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Running to the video shack as a
diversionary measure yiclded a
victory, a draw and a tactical er-
ror.

Victory came in the form of Lou
Diamond Phillips' performance as
1950s' rocker Rlitchie Valens in
1986's “La Bamba.” He, along with
Esal Morales as Valens' ne'er-do-
well brother, overcome the dumb
lines rife in rock-film blographies.

Anyone who can say, “My
dreams are pure rock 'n’ roll,"
without making you choke with
laughter on the microwave pop-
corn deserves some kudos, Phillips
plays the Mexican-American
Valens as a gentle, straight-arrow
type passiepate about rock. He
overcomes Lhe movie's excesses,

And in the tradition of the rock-
‘movie genre, there are excesses. It
can't be helped, To an extent, rock
'n’ roll is excess. However, the film
contalns too many references to
plane crashes and fear of flying.
We know before we sce the film
that Valens died at 17 In the plane
crash that also took the lives of
Buddy Hotly and the Blg Bopper.

WE DONT need lines like,
“Stars don't fall out of the sky, do
they?" uttered by Phillips. Bir-
mingham's Marshall Crenshaw,
dolng a nice turn as doomed Buddy
Holly, gets saddled with such dla-
logue as, “Because the sky belongs
to the stars, right?” This uttered
moments before the lil-fated plane
takes off.

Morates as Valens' half-brother
turns @ potentially unlikable char-
acter into onc we may not Jove but

‘La Bamba’ rocks

though SR, on principle, generally
advises against judging a video by
its cover, in Lhis case, it's Justifled.
We're In for some major-league sil-
liness here.

Those old surfin’ sweeties Frank-
fe Avalon and Annette Funlcello
poke fun at thelr movie images.
They may be the last people In
Amerlea lo get around to publiely
laughing at the beach-party-blank-
et-bingo, wipe-out flicks.

Funleello wears dresses that
match her luggage. Her kitchen
shelves are stocked with nut
butter, Spam, ketchup and canned
soup, Just your average family
caught in a '60s tlme warp,
Avalon's character evolves into
one used car salesman joke. The
kind of guy who buys hls sults with
reversible vests,

They're not the aaly ones laugh-
ing at thelr '60s selves, Don Adams
dellvers lines written expressly so
he ean use all of the catchphrases
he popularized on the “Get Smart”
serles. They are all here, folks.
“Missed by that much.” “Would
you belleve?” And, of course, “Sor-
£y about that”

Other cameco appearances in-
clude Connle Stevens, Edd “Kook-
ie” Byrnes, Bob Denver and Alan
Hale. It’s an "80s cult hero that re-
ally kicks sand in everyone's face,
though. Pec-Wee Herman, the
Geekmaster  himself, glves the
maovie a much-needed LIt with his
rendltion of “Surfin' Bird,” Too bad
it comes so close to the end of the
film. That's a lot of sliliness to
wade through to reach an island of
stylish humor.

ber, this {s 92 minutes

whom we do Bobby ls
a man not without his own talents,
who succumbs to his own demons,
Phillips and Morales together alse
make a striking study of those who
casily assimilate into the American
mainstreams and those who can't.

Musle remalns the heart of this
movle and Los Lobos perform
Valens' songs with style and spirit.
Valens’ original recordings weren't
used because the masters were In
such poor condition,

SR detles any home viewers to
sit still through the performance
scencs without getting on thelr feet
and danclng across the lving room
floor.

It's not great art. It's flawed. But
SR gives it a six out of 10. Go
ahead, rent It. I's a good time,  ~

NOT SUCH A GOOD time, and
just about a draw In the video
wars, is “Back to the Beach." Al-

devoted to giggling about beach
movies. It would have been funnier
if they lopped off about an hour'’s
worth of flIm.

SR gives it a three out of 10. It
has a few tolerable moments. Rent
it as background nolse for your
next get-together, And don't forget
— SR warned you.

Just as SR warns you about the
video version of last fall's Howdy
Doody television anniversary show.

Ta rent this is to realize the ago-
ny of video defeat. Instead of con-
centrating on showing clips of the
beloved kiddle show, the producers
evidently thought it would be cute
to have Buffalo Bob stage another,
new Howdy Doody Show.

With all due respect to Peanut
Gallery alumnae, this is a show
that reeks of the '50s. It's a period
plece.
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Revue keeps Oscar on mind

_“An Evening with Oscar” con-
tinues through May 11, with two
performances Saturdays, at 7:30
and 9:30 p.m., preceded by dinner
at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., at the Novi
Hilton.

By Rob McCabe
staff writer

The reecent Academy Award cer-
emonies are stlll fresh in many of
our minds, which makes the musical
revue “An Evening with Oscar” cs-
peclally timely,

Ensemble
to perform

The Detrolt Percussive Arts En-
semble will glve a voncert at 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 30 , at the Communi-
ty Arts Auditorium on the Wayne
State University campus. The en
semble, founded by Jerry LeDuff of
Southfield, is an nss?c(uuon of per-

o

an awareness of the percussive arts,

Speclal guest will be Marvin
“Doc" Holladay, woodwinds, The en-
semble wiil showease original com-
positlons and perform on a varlety
of Instruments, including donno, ber-
mbau, steel drums, culca, timbales,
balafone and gongs.

For tickets, $7, call 884-2760 or
write: Storytellers, P.O. Box 15405,
Detroit 48215,

High-price
auctions up

AP — In the trendy tourist town of
Saugaluck, Mich, luxury condominl-
ums with Jacuzzis and private boat
slips went on this month in another
of an expanding number of upscale
real estate auctions,

Long percelved as an effective
way to quickly sell foreclosed prop-
erties In distressed areas, the real
estate auction Is gainlng momentum
as a respected marketing tool for
high-priced housing markets.

And though auctions are stil) most

popular among sellers who are hard

to move properties fast, it's

not uncommon to see I homes

in desirable arcas or attractive com-

mercial properties on the auction
block.

Saturday's auction at the East
Shore Harbor Club in Saugatuck was
the first of a two-part auctlen in
southwest Michigan.

INING & ENTERTAINMENT
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5 GOOD REASONS

3. Serving this area for 25 years, We are now serving the
children and grandchildren of our earllest customers.
4. We were the first with our own style Nacho- and

copled by many.
5. We serve quallty food!
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TRINI & CARMENS LA FAMILIA Martinez

1715 N. Telegraph Rd,
332-6851

WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
. TRINI & CARMENS
1. Independent and family owned.

848 Woodward Ave.
338-8477

\\‘

Luncheons e Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week
Mon.=Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM «Friday 11 AM-11 PM
'Sat, 12-11 PM ¢ Sunday 12-10 PM
L 469 S. Woodward » Birmingham

A 644-2913

Pearl’s %\é

Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Mucs, Wed, Thrs,
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% Hatnees - Sat 4
Gl 313:230-1264

'STAR THEATRE of Flint
WHITING AUDITORIUN, BOX 1503
. FLINT. MICHIGAN 485

Weaks of Jime 18 and June 30 .
THE NEW -

MITZ) GAYNOR
. SHOW. -

Weaks of July § through July 17
THE TAP DANCING DELIGHT
42nd STREET

FULL BROADWAY CAST
Waeska of July 19 threugh July 3t
THE BROADWAY MUSICAL RONP

MY ONE AND ONLY

‘Wesks of Aug. 2 through Aug. 14

AHAM,
NEWMAR, YVONKE DE CAALO,
MARTAUX HEMINGWAY
".";"‘ls-l Hilarious Comedy
"
[HEVQMEN
Wesks of Aug. 1 through Aug. 28
PETER MARSHALL -
i e folous musioal -,
-La Cage‘Aux Folles
Wesks of Sepl. & through Sept. 18

RON RAINEZB & BUBAN POWELL
In Slgmund Romberg's musical

THE DESERT SONG

SEASON
Alﬁl 6 SHOW;.'EE 82.50
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review

chlo.” He is equally at home singing
duets or (rios, even though paired
with such volatile performers as
Kolton and Blanchard.

becea™ is, as al-

Director/producer Michael J. Kli-
er and his company, Theatre Arts
Productlons Ltd., present this musi.
cal tribute to Academy-Award-win-
ning songs, at the Novi Hilton, Klier
has assembled some excellent per-
formers for the heartfelt tribute to
that ever-clusive gold statuelte.

Singers Nancy Kolton, Kathy
Blanchard and Paul Marquis are all
consummate performers, whether
performing as a trio or doing solos,
Kolton, a TAP Ltd,, regular, has a
voice that can be both powerful and
yet tender, as when she sings “Witha
Song in My Heart." She can be bras-
sy, seductive and playful, which is

what makes a great slnger.

Soprano Kathy Blanchard Is a
cute, petite redhead whose volce
runs the gamut from gentle, as
shown In her rendition of “Three
Colns In the Fountaln," to a smolder-
ing sexlness when performing “Take
My Breath Away” from “Top Gun.”
Blanchard is equally at home shar-
Ing the stage with her fellow per-
formers, yet I wish there were more
solos for all the performers to sing.

TENOR PAUL MARQUIS' volce
has a briiltant clarity in his solos, tn-
cluding “When You Wish Upon a
Star" from Walt Disney’s “Pinoc-

“Rel

ways, the life glue that holds the cn-
tire preduction together, With her
expertise, she manages to kecp the
show flowlng from start to finish. All
the performers are energetic, trying
to get the audience involved in sing-
alongs. In the “Name That Teae"
section the winner gets free tickets,
and in the particularly difficult bal-
lot game, participants guess the year
a particular song won the Academy
Award. The top contestant wins free
movie passes and his or her very
own QOscar,

Belng and getting involved is the
name of the game in Klier's past
productions, and thls ane Is no excep-

LET'S
DO
BRUNCH

11am - 3pm

Dine with us at
Southfield’s only
Atrium Garden
Restaurant. Fea-
turing an array of
delicious break-
fast, lunch & din-
ner items plus a
surprisingly sweet
dessert table.

Reservations Recommended

350-2000
Adults #11.95
12 & under *5.95
10% AARP Discount
EMBASSY

28100 Frankiin Rd.
Southlield, Michigan

The newest bloom
inWyndhams col-
lectionol Garden
Hotels is nowopen.
The Wyndhamy
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