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Assault on smoking gains wide support

By Casay Hans
siatt writer

“ A new leglslatlve assault on smok-
Ing in Mlchlgan ls being readled by a
state Senale committee,

It Is supported by a Southeast
Michigan citizens anti- -smoklng
x'raup with a Farmlngton connec-
tion.

The Senate Health Polley Commit-
tee opened hearings on a six-blll
anti-smoking package April 12, Fur-
ther testimony will be heard next
week because of the many people
who showed up to testlly. State Sen.
Jack Faxon, a Democrat whose dis-
trict Includes the Farmington and
Southfleld arcas, sald he expected
the bills to be turned out of commit.
tee next week and taken before the
{ull Senate wlith only minor modifi-
cations,

" He Is the chief sponsor of one of
the bills, but supports them all.

“I'm behind all the bills,” Faxon
said, "Every one Is designed lo . . .
advance our concerns on publie
heaith,”

Faxon has long been a proponent
of anti-smoking leglslation,

| THE PROPOSED bills would:

' ® SB 637 — Prohiblt the free dis.
tribution of tobacco products in pub-
lle places, such as people handing
out samples of cigareltes.

® SB 698 — Create smoke-free
schools and child-care centlers by
prohibinng smoking, even by facully
and staff.

e SB 739 — Prohibit advertising
énd promotion of smokeless tobacco
products — including chewlng tobac-
co or snuff — on billboards and
other slgns, except at stores where it

sold.

® SB 740 — Strengthen exlsting
laws regulating the sale and furnish.
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ing of tobacco products to minors.

® SB 741 — Offer cleanup
amendments to the Michigan Clean
Indoor Alr Act.

® SB 742 — To create smokefree
health facilitles, such as clinlcal lab-
oratorles and county medleal care
facilities.

FARMINGTON MILLS resldent
Barbara Temporelll, her brother,
Don Christy of Novi, and Temporel-
1I's children, Carolyn, 11, and Chris,
13, al! spoke before the standing Sen-
ate committec last week lo declare
their support of the six-blll package.
They are members of People
Against Tobaceo Smoke, a group fn-
strumental in flghting for recent
anti-smoking legislation.

Chrls, a student at Southficld
Christian School and an asthmatic,
spoke specifically about smoking In
schools by reading a poem to sena-
tors, “Our principal feels it's (ciga-
rettes) a gateway drug, he ex-
plained. “If they stop it, there won't
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“Certalnly you have more
worthwhile and productive leglsta-
tlen to pursue,” sald Richard Stud-
ley, chamber vice prestdent for gov-
ernment relations.

“People are speaking up — they
do have an opinlon.”

CHRISTY, A pllet, compared
death by smoking to the crash of
Norttiwest Flight 255, In which 157
people were killed last August.

“I live with it every day,” he sald.
“But 1,000 people a'day die from clg-
arettes in this country, That's equlv.
alent to lwo jumbo jets colliding eve-
ryday.”

Yet, others spoke out agalnst the
six-bill package, One Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce representa-
tive criticlzed all the bills as “seri-
ously flawed.”

Mona Young of the Michigan Edu-
catfon sald her unlon

crack (cocaine).”

His sister, Carolyn, a student at
Longacre Elementary in Farming-
ton, added, “I don't like to be around
smoke at school.” When there was
smoking in her house, “I used to go
up to my room and try and escape
the smoke,” she added.

“Tobacco {3 unique in that even
when it is used as Intended, it is in-
herently unsafe,” sald Ra) Wiener,
acting state public health director,
during last week's hearings. She said
Michigan sees more than 11,900 pre-
ventable deaths a year due to tobac-
0.,

Barbara Temporelli addressed the

general Issue of smoking: “It's not
the fssuc of taking rights away from
anyone,” she sald. “It's returning the
rights to us, What we have to do Is
Timit the (smoking) area.
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was opposed (o the bill affecting
schoals, She said the issue should be
declded locally.

And David Remes of the Tobacco
Institute objected to the blil banning
free distribution of clgarettes, say-
ing that's “an important form of pro-
motion."”

MARTIN REDISH of the Unlver
slty of Michigan Law School
such a prohibltion would be lmcons!i-
tutiona! because Congress has re-
served the power to regulate ciga-
rette promation, Faxon sald Redish’s
constitutional concerns would be ad-
dressed In the bll] before it is sent to
the full Senate.

Michigan already has several laws
vestricting smoking, including a stat-
ute that took e!'lgct more than a year

B ctory—Direct
| Pleated Shades
o

A ISR INTERIUR LATEX 1 LAT" Reg. 314 o Sale $7.88 gal.
I FISHER ENTERIOR LATEX SEMLGECRS® Ren anal: $9.88 ml
. C.OURDEST LNTLRIR)
e p1z9vSale $12.

4 Orw Cos?

Sprlné Supcn:\vr =

oupon

Fisher's Own

78"xB4"
Al availtable 10272 14” 366.88

One Week Onlyl

0 Piotene. 111008 3
I3 ko K241

Uvoma
Pryouh
[l LY e,

aostour
9 G, M

" wmn [
MM )
TR voms n. st

LN TLATURLPAINT Reg 37199

11.88
£ & ONLY*® Reg 20w Sale $15.88 gal.

*Colon 52 D0 oty
**Cutiom Colors $1000stra

™t

Owiand P 308 T3
wamag

1o P Comeer, 130100
WATIWORO TWP.*

A7 (abem L RS 49108

and adults alike from the deadly ef-

ago that prohibis lighting u; ln Il
Stlle. b & Seational an fects of tobaceo addiction.”

Vikas Kapll of the American Lung
of al!
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six bills last week, calling them “a
major stcp toward reduclng teen to-
bacco use and protecting children

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.
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