed control with a
device In private hands that gives
the Individual at least some informa.
tion about who is watching him.

At Jeast thal’s one perspective, al-
though the police officer parked un
der.the 175 overpass suffering eyes-
train {rom studying hls rear-view
mirror might think otherwise,

Valentine would scem to he
stretehing the point, until you note
that at least a few states are now
1ssuing speeding tickets based on ro-
bot traffic survelllance from video
cameras. The cameras merely
record the license pumber of the of-
fending car and put the burden of
proof on the car’s owner 1o show he
wasn't the one who was driving,

IN ANY CASE, Valentine s ane of
those incredibly bright and rich Sili-
con Valley types who are so facile
with high technology they make in-
venting something as sophisticated
as the Escort seem like coloring

cggs.

1n fact, he didn't invent the radar
detector — which s basleally a ra-
dlo receiver that picks up the fre-

uses some of the innards of the navie
gation system of a nuclear subma-
rine to detect how fast a car Is brak-
ing, cornering and accelerating.

1t's a fascinating device, and Val-
entine had hopes it would improve
drivers’ skills, hence reduce accl-
dents. It also scemed to be another
good candidate for mall order. But

50 far the response has been disap-

polnting for the G-analyst, especially
compared to the demand for the ra-
dar detectors, according to Valen-
tine,

SOME OF his best customers 50
far, ironieally, kave been local police
departments who are using the G-an-
alyst to do research in how skid
marks correlate to vehicle speed In
accident analysls,

His non-compelitive agreements
with Cincinnati Microwave are due
to expire soon, and he may once
agaln return to his original niche,

Back to star wars on the high-
ways.

Dan McCosh is the automotive
editor of Popular Science Maga-
zine.

marketplace

Kalon, Blttker & Desmond Adver-
tising of Troy has formed KB & D
Speakers Bureau,

Oberlin & Co. Advertising Inc,
have moved to the Nottingham Off«
lce Plaza, Suite 135, 32300

y Alix & Assoclates of South-
Ileld has acqulred the Troy-based fi-
nancial consulting firm of Cross &

Sarah Wolk Assoclates of Bir-
mingham was pamed public rela.

Nor Highway, Fi
Hills,

R. J. Baker Advertising of Troy
were named winners of the Telly
Award for their commerelals for
Northern

tions and counsel for
Small Business Strategy Group,
Southfleld.

W.B. Doner and Co. of Southtield
recelved the 1987 Vendor of the
Year award from Canadian Tire's
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AT OAKLAND UNIVERSITY '

rca1~world experience,
with fellow p!

+ Person-to-person instruction by experts with

atlon required.

in class.
. One tuition only — No additional academic affili-

*CPAs: call for details about tuition discount

NEW STUDENTS START MAY 23 in the

Certificate Program in Personal Finaneial Planning

CALL 370-3120
8 a.m-5 p.m. Monday-Friday

Board of

[CNiveRsiTY]  ocFP s

Standards and Practices rarou-unmmmummw.

YOU ALONE CAN DO IT,
BUT YOU CANT DO IT ALONE...

« DO YOU “LIVE” TO EAT?
« DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE SAYING NO?
« TOO MUCH TO DO, TOO LITTLE TIME?

CALL 647-5540
DEA, FARRAH HEALTHY GPTIONS, INC.
NSW, ACSW, CSW BIRMINGHASM! I
mﬂ%ﬁo‘?ﬁ INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING

“Remodeling in 0ak1and Couniy Since 1965

BULDING
COMPANY

“ADDITIONS +. KITCHENS « BATHS.
6190 Dynmove « Viest Bloomield « 855-3880
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You

<an save
money on your
monthly mortgage
payments, Call now to find
out how!

589-3890
MORTGAGES
AND LOANS
(LT SEATS FNANGAL

] OAKLAND MALL

& FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS

+ 24 Hour Monlloring

« Notlty Police, Flla & Medical Dept.
+ Fast Efficient inst.

+ Emergency Bultons

+ Digltal Pad

Leasing *195 one lime charge
or

s425 Purchased

EASY ESTIMATES

30.478

TP, SECURITY SERVICE
12700 BERWYN, REDFORD - |8

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
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Thursday, Aptil 21, 1988 O&E

FREE
MARKETING SEMINAR

featuring

. CHARLIE MOUSER

sponsorad by

Ghbgerver % Teeentric

NEWSPAPERS
and| OCAL CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

=

L]
an international advertising-marketing consult-
ant and 30-year verteran in the retailing com-
munity. He is founder and publisher of the
MOUSER REPORT, a monthly retall adverls-
Ing newsletter and in 1985 the MOUSER
INSTITUTE was established to provide class-
room tralning. During the past several years
Charlie has inspired more than 50,000 semi-
nar attendses throughout the USA and
\_Canada,

INFORMATION YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS;

o« Why TIME Is the consumers greatest priority today.

' Why advertising can't make sales...selling is the
marchant's responsibiiity.

« How to set objectives and find the right road map

v How to racognize and avold the costly sales errors
committed avery day In your store.

v How relall merchans can and must use simple market
research lo bolster advertising.

(" SEMINAR SCHEDULE )
Mondav, May 16
800 am, 1030 em
CANTON
700 p.m. - 930 p.m.
FARMINGTONIFAHM_ING'(ON HILLS

B:00 am-10:30 am.

LIVONIA
Charlia clalms shopping Is excitemant...the last iree entartaln. 7.00 pm. - 9:30 p.m.
mont In the country.” *Selling Is a love atfalr ~ paople dont buy BIRMINGHAM
for a prica...they buy bocause it makes them fael good. The
goal is to croate excitomant, and make the shoppar fes!
* g0-0-d! " Bun, In ordor to accomplish this good fesling, 8:00 a.m. - 10:30 am,
businassas must be willing to change. Businasses must form PLYMOUTH

700 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

mastor plans and commHt o them. 5
pl TROY/ROCKESTER

THIS SEMINAR IS FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED IN

RETAILING; OWNERS, MANAGERS, SUPERVISORS,
SALESPEOPLE, CASHIERS.

EQR YOUR FREE RESERVATIONS
QR MORE INFORMATION...

CALL 591-2300 EXT. 404 BY FRIDAY, MAY 6 |§

Thursday, Mav 19
8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.en.
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—
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Standard Federal Bank
introduces the Adjustable
Rate Mortgage that lets you
convert to a Fixed-Rate
Loan anytime during the

.- ]
The Lifetime
Convertible ARM

life of the loan.

vert to fixed rates, What

life of the loan!

pmvxdcs a great way 1o get low initial
interest rates and low initial monthly
payments when buying or refinancing a
home. And if there comes a dme you'd
like to convert to a fixed-rate morgage,
you can. Other converible ARMs put

time limitations on when yout can con-

all our Liferime Convertible ARMs s
that you can convert anytime during the

What's more, with our Lifetime
Convertible ARM, as with all of our

rae monigage laan programs, you can
borrow up 10 $2,000,000 and use our
ExpressLoan® service to process and
dose your loan within 15 days.

So, contact any Standard Federal
branch office and leam more about our
Lifetime Converible ARM.

7.25% .52

Annual Interest
V‘n(rruq! e ¢

30-~Year ARM

7 50% 9 73%
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Standant Federal Bank
Savings/Fnancial Services
sin Otfics:

2401 W, Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48084
1-800-482-3930
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