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Laredo performs with compelling impact -

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

We may never recapture the at-
mosphere of chamber musle the way
1t existed during the llves of the clas-
slcal masters, but a Pro Muslca
event brings us as close as possible.

‘This serles, which has been pre-
sented at the Recital Hall of the De-
troit Institute of Arts for the past 60
years, consistently altracts the
movers and shakers dedicated to art
and culture,

Many of the events could have at-
tracted a larger audlence had a Jarg-
er hall been chosen. However, thal
would have robbed the audlence of
the sense of the intlmacy and close-
ness Lo the performing artist.

Avigdor
Zaromp

Ruth Laredo’s recent program
there is a case in polnt. Laredo ls, of
course,

sound, !orcelul and robust passages

for her performances and rocnrdl ngs
of muslc by Rachmanlnoff, Scriabln
and Ravel, She started her studles
with well-known Detrolt teacher and
performer Mischa Kottler, who was
also In the audlence.

We normally tend to assoclate
Rachmanlnofl's muslc with big

d: 'l'hme indeed, are ele-
ments that are almost always pres-
ent in Laredo's approach. Much of it
was present In most of the works by
Chopin, Beethoven, Rachmanlinoff,
Ned Rorem and Ravel on this pro-
gram.

IN THE THREE CHOPIN mazur-

kas, the grand approach was doml.
nant. Her rubato would frequently
put a disproportlonate

there, with very few misplaced
notes. There was, however, an ele-

and the thiek texture keeps the pln~
nist rather busy. The sound was

on
the middle quarter of the bar, rather
than the more subtle hint of other
Chopin performers.

Whether one agrees or disagrees
wlith her approach, however, it's
cumpelllng impact can’t be denled.

Those who heard her play the
Tchaikovsky first plano concerto
last summer In the hot, muggy and
steamy Orchestra Hall are well
aware that Laredo has technique and
energy to spare.

The one item on this program In
which the artistic element was no-
ticeably deficient was Beethoven's
Appassionata, The lechnlque was

ment of s mu-
slc [s a combinatlon of integrity and
passlon. Mostly the former was pres-
ent in its physical form, In the con-
cluding coda she pounded the fast
chords ruthlessly, In spite of the indl-
cated soft dynamics.

There was noticeable attachment
to the Rachmaninoff and Ravel se-
lectlons. Of the four preludes and
two “Moment Muslcate"” by Rach-
manlnoff, only the last prelude in G
minor is famlMar to most Ilsteners.

THE PIANO VERSIONS of Ra-
vel's “Valses Nobles et Sentimen-
tales” and “La Valse” are less often
heard than the orchestral versions

more late-R than Impres-
slonistlc much of the time, not much
of a drawback in “La Valse,” but
more 50 ln *Valses Nobles."”

“Song and Dance” by Rorem. a
knuckle breaker, was performed by
Laredo the first time last year, she'
reported, on the day of the stock-
market crash. This may explaln the
more than 100 polnt drop In the Dow
Jones last Thursday — it was al} in
anticlpation of a knock-out perform.
ance, .

Laredo played Debussy's "“The
Glrl with the Flaxen Hair” as an en-
core (o the audience, which gave her
a standing ovatlon.

Quartet carries authenticity bit too far

By Avigdor Zaromp
special wrlter

Quartet, which appeared at Orches-
tra Hall on the Chamber Music Soci-
ety of Detrolt (CMS) series, The mu.

How Is an

sound? This has baffled musicolo-
gists for generations, Many attempts
have been made to recapture this
elusive sound of past centuries, One
step In this dlreetlon that scems nat-
ural s the use of authentle instru-
ments,

Onc chamber group renowned for
its exploration of the quality of au-
thentle sound Is the Satomon String

slelans are Simon Standage
and Micacla Combertl, violist Tre-
vor Jones and cellist Jennifer Ward
Clark. Thelr [nstruments, in the
same order, are: Marlani violin,
Brescia, 1850; Italtan violin (unspeel.
fied here), 1740; viola built by Row-
Jand Ross in 1977 alter Stradlvarlus,
1690; Amati cello, Bologna, 1730.

The items on the program were
the Quartet Op. 77, No. 2 by Haydn,

review

in today's performance isn't neces-
sarlly authentic in the strict sense.
‘The Salomon members, in their at.
tempt to recapture the authentic
sound, use strings that are at least

Quartet No, 2, Op. 18 No. 2 by Bee-
thoven and Qunrlct No. 13, 0p. 29 D.
804 by Schubert.

Names such as Stradivarius and
Amatl are acknowledged for thelr
high quality, and Instruments made
by such legendary craltsmen are
worth a fortune teday. But most

present day performers, even If mey
have such an instrument, use m

ern steel strings rather than gut, uu:
practice before the mid-19th centu.

ry.

The sleel strings generate a sound
that Is more focused and more
projecting than gut strings. Conse-
quently, the sound of a Stradlvarius

Musicale hosting benefit concert

Planist Robert Conway and sopra-
no Mary Irvine will be the guest art-
ists at a benefit concert for the Blr-
mingham Muslcale at 4 p.m. Sunday
at Varner Recital Hall, Oakland Uni-
versity, Rochester.

Proceeds from the concert, sup-
ported by Michigan Councll for the
Arts, will fund student

the cgncert. For Information, call
335-6317,

The program will include works
by Mendelssohn, Brahms, Schubert,
Debussy, Bolcom, Hindemlth, Stra-
vinsky as well as “Motivations” by
Eugene Kurtz, Kurtz, an American
composer llving{ln Paris, Ls the visit
In;

Conway has performed as sololst
and chamber musician In major cit-
ies throughout the Unlted States and
Canada, earning his reputation with
authoritative Interpretations of the
musie of our ume as well as master-

pleces of the past
As n !catured ‘artist with the De-
troit ber En-

Al he

the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and
I-‘hc;dcrnllon of Music Club scholar-
ships.

General admission is $1¢ and pa-
tron and sponsor tickets also are
available. A meet-the-artist recep-
tlon will be held Immediately aner

Unlverslt of will be
present nnd will speak nbout hls
work. He has studied with Arthur
Honegger, Darfus Milkaud and Max
Deutsch.

Schubert’s work, “Der Hirt auf
dem Felsen™ for elarinet and piano,
will feature guest artist Douglas
Cornelson.

ai
scmble. Slnewave Sesslons, the
Breckenridge Musle Institute of Col
orado and others, he performs as a
sololst and in chamber, symphony
concerts and electronic music pro.
grams,

He also conducts master classes
and lecture demonstrations. He is a
native of Tulsa, Okla. with a bache

lor's from the New England Con-
servatory of Musle and graduate de-
grees from the Unlversity of Michi-
gan. N

Irvine, concert artist and oratorial
solalst, Is recognized as a sensitive
interpreter of the art song. She was
cducated In the United Kingdom, bus

close repli f the origlnal

The result is an overall sound that
Is much mellower, more subdued,
but of a thicker texture than the
characteristic modern zound. The
deslrablllty of its effect on the three
works on this program s a matter of
personal taste, I found the sound
partlcularly sultable for the Haydn
quartet. The Op, 77, No, 2 Is Haydn's
last quartet. Yet It still retalns the
intimate quality of 18th century
chamber music within its aristocrat-
e small balls, The minvet suggested
the Intlmate kind of humor among
friends,

Becethoven's Op. 18 No. 2, written
around the same tme (1799), llke the
Haydn work, was commissioned by
Price Lobkovitz. However, thls work
clearly signlfies the beginning of a
new stylistic period rather than the
end of an old one.

As such, T didn't always find this

performed in England and Ireland,
worked with the Britlsh Broadcast-
ing Corporation and has performed
widely in this area,

Locally, she had the role of Susan-
na In “The Marriage of Figaro” by
Mozart, Casilda in “The Gonoliers”
by Gllbert and Sulllvan and Fiona in

French dancers celebrate spring

‘The International Institute ni Met-
ropolltan Detroit will be r

golden volce of Channel 55" — when

By the French emplre wlwn the Ma-
dame Cadillac Dancers and Musl
clans take center stage to celebrate
“Printemps a Paris" {from 3-8 p.m.
Sunday.

Arlmlc dlrector Harriet Berg has
choreographed a new sct of dances
for the group, which is the only per-
formance company in America spe-
cializing in the French colonial peri-
od, The costumes, music and dances
are authentic representations of the
time when Detroit was a small out.
po;(l I:)]{ France under the rule of Lou-
is 5

Local Francophlles will get to see
another side of distinguished Detroit
actor Paul Winters — known as “the

N

ls original Detrolt,
Mon Amuur" debuls that anernoon‘

Winters' song is dedicated to the
French strects of Detroit, from
Llvernois to Beaublen. He also will
sing a selection of French standards
such as “J'allendral” and “L'Import.
ant C'est La Rose.”

Planist Evelyne Scheyer will plny
17th and 18th century French musie
by Francols Couperin, Jean Baptlste

L ¢}

HUNAN PALACE

Hunan,

In
Manderin and Cantonese Dishes
& Cockialls

10% OFF %

Carry Outs Avall Iable

38259 West Ten Mile Rd.
{Next to the Hollday Inn)
Farmington Hllis

473-3939

Coma to vislt and see our 18 foot long »
1500 galion sat water aquarkim

Lully and J, Ph, Rameay, along with
music by Claude Debussy and Fran-
cis Poulene. Scheyer has performed
throughout the United States and Eu-
rope.
For a look at contemporary
French theater, Gerald L. A. Smith,
director of the Brecht Theater in
Ann Arbor, and Bridget Wolf will

BAR.& GRILL.

AL
REDFORD+ 592-4520
ONE POUND
NEW YORK

STRIP STEAK
DINNER

°6.95

INCLUDES SOUP, SALAD, POTATO

RESTA

COUPON

URANT

Limit1to

BUY 1 DINNER AT REGULAR FRICE AND
GET 1 DINNER (o! eqncl!o:’llue) AT % PRICE

M
Ex mAJ:ﬂl 28, “”

"HUNTER’S RUN

— WHILE THEY LAST —

per n ag: with my
personal preference, which should be

taken for what it {s. The most posi-
tive aspect was that this perform-
ance let the Intrinsic intensity of this
masterplece speak for itself. Howey-
er, there were places where | wished
the Intrinsic quality had more sup-
port of the worldly kind. This was
especially so in the final movement.

Schubert’s quartet, with Its many
Introverted passages, could have
used some more extroverted singing,
in my opinlon, especially In the sec-
ond movement, featuring the theme
{rom “Rosamunde.”

The attempt to recapture the past
Is analogous to an excurslon. For ex-
ample, on Mackinac Island no mo-
torized vehicles are allowed and
many visitors enjoy tours in a horse-
driven carriage. But even the mem-
bers of the Salomon Quartet
wouldn't relish the ldea of riding
such a carrlage all the way back to
Orchestra Hall,

The Solomon Quartet offers a
sound that I unique and rewarding,
to a polnt. An entire program of it,
however, Is too much for my con-
temporary ears. The fault may be, ¢!
course, with my ears rather than
with the sound.

Mr.

27331 5 Mile (Corner of

’s
2. STEAKHOUSE

Inkster) PH. 537-5600

“Brigadoon” by Lerner and Locwie. TEXAS 16 0Z SIHLOI SUNDAYS
KING STEAK 5319,,"‘!,, I.!.'x'E FAMILY STYLE'
$ ";m,.,__, DINNER 5,95 °|
6-95 B Monday | Kide under 1273.65 .
fochuons Soup, Potato or e, s%g’m‘s;ﬂ Dinner Served '},
rorm 3 scene from @ Molicre o Do s From 8 pan. 2p.m.8pm. //]
Piay. ron ¢ MAKE YOUR MOTHER'S DAY RESERVATIONS EARLY
Tickets for “Pi A Paris"
are $10 per person. The Internatlon-

al Institute is located at 111 E. Kirby
between John R and Woodward Ave-

nue in Detroit’s cultural center,
For further information, call 871-
8600,

FACILITIES
for any occasion
seating up to 300
.at Livonia location S
| SORRY, NO' DISCOUNTS APPLY
DINNER FOR TWO
Choice of: .
Tenderloin Steak’
Broiled Boston Sérod
“Veal Parmesan and
Mostaciolli with Meatballs’

16 0Z. T-BONE AT = § SURF ‘N' TURF
n2.25 NooN "15.95
PRIME RIB OF BEEF
8,95

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE FOR LUNCH & DINNER
J 27189 Grand River (East of Inkster)
532-2882

i

Live,
Professional
Theater

 Thursday-Saturday \
* Sunday

IDO! IDO!

Showtimes: Aprit 13-May 15

+ Wednesday/Thursday Matinee \2:00 P.M,
A musical comedy about love

8:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.

Join Us For Our
MOTHER'S DAY BUFFET .
Reservations Suggested — Call Ahoad
522-5600

and marriage—all told in a warm,
sentimental style.

Call for pricing information.
l}gx Office-930-PLAY

DOMINO'S FARMS
I ri72A BOX THEATER

Presented by Domino Farms Activities Corporation
and Pritchard Productions, [ne.

Dominok Farms. Ana Atbor, Michigan, U1.S., 23 eit 4] (Phmouth Wlmloﬂllmn
Road. North ts the Farm. For more informatlon call the boz office. 931

By . - ,, ) ) k

BUY ONE LUNCH OR
DINNER AT REGULAR

LUNCH on DINNER
FREE

scounied meal must be equal or lesser In vatue.
ot Included.

.
.
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