Information interview is
useful to firm, interviewee;

To obtain comprehensive informa-
tion about a prospective career or
bustness pursuit, the information In.
tervlew represents a key strategy.

Baslcally, the informatlen Inter-
vlew Is scheduled by a person to ¥
out more about a particular compa-
ny's operation or the nature of spe-
clfic position(s) held within the com-

pany.

Individuals who request these
types of interviews may or may not
be Interested in working for the com-
pany dlrectly; more important is the
information exchange that occurs
between the Interviewer and the
company representative.

. SCHEDULING THIS type of inter-
tlew with a business you are not fa-
miliar with may at llnl seem Intimi-
dating — I the
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ence Mbrarian at a public or unlver-
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that occurs between competitors can |8
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that best meet |8

FROM THE company’s stand-
point, Information interviews can be
of great benefit for “future consider-
ation.” Rather than plnclng ads to
fHl posltions as they become open,
many cnmpanles will get back in’
touch with persons remembered
from previous Information Inter-
views,

s large and has uveral lﬂyun of
by depart-

also
may refer lndlvlduah to other or-

ment or dlvulon Regardless o! lhe

a3 part of their own net-
working effort.
[

the needs of their targeted customer
markels.

It is a rare occurrence when two i

competltors operate exactly allke
over an extended period of time. For [
those who think that imltation is the
key to success, it should be men-
tioned that this type of strategy nev- §
er works for very long.

Next week, we will begin a serles
on the competitive environment un-

der which all businesses operate — [ o

¢rillcnl Im pormnce

+ After all, would you agree to meet
with someane wha knows nothing
more about your company than its
name and telephone number? Intelll-
gent requests are what Jead to this
type of interview belng granted.

¢ Galning access to basie company
data Involves no more than enlisting
the assistance of a qualified refer-

potential
as part of the informatlon Interview
process should not be perceived as
stealing Jdeas or operational strate-
glu by one or both parties. Success-

business owners already realize
!he competition s healthy and does
not represent a threat but an oppor-
tunity.

THE INFORMATION exchange

and the imp of finding out §
who your company’s major competi-
tors really are,

Mary DiPaolo is the owner of
MarkeTrends, a Farminglon
Hillsbased business consulting
firm. She is also producer and
host of the cable television series,
“Focus: The Small Business Envie
ronment.”

datebook

MARKETING WORKSHOP
. Friday, April 22 — Marketing
workshop offered 9 a.m. to noon in
Detroit. Fee: $25. Information:
RoseAnne Herzog, 577-4850, Spos-
nor: Wayne State Unlversity.

® BUY A BUSINESS

Satarday, April 23 — “How to Buy
2 Business” offered 7-9 p.m., in Tro
Fee: $25. Information: m.me.
Sponsor- Start A Business Store,

® WALL STREET JOURNAL

Saterday, April 2 ‘Under-
.'.undmg the Wall sueu. Joumul" of-
fered 10 a.m, to 12:30 p.m. in South-
1leld. Advance tickets: $10. Informa-
tlon: Garret Payne, 559.7590.
Sponsor; Oakland County Business
Consortium.

® MUNICIPAL BONDS

¢ Monday, April 25 — “Investing
‘Wisely” will be offered 7:30-10 p.m.
1n Birmingham. Fee: $12. Informa-
tlon: 644-5832. Sponsor: The Commu-
ity House,

© ACCOUNTING
Monday, April 25 — “Accounting
lor Your Small Business” offered 7-9
m. In Troy, Fee: $25. Information:
§:9~8646 Sponsor: Start A Business
ore,

@ CAREER WOMEN

Monday, April 25 — Natlonal As-
soclation of Career Women meets
11:30-1 p.m, In Southfleld. Informa-
tion: 591-3380.

® FINANCIAL EXECUTIVES

Monday, April 25 — Financial Ex-
ceutives Institute mcets, Informa-
tion: Donald L, Foehr, 626-3156,

® ESTATE PLANNING
COUNCIL

Toesday, Aptil 26 — Financial
and Estate Planning Council meets

in Troy, Information: Nancy Simon,
3538-7444,

® INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS
Tuesday, April 26 — International

Business Forum meets. Information:
Don Keesee, 540-2615.

® BEST OPPORTUNITY
Tuesday, Aprll 26 — “How to
Choose the Best Opportunity” of-
fered 7+9 p.m. in Troy. Fee: $25. In-
formation: 849-8646. Sponsor: Start
A Business Store.

® MEDICAL RISK
MANAGEMENT

Wednesday, Aprit 27 — “Risk
Management Essentlals for the Off-
lce Staff" offered 8 a.m. to noon in
‘Troy. Fee: $65. Information: § (800)
§78-3553, Sponsor: Stratton-Cheeses
man Management Co,

© GRE PREPARATION ¥

Satordays, April 30 to May 28 —
Graduate rd Examlnation prep-
aration workshops held ¢ am, to 3
p.m. in Rochester, Fee: $115. Infor-
matlon: 370-3120. Sponsor: Oakland
University,

N

MAY 10-12, 1988

presented by the

Livonia Chamber of Commerce

at
Schoolcraft College

18600 Haggerty Rd., Livonla
For Ticket Information Call 313-427-2122

Use our convenient
interest-froe anelry
Layaway Plan.
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‘Suggested -
- Retail l’nces

Featurmg diamonds from 1 to 5 carats,
on sale at selected storesonly.
Check below for dates and locatlo_ns

s
Rings
$3,500 to $88,000 Suggested Rotall

$1,750 to $44,000 Sale

We've obtalned a special consignment of fine quality diamond jewelry,
direct from our European sources, worth over $1 milllon.* * Select from
over 200 rings, earrings and pendants—all sale priced for half of their
suggested retall value. . . FOR ONE DAY ONLY!

Yol e

Earrings

2,300 to
51 150 10 $3,100 Sale

l’endants

$3,300 0 $10,000 Suggosted Relalt

$1,650 to $5,000 Sale

Receive a free
written appraisal
with all purchases.
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{All events take place at the Schoolcratt Wednesdsy, May 11 )
Colloge Athletic Facilities unlass otherwiso 11:30-4:30 p.'m. ’ Luncheon at Schoolcraft AMER!CAS I-EA[]]N G JEWELEH
specified.) o Collega Waterman Con-
ter featuring the Small
Business Person of the
Tussday, May 10 Year Award; tickets will
sdpm. PMM:‘[ :’lﬂc{g l:"v:“s;ow be avallable at the
avallabie at the Ghambor Chambeor for $10 each
for $15 oachh .:rslgamh . ! >
when purchasing 20 or .
more 1200 8. “DrossFor Success” RCHANDISE
Fashion Presentation for
Wednesday, May 11 Gaminss Cemateram Cotone: *Sale Dates and Locations:
81130 8m. waleomc I'olhowwdof :.r:mby 8 Wednesday, Aprll 20 Thursday, April 21 Friday, April 22 Saturday, April 23
Expansion and Modemzation NEW 8YORE Sterling Helghts, M)
Schoolcratt College in 14 Mile Road & John R Road CIlnlon V-II: Mall 28794 Gratln! Avenue  Southgate Shonplng
Room LA 200; resecvatl- Across lrom Oakland Mall  (313) 254- (313) 7725858 Cenler (313) 281.0160
ons may be made by n‘f’"’ '5'.‘." hi Expo 10 public Five (313) 5059550 Wastland, Southleld, M) + Rovi,MI ’
gllgg 'l::‘ﬂ bf'hlmber 3 $35 pam. 58 pm. o.qmﬂnﬁ, Con- Wullnnd Shopplna Soulhlield Rd. Across irom
d $46 1 nection at Schoolcratt Cen (Betwean 12 and Twelve Oaks Mall
and $46 for non-mer- Coliege: froe @19 5256600 KEL0) (313) 346-8970
STORE HOURS: ASIES
Mundaylo Saturday 10 AM to 8 PM; Sunday 11 AM 10 5 PM sﬁpalv tor “" "°r"é
:"lToIal amnunt In muﬂng stores, ‘:1:“
WNTO AUl to correction,
For e S aiion ot e s10s mebrast Tou. o ool NFO
(of $.800.762-4835). Gerving America "‘"'- “Service Merchandise Company, Inc., 1088 NK168
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