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Hills watched as example in fighting drugs

Continued from Pago 1

Drew McDougalt offers a different
. "I 'know when I was a

As part of its crackd on illegal
drugs, Farmington Hills pollce have
stepped up raids. In the past four
months, at least three kilos of co-
caine have been seized. Users tend o
be 15-35 years old, Dwyer said.

Drug abuse is ne mare prevalent
n Farmington Hills than ether sub-
urbs. But it's reaching crisis levels
nationally. “This city is going to do
something about that problem as far
as decreasing the demand for drugs
and having an effect through educa-
tion," Dwyer said.

IN FARMINGTON schools, ad-
ministrators aren't finding “nlckel
bags of grass,” superintendent
Graham Lewis said,

“It's more subtle. Students seem
to be experimenting — trying mari-
juana, using different kinds of drug
paraphernalia. We don't know to
what extent this will bleed off and
become a real problem.”

freshman, | heard a lot about use of
marijuana and other drugs. Now,
students seem to be golng more for
alcohol than the harder drugs. I
think that’s partly because of the cf-
forts of our different community
groups.”

“Say No To Drugs" week, spon-
sored by the Farmington Hills Police
Department Cltizens Crime Preven-
tlon Advisory Committee, beglns a
yearlong, community backed cam-
palgn to counter chemleal dependen-

cy.

The backbone of “Say No To
Drugs” Is a 19-point action plan. The
plan — aimed at police, educators,
clergy, parents, kids and civic, busi-
ness and government leaders - pro-
vides a threc-pronged nllilck: e

Money selzed in drug raids will fund
it.

Dwyer, former commander of the

includes

1If you find a vial or baggic in
your child’s room and suspect It
contains an illegal drug, you can
recelve a confidential drug analy-
sls at the Farmington Hills Police
Department.

‘Withln seven days, you'll receive
the resuits and, tf necessary, learn
where to turn for help.

You won't have to give your
name — just a code number — to
assure anonymity.

The confidential drug analysls
program Is part of Farmington
Hills’ “Say Ne to Drugs” 19-palnt
action plan.

Other highlights of the plan in-
clude:

@ Stepping up enforcement tar-
getlng narcotics dealers and dis-
tributors at all levels.

# Providing In-depth training
for police officers on enforcement,
educatlon and referral programs,

@ Developing educational pro-
grams on substance abuse for em-
ployers and employees; clementa-
ry, middle and high schoot stu-

Drug action plan

testing

and adults (how to recognize symp-
toms of drug abuse, how to recog-
nize illegal drugs and parapher-
nalla, how parents effectively can
teach their kids to say no to drugs).

® Increasing promotlon of local
and national drug treatment and
rehabilitation pregrams and ser.
vices,

« Developing programs target-
cd at adolescents and adults on the
abuse of prescription drugs,

® Planning more awareness
programs targeted at adolescents
on abuse of legal drugs, speclfical-
1y alcohot.

® Producing videotapes on sub-
stance gbuse to be made avallable
to Farmington Hlls residents at
the schools, the library, the police
department and video stores.

@ Coordlnating efforts with re-
ligtous leaders by initiating and
supporting ecducational programs
through movies, lectures and print-
ed material for (helr congrega-
tions.

& Eslabiishi i asd

dents; and school
teachers and coaches.
® Developing longerange drug

presentations for local judges and
prosecutors on drug awareness and
abuse.

for parents
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Detroit Pollce Department Narcot-
ics Sectlon, said Detroit pollee are
conducting 150 drug ralds a month,
no change from a decade ago — und-
crlining the unending supply of ille-
gal drugs.

BRINGING ABOUT a change In
attitude and behavior among young

ople is a vital weapon In the war
agalnst {Hlegal drugs, according to
the actlon plan,

“Education s not just having a
book,” superintendent Lewis said.
“It's making sure you assess the chil-
dren afterward lo make sure they
are learning what you are teaching
In the classroom and in the commu-
nity."

“1 certalnly came to learn that
law cnforcement, no malter how
good, no matter how Imaglnative, [s
not the only solutlon to the drug
problem,” sald Farmington Hills at-
torney Tim Kenny, formerly a
Wayne County assistant prosecutor
for 14 ycars.

Unfortunately, there's a mush.
rooming consumer market for ille-
gal drugs. Drug dealers have proven
to be more persuasive than the rest
of the community, Kenny sald,

“We have come to rccognize that
education is onc of the best tools we
can have to provide the kind of Infor-
malion and Lhe kind of solutlons nec-
essary to reduce the number of con-
sumers," he sald.

FARMINGTON SCHOOLS are
pulllng together scattered health
programs Into a “Stay Healthy" cur-
riculum _that bullds from grade to
grade. Detalls wlll be unvelled in

fay.

"}I't'li teach healthy living ~ from
dlet to drugs. It'H focus on the body
and the environment,” Lewis sald.

‘The new health curriculum, cou-
pled with a total community com-
mitment to “Say No To Drugs,”
guarantees “we'll have a tremen-
dous impact upon the children of to-

morrow and the children of today, so
that drug abuse and substance abuse
will cease to be the plague it 1s
across this nation,” Lewis sald.
Lewls envisions the school dis-
trict's student crlsls team expanding
in scope to deal with not only teen
sulcide but also chernical dependen.

cy.

Mcanwhile, Students Against
Driving Drunk membership contin-
ues to rise. Local members not only
have incrensed drug awareness ef-
{oru but also peer resistance traln-
ng.

Wayne County assistant prosecu-
tor Martin Krohner, a_founder of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, will
measure the success of “Say No To
Drugs” partly by how well it inspires
other communitles,

“Hopefully,” the Farmington Hills
resident sald, “we can say no to
drugs not only in our community and
elsewhere In this county but else-
where in the metropolitan area.”

Tim Kenny
the law is not the only sclution .

Alcohol, |.SD said to gain among teens

AP — Tecnage drug abuse [s grad-
vally moving {rom cocalne to ajco-
hol and the hallucinegenle drug LSD,
according lo drug counselors and
therapists attending a national con-
ference on cocalne abuse.

Use of cocalne peaked in 1986
when an estimated one in 10 high
school senlors was abusing cocalne,
according to speakers at the three-
day conference In Orlande, Fla.,
whlch ended Saturday.

"Most of the kids we sce are
swinging back to alcohol and LSD,”
said Jil Gentilin, a purse at Brattle-
boro Retreat, an adoleseent alcohol
and drug center in Vermont.

Although the numbers may be
dropping, the problem of teenage co-
caine abuse is sill significant, ac-
cordlng to participants in the confer-
ence, sponsored by the Florida Alco-
hol and Drug Abuse Association and
the American Medical Associatlon
on Alcohollsm and Other Drug De-
pendencles,

Adolescents who abuse drugs tend
to be the products of broken homes,
the counselors said,

Up to 90 percent of the tecnage co-
calne abusers have at least one par~
ent who Is an alcoholic or drug
ahuser, accarding {o statistics com-
piled by several New York clinfes,
sald Ellen Morchouse.

MOREHQUSE, A clinical social
worker from New York, sald many
children she treats live on the streets
or In crack cocalne houses and have
been kicked out of thelr homes.
Their problems frequently can be
traced to simllar behavior among
thelr parents, she safd,

There is some type of family prob-
lem assoclated with every teenage
cocalne abuser, said Cardwell Nuck-
ols, a drug treatment sp from

Orlando. Problems can range from
parents who abuse drugs and alcohol
to those who are workaholics with no
time for their children.

"Famllies don't realize they may
be part of the problem. They get an-
gry i you even talk that way,” said
Pat Wenz, director of Twin Rivers
Treatment Center in Melbourne.

the circumstances. "They are not al
ways going to be good and honest,”
she sald. R

Parents must avoid putting severe
limitations on recovering childrer
even though they may feel justified;
she sald,

"You've got to give the adolescent
some Incentive for getting well,"!

But d that it is
unrealistic to expect every teenager
be problem-f

, no matter what

said. "They have to be al-
Towed to go out, to have some free-
dom and see friends.” ‘

“Twice pardoned’
Tickets still available for film on drugs

Free tickets are still available for
the movie, “Twice Pardoned,” (o be
shown tonight as part of “Say No To
Drugs” week in Farmington Hills,

Show time i3 7-8 p.m. at Mercy
Center, 28600 11 Mile, Farmington
Hllls. The showlng Is sponsored by
New Hope Presbyterian Church,
Farmington Hills.

The two-part film serles, for par-

ents and children, features Harold
, once an all-atar athlete in
South Carolina.

He knows the struggles facing
young people, Having “fun” one
night with drugs and alcohol, he
found himself In the Georgla State
Penitentiary on Death Row. Upon
his release, he committed his life to
sharing with young peeple how “lite
tle mistakes” can have “big conse-

quences,” sald New Hope paster
Ralph Rebandt. .

Refreshments will be served. Call
the church to confirm ticket avail-
abllity: 478-5001. .

“Say No To Drugs” week, spear:
headed by the Farmington Hills Po:
lice Department Citizens Crime Pre.
ventlon Advisory Committee, Is the
start of a yearlong campalgn against
drug abuse., .
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