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Mark Votapek is a
‘high’ point man at

Scandinavi

By Mary Jane Doerr
spocial wrlter

an finale

briefly speaking

® SYMPHONY AUDITIONS
The new Livenia Symphony Or-
chestra, formerly the Oakway Sym-
phony orchestra, announces audi-
tlons for the 1988-89 scason. All
areas of instrumentation are open.
The new orchestra will provide an

review

ARK VOTAPEK likes bas-
kelball nnd he looks like

| player.
But Mark, son of the

noted pianist Ralph Votapek, is a
graceful, technically intrlguing cel-
list who towers over his instrument
as if it were a violin. Last Saturday .
cvening at Southficld High School, he
pcr!ormcd a dellcate Boccherlnl

“Concerto for Cello and Orchdstra in
B-flat" with the Scandinavian Sym-
phony, under conducter Douglas
Morrison's directlon.

The performance was filled with
lots of cadenzas, Votapek has a very
clear, sweet sound, which he scems
to produce quite effortlessly. Much
of the concerto’s so0}o part lay In the
upper ranges of the cello. No matter
how high the notes, though, Votapek
maintained that same singularity of
tone quality and gentle reslllence.

BOCCHERINI WAS a contempo-
rary of Haydn and ls noted for the
elegance of hls chamber music. Mor-
rison reduced the size of hls orches.
tra to a predominantly string orches-
tra for the accompaniment, an ac-
companiment that consisted of an
cqual balance between orchestra and
soloist.

Votapek, a 19-year-old {reshman
at Indlana University, studies with
the noted cellist Janos Starker, Last
year he was second in the Maccabees
Mutual Quest for Excellence in De-
troit. In 1985, he was the winner of
the concerto competltion at Interlo-
chen.

The major work of the evening

No matter how high the
notes, though, Votapek
maintained that same
singularity of tone
quality and gentle
resilience,

was Schubert's great C Major sym-
phony. Morrison's approach was ex-
actiog and detiberate yet maintalned
the continulty of the complex work.
The brass and the woodwinds were
especinlly strong throughout the
plece, Most impressive was the shad-
ing of the erchestra in the opening
and at the end of the second move-
ment and the dynamles at the end of
the fourth movement.

THE PLEASANT PROGRAM
opened with the Verdl's Overture to
La Forza del Destine. The opener’s
famous “fate” theme is almost as
well known as that of Beethoven's
Fifth Symphony., Morrison had a
tendency to cut notes short in a
blunt, dess romantic conducting
style. As the performance contioued,
the clear, clean response of the or.
chestra made the emotional climatic
buildup at the endlng more in keep-
ing with the lush Verdian impact.

The concert marked the close of
the Scandisavian Symphony’s §8th
season.

Pops concert ends
Metropolltan season

Youth

wlll wind up its slxth season with 3
spring pops concert at 7:30 p.m, Sat.
urday in Roya) Qak Dondero High
Schoo) auditorium.

Fratured will be the string orchiese
tra led by Judith Culler playlng the
theme from “New York, New York"
and Quagenti's Fiesta Mexlcana.

The concert orchestra, conducted
by Dougls Blanchl, witl offer Bern-
steln’s “West Slde Story” and Offen-
bach's Ballet Parisien. Alan Mac-

Nair, of the or
chestra’s senlor gmup. will perform
Mozart's Overture from “The Magic
Flute,” Copland’s “Rodeo” and a
“Star Wars” medley by Williams,

Comprised of 220 students fram 33
Detroit area communities, the sym-
phony will mark National Music
Weck with a noon performance Sat-
urday, May 7, In Tel-Twelve Mall,
np?nsorcd by the Birmingham Musi-
cale.

Tickets for Saturday’s event may
be purchased at the door for $3.50.

5 for sem-
iprofessional, college and upper high
school musicians to perform in a
communlty orchestra, Private study
ls a requirement of high school stu-

ents.

Andlllons will be 5.7 pm, in the
musle wing of Madonna College,
36600 Schooleraft Road, on April 29,
30, May 1, 6, 7 and 8. For audltion
appointments, call the Livonia Com.
munity Resource Department, Infor-
matton Center, 421-2000, Ext. 351,
Monday through Friday, 8:30 am. §
p-m.

® OAKWAY CABARET

Oakway Symphony winds thing up

t 8 p.m. Saturday with its annual

cnbaret concert in Madonna College.
Program emcee will be baritone Bob
Taylor, Guest conductors will be Ma-
donna president Sister Francilene
and Emest Jones. Also planned are
an appearance by Julie Fitzpatrick,
“Miss Livonia” singing selcctions
from “The King and 1,” and an audi-
ence singalong.

For more Information/reserva-
tlons, call 355-9280 or 353-9128,

® PHOTOGRAPHERS MEET
More than 2,000 from across the
midwest will meet this weekend at
the Dearborn Civic Center for the
i,psr’l‘ng photo trade show, Photorama

New and used photo equipment
will be avallable to buy, sell or
trade. Allan Lowry will conduct a
workshop on model photography
that will include models in studio
setting with spectal lighting and
backdrops, The publlc may partict.
pate by bringing thelr cameras.

'he show is open to the public
{from 10 a.m, to § p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m, to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission
Is $4. The civie center is at 15801
Michlgan Ave,

@ SPRING PERENNIAL SALE
The Friends of the University of
Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gar-
dens will hold its annual spring
perennlal sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat
urday, April 30 and Sunday, May 1.
‘The apring sale offers a selcction
of perennials, wildflowers, herbs,
rock garden plants, ferns and hang.
ing baskets. The sale offers a wide
range of difficult-to-obtain plants
thar are highly desirable and have
proven growth records In this eli-
mate, In addltlon, there will be infor-
matlen stations set up for Intcrested
gardeners with questions, Experl-

enced gardeners will be on hand to
answer questlons, The gardens arc at
1800 Dixboro Road, and can
reached by taking I.94 west to US.
23 North and exlt on Plymouth
Road. Turnlng right, take Plymouth
Road east one mile to Dixbore, turn
right.

® QUILT SHOW

Trinity Plecemakers and Trinity
Unlted Methodist Church of Allen
Park will hold a quilt and craft show
at the church, 9077 Allen Road, Allen
Park, Friday, May 13, and Saturday,
May 1‘ Show hours are 1-8 p.m. Fri-
day and 10 a.m, to 4 p.m. Saturday.
Donatlen is $1. Quilt appralsals wul
be offered on Friday by Blrmingham
quilter Merry Silber. There will be
no charge for verbal appraisal, but a
$5 charge for a written appraisal.

® COUNTRY CRAFTS
Country Crafts and Fine Arts
show wlil be held this weekend in
Edgar Sports Arens, Lyndon and
Farmington roads, Livonia. Friday
hours are 3-8 p.m.; Saturdny-sundny
hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

® SMOCKERS' TEA
Handsmocked articles and French
hand sewing-by-machine will be fea-
tured at the annual tea sponsored by
the Village Smockers from 10 a.m,

o § p.m. Thursday, May 5, in First
nILL‘d Methodist Church, 22124 Gar-
rison, Dearborn.

Refreshments and baby ;nu,.,
will be avallable, The group is g
member of the national smocking'
gulld, Smocking Arts Guild of Amer.:
Ica. Membership Is open to any |
terested person.

& DEARBORN YOUTH '
SYMPHONY .
A tribute to teachers will be ]
focal point of the final concert of the!
scason of the Dearborn Youth Sym-:
phony, The concert will be beld at
pm. Sunday In Stout Junlor High'
School, Dearborn, For more infor.,
mntlnn,cnll 9432354 or 278-1390.

® HULL-SKERRITT EXHIBIT

Opening of the Back Door Studlo;
13922 Michigan Ave., between
Schaefer and Greenfield road, will
be marked with exhibits by arca art.,
ists Beth Hull and Lee Skerritt. ‘

Both Hull of Southficld and Sker-
ritt of Livonla are former Visua) Art
Assoclatlon of Livenla lastructors.
Skerritt will exhibit recent drawings’
and palntings. Hull, formerly of
Livonla, will show canvas construc-
tions and paintings. The show will
continue through April 30. The gal-
lery will be open from 10 a.m. to §,
p.m., Tuesday through Thurday, ;
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