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Frank Allison
and the Odd
Sox offer
rough, punchy
and certalnly
tistenable mu-
sic.

Allison taps experiences for songs

By Larry O'Connor
statf writor

Frank Allison was alarmed.

Not because his group, Frank Alll-
son and the Odd Sox, had just givena
lackluster performance In front of
an unln:plrcd audlence. No, quite the
contrary,

The group burned through a 45-
minute set, providing a solld round
of songs at a recent opening for
Adrlan Belew and the Bears at the
Neclatine Ballroom in Ann Arbor.

Hearty applause greeted the four-
man outfit as they left, 8 remarkable
feat for any opening band.

The sirens that walil in Allison's
mind are from a night job he once
had while attending Eastern Michi-

Ban.

“I'd sit In this room and all these
alarms would go off and I'd have to
call the police,” said Allison, 27, the
lead singer of the group. “It was a
real drag. It was hard to sleep.”

So did Allison merely chalk it up
as a lousy work expericnce? Like all
good songwriters, he wrote a song
about it, *You Think It's Secure” l:
the result.

. AS A songwriter, Alllson Is seldom
caught napplng. A self-professed

IN CONCERT

people watcher, Allison is always on

the lookout for subjects that might

make for quirky, catchy numbers.
The results are usually interest-

ng.

Take, for instance, this little ditty,
penned by Allison — “The Rodent of
Love.”

“My head is light and the orange
sky's bright above/One of them’s 2
rat a matter of fact/He thinks that
he's the rodent of love.”

And there's plenty more where
that came from. While many bands
have (helr own unique bag of songs,
few could match the depth that
Frank Allison and the Odd Sox have,

The 0dd Sox sound is a mix of raw
guitar with crystalline vocals, It's
rough, punchy and certainly listen-

able.
Accordlug to Alllson, there's noth-
Ingtoit.

“What I consider a song is chord
structure, melody and lyrics,” sald
Allison, his long halr tucked under a
bascball cap. “I'l just stand there
and play it for them (the rest of the
band), Then we mull over whether it
should be heavy or light.

“Usually, these Just start
playing right with me. Then we send
Dan (Beckett, the lead guitarist)

home to figure out his part.”

Beckett’s part usually gives the
numbers thelr edge. His skillful gul-
tar work borders on the sonic at
times.

NOT BAD bad for a guy who
dida’t start plnylng serlously untll he
Jjolned the Odd So:

Frank Allison nnd the Odd Sox are
relauvely pew mates, Allison started
the band lhree years ago with a
group of high school-age fellows.

Things didn't work out. The resur.
rected Sox (nclude Beckett, John
Boyle, bass, and John Seldln, drums,

+ all possessing a wealth of ‘musical
experlence,

Boyle, 27, for example, was known -

as John Dull in England, He was a
member of the short-lived punk cra,
arriving right at the time of the Sex
Pistols and the Stranglers,

“The lead singer was double-joint-
«©d,” sald Boyle, who Is from Taronto.
“He would go on stage and tie him-
self up in knots. People in the audl-
ence would co'nc up and plck him up
and throw

““The band only lasted four gigs.”

Frank Allison and the Odd Sox ap-
pear to have more durability. The
band has an album in the works on
Relapse Records In Plymouth, which

L

they ptan to have out by the fall,

Currently, the band’s 45 “Rodent
of Love"/"Some Odg Glrl" s avail.
able at local record stores. The sin-
gle was recorded at Dave Feeny's
Tempermill Studios in Livonia.

Immediate plans for the band In.
clude opening for Joan Jett in Vir-
ginia as well as some local dates In
Detrolt and Ann Arbor. In the past,
the band has opened for Alex Chilton
and Skid Rocper and Mojo Nixon to
name a few.

“YOU DON'T make any money,
but you get a really good crowd,”
said Allison on being an opening act.
“Anytime you get a good response,
IU's not only good in the long run, it's
better for you that night.”

Crowds, like the one at the Necta-
rine, can’t help but notlee the drive
of the band, Allison, complete with
an ax murder 100k, spares no effort.

His gultar suffers the most abuse,
which often includes a litany of bro-
ken strings. He broke rine during
one high-cnergized show.

“We get a good deal {on guitar
strings),” Allison sald, “We get them
for $4 a pack. I'm usually down to
the store once 8 week to buy them.”

@ JOE SATRIANI

Joe Satriani will pedorm Frlday,
May 6, at Harpos, 14238 Harper, De-
u'nlL Cost is $10 (812 at the door).
For more information, catl 823-8400,

® AC/DC

AC/DC will perform, with special
guests L.A. Guns, at 7:30 p.m, Satur-
day, May 14, at Joe Louls Arena In
Detroit. Tlckeu are $17.50, For
more informatlon, call 567-6000.
© ROBERT NOLL AND THE
BLUES MISSION

Robert Noll and the Blues Mission

REVIEWS

will perform tonight and Tuesday at
the Plymouth Rock, 8825 ‘General
Dr., Plymouth. For more Informa-
tion, call 455-9800.

@ ROBIN TROWER

Robin Trower and Droggs will
perform Manday, April 25, at Har-
pos, 14238 Harper, Detrolt, Tickets
are $12.50 in advance and $14.50 at
the door. For more Information, call
823-6400.

® GREG STRYKER BAND
The Greg Stryker Band will per-

form Wedaesday through Saturday,
April 27-30, at .Inggcrs 3481 Eliza.
beth Road, 'Waterford, For more In-
formnuon, call 681-1700.

@ OF ALL THINGS

Of All Things, along with The Lay-
abouts, will perform Friday, April
29, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrolt. For
more informatlon, call 832-2355.

® SAVOY BROWN

Savoy Brown will perform Friday,
April 29, at Harpos, 14238 Harper,
Detroit. Cost is $5. For more infor-
matlon, call 823.6400,

©® MEGADETH

Megadeth will perform with spe-
clal guests Warlock and Sanctuary
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 29, at the
Royal Oak Musle Theatre. Tickets
are $17.50. For more informatlon,
call 546-7610.

© ANTON JAMES )

Anton James will appear with Vex
Saturday, April 30, at Third Avenue,
Third Street, half block east of Main
Street, Royal Oak. For more infor-
mation, call 547-4473.

MUSIC NOTES

Is there no honor amongs thicves?
Apparently not.

Jugglers and Thieves recently had
$3,000 worth of equipment stolen.
Someane apparently broke into lead
gultarlst Paul Corte's car in Detrolt
and made off with a host of gear, in-
cluding a Glbson electric gultar, a
Fender, electric guitar and two
acoustic guitars. Also stolen was a
50-watt amp and a black carring
box.

The band has been able to borrow
some equipment for the time belng,
In fact, Jugglers and Thleves will
perform along with Sensitive Big
Guys and Of All Things Saturday,
Aprll 30, at Paycheck’s Lounge in
Hamtramck.

A reward is belng offered for any
information Jeading to the recovery
of the equipment. Anyone with any
Info should call 421-3166.

Tanjent Image, a regular on the
new music scene In Detroit, is gear-
ing up for its record rclease party
Sunday, May 1, at St. Andrew's Hall
in Detroit, “Suranland" Is a four-
song EP on Nebula Recards, featur-
ing tunes “One Natlon,” “Anytime
(Dream Time)," “Suranland” and
“Faith." Also on the bill for the eve-
ning's festivitles will be Hippo-
drome.

“A couple of the songs we're rock
and roll (“Suranland" or “Falth™)
and the other two were dance
mixes,” sald Reed Ricbard, lead
singer for the band,

The disc was recorded at White
Room Studios in Grosse Polnte.
Plans include putting out 45s on all
Jukeboxes throughout the area.

“Unless you have something on vi-
nyl, you're not really maklog it,"
Richard sald. “We would Iike to play
the callege cireult.”

Tanjent Image is certainly no
stranger to St. Andrew's Hall, The
group has opened for headline acts
as well as selting an attendance
record for one of the Sunday concert

serics shows at the venerable con.

cert hall.

The group, which {eamm James
Anders (bass gultar, vocals), Andrew
Howell (drums), Gary Watts (key-
hoards, guitar and vocals) and Joel
Wilson (lead gultar) along with Rich.
ard, will also be featured on the “"De-
}'mlt Muslc Scene™ album, due out In

une.

COLLEGE

‘The three-member band Hippo--
drome Is no longer — that's only be-2
cause they have added a fo
member.

Kelth Kingensmith is the new.
acoustic guitarist with the Livonfa-
based band. He jolns Chris Ricbards,
Kyle Richards and Doyle Dean.

“We're not changlng our sound at
all,” sald Chris Richards, lead singer.
and guitarist of Hippodrome. “"We're
Just filling it up.” .

The Orange Rooghles and J.D.
Lamb recently were monthly “Local
Riffs" winners. Along with a year's
supply of Rice-A-Ronl (just kidding),
both will be featured on the WRIF-
FM "“Local Riffs" compilation dis¢,
scheduled at the end of the year, Al
ready on the disc will be See Dick
Rop and Civilian,

Dave Feeny, lead guitarist of
Orange Roughies, said there's still
some interest in the band from
record labels. However, if nothing
comes about, they'll put together
thelr own album this summer.

The Roughles recently put in a
rousing performance at Paycheck's
Lounge in Hamtrack. Along with a
solid set of orlginal material, the
band tossed in a few obscure covers
like Argent's “Hold Your Head Up."

What's new with your group?
Drop us a line at Street Beats, Ob-
server & Eccentric, 36251 School.
craft, Livonia 48150.

JAZZ

Here are the top 10 albums recelv-
ing alrplay on WJZZ, a jazz station’
in Detrait.

1, “Acoustle Alchemy,” Nataral Ele-
ments,
"Loud Jazz," John Scofield.
3‘ “That Speclat Part of Me,” Onaje
Alan Gombs.
4. “Behind the Sun,” Clyde Criner,
5. “Brasil,” Manhattan Transfer.
6. “Love Will Conquer All” George
Howard.
7. "Yutaka," Yotaka.
8. “Short Stortes,” Bob Berg.
9. % ... Nothing Like the Sun,”

Sting,
10. “The Immigrants,” The Zawinul
Syndlcate,

COUNTRY

Here are Lhe top 10 songs receiv-
Ing airplay on WAYN-AM, a campus
radlo station at Wayne State Univer-
sity In Detroit.

“One More Try.” George Michael.
vil Inside,” INXS.
3. “Birth, School, Work, Death,”" The
Godfathers,
1. “20 Killerhurts,"
Ju-:
"G|ve Your Hands,” The Sky.

6. “Sltting on the Dock of the Bay,"
Mickael Bolton.
7, “Techno-Dance,” New Order.
8. “Play That Funky Musie,” Rox-

anae.

9. “Behind the Wheel” Depeche
M

Bloe

Gene Loves

ode.
10. “Sce Want Must Have
Mercedes.

Here are the top 10 songs receiv-
ing alrplay on WWWW.FM, a coun.
try and western radio station in De-
troit.

1. "Americana,” Moe Brandy.

2. "1 Didn't (Every Chance 1 Had),"
Johnay Rodrequiz.

3.“I Wanna Dance With You," Eddie
Rabbitt.

4. “Life Turned Her That Way,”
Ricky Van Shelton.

5.“T'll Always Come Back,” K.T. Os-

Ho.

6. “Famous Last Words of a Fool,”
George Stralt.

7. “Should Be Easicr Than This,”
cmrl ey Pride.

8. “Love Will Flnd Its Way to You,"
Reba Melntire.

9, “Santa Fe,” The Bellamy Broth-

ers.
10. “Cry, Cry, Cry." Highway 101,

THIS SONG'S
FOR YOU

— Neil Young
and the Bluenotes

* Eclectic Nell gets blue this time
around, That's blue like chythm and
blues,

"We gotta kec| rockin'/To
keep your soul !r‘;m”&e blue,” he _
sings on one song In that strangely
plen:m‘l'ﬂe volce, Mostly, the band

The 10-plece Bluenotes Jnt ont
.what seems to be a wall

There are six horn players — {enor,
alw and bn-itone sax, trombone and

wo trumpe
! u'l a ur cry from u:oue lolkle
early albums or the more
country offerings. 'Harvm" lt lln‘l.
Nell's guitar playing
vuﬂnyﬂ.ﬂegou(orldun,
bluesy sound and gets it. -

ioko.
‘Ain't singin' for Mlller/Don't sing
- lur Bud/I won't sing for ponlldasul

Ain’tliug(n‘lors uds. . "

dasu ‘ls a radical no‘ﬂonkl‘n these
ys of expense account roc)

One of the nrongut of “This
Song's" songs Is a screecher called
*“Lifa In the City." Shldu of electric
“Rust Never Sleeps,” the song talks
of people sleeping on sidewalks In
the rain, lUving under frecways (“1t's
the American Way").

, There’s another funny one about
templation to a married man and
talk o( infidelity. He's one of the bet-
t ter composer’s of rock Iyric, buton a
number or two bere, It doesn't show.

It’s nice to hear Young .sing in

-dront of a biue alto zaxophone, He

bas never been afrald "to move

the musical spectrum. Ho
_firat bt it big with Bnllnlo Spﬂ.lll

ficld in the mid-1960s and has
,malned current — If um maucn -
 seemingly without trylng.

. —8Brian Lvmahz

TURN BACK
THE CLOCK

— Johnny
Hates Jazz

How do they keep coming up with
these guys? Is there some kind of
Euro-pop finishing school we Ameri-
cans don’t know about?

What we have on the cover is a

group of young, well-groomed,
allnhUy bored-looking Brits, And in-
side — slick, danceable pop. Well,
surprise, surp:

Thls doem't mean to imply that
Johnny Hates Jazz won’t be big,

“Shattered Dreams,” the first ain-
gle, i3 already getting heavy alrplay
and inching lts way up Case
Kasem's preclm pop chart. Hit sta-
1us scems all but axsured,

Here's unolher prediction — the
title track, a d tale of roman-
u:lns),wﬂl boblznmonpapndin

this

nmn no Johnny here; no ju:.
either, Nonetheless, JHI seems
bave Its moves down and bases ech

ercd.
Why, there's even “I Don't Want to

Ayt NS

Be a Hero” an antl-war track
wedged in among the cool, stylish
dlsco to let listeners know these guys
care about more than thelr balr

styles,

But despite its inevitable hit sta.
{us, perhaps because of it, there's
somelhéung a tad too famillar about

el
It’s all competent, all listenable,
but there's little, at this point, to dls-
tinguish JHJ from the boatload of

y ‘similar Britlsh acts that have

washed up on our shores since the
Duran Duran beachhead a few years

g0,

‘Even antl-war sentiments are pro
forma among young British musi.
clan: Ihue days, Thelr sentiments

n? yet they come across

&s auperﬂd In fact, Johnny Hates

Jazz may need a new name — John-
oy Needz Soul.

— Wayne Peal

SURANLAND

— Tanjent Image

“Suranland” s not only the flrst
plece of vinyl from Tanjent Image,
it's more like 2 declaration.

The Detrolt-based group uses ev-

ing in its musical arsenal to
make thls first effort work. “Suran-
land,"" a four-song EP on Nebula
Records, will make people listen.

There's a blend of synthesized
rock numbers and dance mixes here,
“Suranland” and ‘Falth" take the
rock route while “One Natlon™ and
“Anytime (Dream Time)” take mm-e
of a dance course.

In all four numbt'.rl, the syntheslz-
er and guitar lines ave woven togeth-
er to produce a nice dreamscape
sound, There are some touches of
tamborine and xylophooe here and
there a3 well, Docs anyone remem-
ber Flock of Seagulls?

The patural reaction for scme
would-be to write Tanjent image's

music off as a bunch of techno-synth
pop pablum, That‘s not the case

The guitar adds enough of & beart-
felt edge to give the numbers an hoh-
cst feel. There's also the hard driv-
ing rh; provided by the drumm-
ing of Andrew Howell that gives this
stufl some life.

1f there 1s a problem bere, It's thizt
some of the numbers lack direction.
OK, some are dance mixes which are
not supposed to have direction any-
vuy. Granted.

But a finely orchestrated number
like “Suranland” could do better
wilhout the sndden change In rhythm
in the middle, And it would be nbeto
bave some type warning in “Falth”
that the number is golng toend.  ™:

‘This EP could use some tigh!
up In spots. But It's a good first

{fort nonetheless.
— Larry 0" Oonnlrr
hl



