By Tim Richard
staft writer

Nelghborhood folk wisdom says
that If you put up “stop™ signs, you'll
slow down traffic,

Not 50, says the Traffle Improve-
ment Assoclnllon (TIA) of Oakland
County. It will correct that and other
myths about safety in a series of vl-
deotapes it is sponsoring. Prime au-
dience: city and village councils
which often wrongly yield to pres-
sure from nelghborhood groups and
install stop signs, traffle lights and
unrealistic speed limits.

“The chlels of police and city
managers are ecstatic,” sald Bruce
Madsen, TIA managing dlrector,
*They are convinced this will help,”

With 2 $42,000 grant from the
Michigan State Pollce’s Office of
Highway Safety Planning, TIA has
hired Victor Forbes advertising
agency to produce the 3-5-minute vi.

tion,” he added, "It could be on-
golng“ Hence the collection of vi-
deotapes.

HERE ARE the other myths and a
general oulline of traffic engineers'
answers to be covered in the other
videotapes:

® “Won't a ‘'Children at Play’ sign
belp protect our kids?"”

Studles in citles where such signs
were widely posted In residentlal
areas show no evldence they reduce
pedestrlan accidents or speeds. The
signs actually do a disservice be-
cause they encourage kids to play in
the street.

They are justified around schools,
playgrounds, parks and recreational
places,

® “A signal will cut accldents at
our Intersection — right?”

Nat always. In many cases, accl-
dents increase — especlally rear-end

deotapes to educate local declsion
makers. The tapes also will be avall-
able to the publle via cable TV,

“STOP SIGNS Installed in the
wrang places for the wrong purposes
usuaily create more problems than
they solve, according to TIA's
seript,

Whem they're used as nulsances
or s breakers, drivers often in-
tentionally run through them, studies
In Oakland and elsewhere show.
M?ds;; noted a Tnﬁ( test Psel:‘ownd
only reent actually stopped,

And spcpeeds bctwewylnlegsecllans
actually are higher than if the signs
hadn't been installed, “They give
children a false sense of security,”
he salid.

The {lrst videotape, featuring
Troy City Manager Frank Ger-
stenecker, will be avallable In a cou-
ple of weeks, “We expect to have all
elght done by August or September,”
Madsen said.

collisions, Pe are lulled into
a {alse sense of security. There are
nationally accepted standards for jn-
sulllng traffic signals.

“"Why not a lower lpccd limit to
mluce bazards n our area?"”

An unrezlistically low speed limit
actually can fead to more accidents.
Driver speed s Influenced mere by
roadway appearances and prevailing
traffic than by slgns with numbers,
Some drivers ignore an unreason.
able speed limit, disrupting the uni-
form traffic flow and reducing the
number of “breaks” in traffie. It be-
comes more difficult for pedestrians
tocross,

Speed limlts should be based on
what's safe and prudent under nor-
mal conditions. State law says driv-
ers must be able to "stop within the
assured clear distance ahead.”

® “Why can't we use ‘speed
bumps'?"

The speed bump Is an Increased
hazard to the unwary, a challenge to
the dnredcvl!. a disruption of the

like 39
Oakland have responsibility for lhuir
roads, he sald, and reaching them all
with seminars s time-consuming
and expensive. “Because of attri-

vehleles,
the cause ol nnlm and a real pmb-
lem in snow removal,

Local governments face liabillty
sults {or injurfes due to speed bumps,

JOB HUNTING?

Michigan offlcially has rejected
them as a standard traffice control
devlce on public streets,

NOW 20 YEARS old, ‘TiAlsa pri-
vate, non-, prom group supported by
auto manufacturers, county govern-
ment, the Oakland County Road
Commisslon, law enforcement peo-
plr.- and universitles. It's headquar-

tered in a Michigan National Bank
hullding in Bloomileld Township,

TIA takes a share of credit for re-
ducing traffic fatalities by more
than half, based on traffic volumes,
in two decades.

“We have, for 15 ycars now, held
‘early blrd’ sessions In which we
bring together 75 to 100 publie offi.
cials — chiefs of police, traffle man-
agers, city managers,” Madsen sald,

“The format works well. We have
a series of very short presentatlons
on traffie-related activities —
what's new out of Washington, new
grants, someonc from Lansing.

“Then every 1% to two years, we
ask the early birds to give us a list of
two or three things they need to im-
prove traffic in their communlties,
We generated a 75-ltem wish list,
then a master plan of things that
need doing. The lu:t llme we did this
was December of

One item on lhe wlz)l list was dto
reduce the 210-day “turnaround”
riod from the time traflle statistics
are sent to Lansing and they are re-
ported by the state. A second was
senior citizen driver retralning, a
program currently golng on.
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‘Stop’ signs can cause higher vspeed — TIA

“Stop” signs tell drivers who has the right of problems than they solve, according to the
way at busy Intersections like this. As “speed Traffic Improvement Association of Oakland
breakers" in the wrong place, they cause more County.

LEATHER

Can't saam to got an interview?
Changing Careers? Re-enterlng the
workforce? Feel you are tog oid,
nexperinced, not sure of what Job
{‘ ou want or should be looking for?

satistied wlth current
employmem?

Phone ANYTIME for a no obligation informational session.

LOU ELLMAN ASSOCIATES |
A\ _(313) 851-2560 {not an omploymont agency)

Caswell Modernization

A Complete Llne ol WIndow Replacements
Featuring the Popular Pella Window Line
10'/. Oft Installed Ptlca 6 & 8 Ft. Doorwalls
Also Honor 1100 O!f Builder's Show Pelta Coupon
Caswell Modermzatnon Co., Inc.

Over 30 years exparlence
Showroom: 9450 Ellzabeth Lake Rd., Union Lake

698-2081 Licgnsed & Insurad

Mon..Fri. 8:30-5; Sal. 10-4
——

(ZAZ - A Spring

(75> “FINE ARTS & CRAFT SHOW
Saturday, April 23rd, 10am-Spm
at 0.C.C. Highland Lakes Campus, Union Lake
Student Activities Building
{1 Mile E. of Downtown Union Lake on Cooley Lk, Rd.)
ADMISSION -_ ’1.00 Lunchavaitable altday
Featuring over 40 of Michigans Quality Artisans
Yes/f

-Come Support One ol Michigan's most imporiant
Resources -the Anist & Craltsmen}
+FOR MORE INFO: CALL MARGARET WOZNIAK-735-512

Sponsased by the Michigan Artist Association
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ITS LOWEST.

SAVE 40% TO 60% ON ALL LEATHER FURNITURE!

NATUZZI — Special White Sofa with
best-seller styling. WAS: 12,429 NOW:

1,266

EMERSON — 6 seat curved beige
sectional with gathered back. WAS:
53,699 NOW 12,196

GORMAN'S OWN - 6 seat curved
cream sectional with sheared back.
WAS: 54,262 NOW: 12,132

EMERSON — Hunter green nail heod
trim, double pillow sofa with matching
chair and ottoman. Sofa WAS: 3,775
NOW #1,888. Chair and otioman.
WAS: 52,712 NOW: 41,357

EMERSON — Comempcmry black
owerstuffed sofa ond

Sofa WAS: 53,600 NOW: '1,795
Loveseat WAS: $3,538 NOW: 41,769

We're loaded with leather.
Leather sofas, sectionals, love-
seats and chairs. Domestic
leather and European leather.
Leather from famous manu-
facturers, like Emerson,
Natuzzi and Drexe! Heritage.
Leaiher furniture made exclu-
sively for Gorman's. And you
can save 40% to 60% on all
this leather right now!™
you better hurry. Leather af

these prices this low doesn’t

last long.

*Most items are one-of-a-kinds,

But

GORMAN'S OWN — Leather sleeper
sofo, with Chardes of london amm and
loose-fitted back. Dark blue WAS:
2,359 NOW: $995, Beige double
pillow bock. WAS: 32,000 NOW: 895

EMERSON — black contemporary
sheared bock sofa with matching chair
ond oftoman. Sofa WAS: 13,350
NOW: $1,675. Chair and ottoman.
WAS: 82,676 NOW: #1,338

GORMAN'S OWN — Slate grey
sofo with matching chair ond otto-
mon. Sofa WAS: 12,500 NOW:
1,495, Choir and ottoman, WAS:
1,920 NOW: 4995

WASSILY CHAIR — chrome and leather
strap chair in brown or beige. WAS:
s360 NOW: 4177

SAVE 40% TO 70% ON EVERYTHING!

» Manufacturer
Clossouts

« Truckload Buys

o Customer
Cancellotions

« Floor Samples

* One-of-o-kinds

« Slightly Injured
Merchandise

* Famous Numas

22155 Telegraph Roud
%ouﬁiﬂeld h}l 408034

1988 GORMAN'S

Nomenal charge fos delvery

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

FURNITURE
CLEARANCE

CENTER

o Sectionals

o Dinettes

« Sofas

o Bedding

o Leather

* Wall Units

o Sleep Sofas

* Bedrooms

o Choits
 Occasional Tables

Thues. & Fri., Nooa - 9 p.m.
Sot. l.Sun Noon - 530 .m.




