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Getting up close enough to aee the daily parade through DisneyWorld's Magic Kingdom can bl.‘ a neat trick for hnnd1cnppura.

Ly Dzn Acosta
spoclal wrlter

. Perched ona mooring in the Seven
+Scas lagoon, a pensive pelican was

overseelng the loading of the Magle
* Kingdom 11,

People of all ages from all over
" the world crowded around the ferry.
*We were unlted by fashion — straw
hats and a camera 2s a necklace —,
‘and the common desire to explore
the futuristic and fairy dust wonders
of EPCOT Center and the the Magic
Kingdom — Walt Disney World near
Orlando, Fla.

I exchanged a long silent stare
with the pellcan and admitted a
*sense of concern bordering on dread.

' I'd been to Disncy World before and
as a wheelchalr user knew it to be
“rather accommodating.

Accessibility wa:n'l the source of
my concern, rather my traveling
companlion, F.‘mm\.

“Hey, miste; ter, why 1s your
frlead am.lng ln uut?" asked a child,
wrinkling Ernest’s pantleg.

Ernest, as if chasing away an an-
noylng Insect, turned away from the

. persistent tyke,

Finally, his mothers told him:

Thnu a wheelchair, Johony, It's

just an | for the man.”

coholle beverages are avallable in
the Magic Kingdom, only in neigh-
boring EPCOT.

“Ahsollllcly magical,” grunted Er-
nest, who's suffering the wounds
wreaked by a battalion of Benitos
encountered the previous night,

BUT WE both had world passes
that also allow entry into the more
adult-orfented {and more accesslble)

PCOT, s0 Ernest took the next boat

over,
I had little trouble getting around

the Magic Kingdom by myself, Most

of the sidewalks have curb cuts and

bultdlngs without level access are

ram| 3

A good number of the rides are

open to the physically handicapped,’

but require boarding assistance,
which the Disney staff {s unable to
provide, So, if amusement rides are
what you're aner. visit Disney with
someone who can help you,

Perhaps the biggest problem with
Dlsneyworld !s the crowds. Kids run
amok even whea tethered to a par-
eot. And many adults have a tenden-
cy to read a guide book while walk-
ing and make unexpected turns or
stop in mid-stride,

If you dont want to buy Uability

That's the last straw for Emest,
* who over the years has scen me en-
, dure numerous paroxysms of “incon-
venfence.”
“Hey, lady, it's a lot more than an
.inconvenlence,” sald Ernest.
+ My worries materialized. Taking a
«W.C. Ficlds type to a kid-Infested
<kingdom !s an ill-conceived idea. I
“fectured Exmest about tolerance as
. we made our way to Tomorrow
.Lud,ourﬂnul.np.

THE MAGIC Kingdom was bullt
15 years ago when there was little
or

g into a sea
of wayward Achulu‘ heels, visitona
Sunday, Thursday or Friday, when
crowds are the lightest,

The Magic Kingdom becomes a
maddening crowd every afternoon
when Mickey Mouse and friends go
on parade, Some viewing areas are
reserved for strollers and wheel-
chalrs in front of Tinker Bell's cas-
tle, but they're not lhaded and
crowds are the thickest th

You'll find mmloruhlc aon-
claustrophoblc views In Frontier
Land toward the end of the parade
route, Sure, Mickey will have been

;equnl access architecture for the
tphysically handicapped. But the dis-
<abled gumu' guide book snys several
~attractions like Mission to Mars and
Ttho 380-degree theater were de-
-sigoed for wheelchalr users,
; "l-et'l bead for Fun'in the Fu-
T "Bumph." registered Ernut, lu[ng
'n totally different word. “Anything
important a3 fun should never be
,dderred to the future. Let's get a
, drink right now.”
= No one goes thirsty or hungry at

“Disney; a cornucopla spills out of,

every corner. But many of the snack
. shops have railed queues too narrow
{or wheelchairs, 80 some assistance

N ml.l'y

~ Erncst and 1 consulted our guide
2book and go to a restaurant that has
*table service.

- “Glmme a Benito Juares,” sald
" Exnest,

v "What's that?” asked tho waltress,
: (Exnest Likes to think himself & revo~
« lutionary and Juares,

vy Mexican, ls his favorite from his-

)
"0na jlucr of mpe!rull jnlco,
two of M
”"'h.l'l huc.l?" axked the walt-

"Forgel It, babes. Just ymmn a
*’beer," sald Ernest,

‘The waitress explained that no al-

for 15-20 minutes by then,
but he won't be 50 tired as to be goo-
1y.

A MONORAIL connects the king-
dom with EPCOT. Unlike Detrolt's
People Mover, it is not truly access!.
ble, but Disney hosts willingly offer
the little 1ift that's needed and the
ride is a natural d t — wildlife
views from ground-grubbing arma-
dillos to soaring red-tailed hawks,
Ernest I reunited after nightfall,
when EPCOT becomes an unltkel,
fn hantasma of sclence falr, forelgn
trigue and romance. We met \mder
Space Ship Earth. Bathed In lunar
bhm and sunset hues, the magnifi-
mt geodalc sphere claimed a place
the sky — Venus and Alpha Centu-
rl on elther side and Orion bunting
on its most heavenly surface.
“A Night on Bald Mountain" was
mu;rdbenmg through the EPCOT

*Better than b ‘super-cala-
fragilisticexpleladosions,’ " said Er
pest, who was In A considerably bet-

ter mood since leaving the disen-
c]unud xmgaom.

He Inslsted on golng to the World
Showcase's French pavilion where

- he'd -atready consumed a bottle of

Beaujolais, served by a petite and
lovely sommelier.
“Very foxy,” said the lip-smacking

Ernest, and I didn't know Lf he was'

referring to the young red wino or
his youlhlul French server.

EPCOT’'s World Showcase
highlights the culture of several dif-
ferent countries, while s corporate-
sponsored Future World focuses on
science and technology. Both arcas
are completely accessible to wheel-
chalr users a3 are most of the rides
and attractions,

BUT THE rides sud exhibits had

to walt untlt tcmorruw a5 Emest
that night

the altrulstic pursuit of International

flalr for the casmopoutnu.

Flrst taquitos and margeritas at
(he Mexican pavillon, then suskl and
sake at the Mltsukoshi restaurant,
followed by Gulness Stout and
gcabt:h eggs at the Rose and Crown

ub.

I'went off In search of Rolalds and
Ernest returned to Au Petit Cafe in

¥ you go: The free disabled gulde
book is distributed at Disney parking
lots or can be requested In advance
by writlng Walt Disney World, Guest
Relations, P.0. Box 10040, Lake
Buena Vista, Fla. 32830,

More than a balf dozen hotels on
the Disney grounds offer wheeclchair
accessible rooms,

rnest, 1, ‘Magic Kingdon?’,

However, moderately priced ac-
commodations are avallable at the
main gate on U.S. 192. My favorite is
Larson’s Lodge Malngate (1-800-327-
9074), which can arrange wheelchair
tronsport for the 10-minute shuttle
to Disney.

Complele package tours or local
transportation can be arranged
through Wheelchair Wagon Tours at
(305) 848-7175.

Dan Acosta found some shade and as a result a
tamiliar face at DisneyWorld — Walt Disney’s
most famous character, Mickey Mouse, °

When in need .

‘There are some travel agencies that speciallzo in
trave! arrangements for th physically handicapped.
‘A good place to start Is the PAM Assistance Cen-
ter In Lansing, The center produces a single direc-
wry of Information for disabled travelers, “Travel

Is For Everyone.”

1t's a great Investment at $2, It can be obtalned
by writing the center at 601 W, Maple, Lansing
::zgﬁ or by calling 1-800-426-7426 or (517) 371-

‘The premler ag , $peclalizing In travel for
physically impalred, 1s Fylag i
Owatoona,

Flyluwmnnnbemchedbywﬂuu lu! 143
W. Bridge St, P,0. Box 331, Owatonna, Minn.
§5080, or by calling 1.800-533-0383,
tngion. Te travel agency et v o P

er-froe

tours and cruises and lrrl;.nges additional .'m:‘f
ance, when needed.
ug‘om' Information, call Robert Reed Travel at 476-

Handicapped people
cope with problems
of traveling by plane

By Dan Acosta
speclal writer

Jim Boyd is a racer, He competes In
marathons around the world, which means he
frequently must race abaut airports — you
know, the 0.J. Simpsol

As with other lrequent niers. Boyd — not
necessarily a betting man — knew the odds
that he nnd his luggage would on one excur-
slon or another show up at different airports,

The Farmington man should have
placed a bet on his return trip after compet-
ing In the Long Beach, Calif., Half Marathoo.

“All my baggage went to New York,” Boyd
sald. “They (the alrline peopl:) felt pretty
bad about it."

So did Boyd,

His baggage snafu created more inconven-
fence than merely waiting for a wayward
toothbrush and o jogging suit. It left the trav-

which had a rubber tire on one side and just
the bare metal rim on the other side. That
was a lot llke a solo canoeist paddling only on
one side,

Travel always involves new surroundings
and a disruption of daily schedule and habitu-
al ways of doing things. That's why It's fun;
u-a}r;l Is a welcamed breaking out of the
mold,

But for physically impaired people, many
of whom rely on a very particular routine to
accomplish mundane tasks like dresaing,
bathing or aimply switching on a lamp, new
surroundings can mean new hassles,

FREEWAY rcstanrants may be ezsy-on,
easy-off to get to, but imposible to get Into.
Just & single step at the entrance is enough to
thwart an electric wheelchalr,

Motels, even those with a level entrance,
can hold a host u! potenual problems. Room

eling athlete without his

Boyd, a quadriplegle lysis of all four
limbs}, Is one of milllons of dlnbled travelers
in the natlon, According to Rekabilitation In-
ternational, USA, vp to §.million disabled

people book passage every year, And all of .

these fotks — on land, sea or alr — face a
nurnbcr of addltional ditficulties when on the

mov.
Nurly every physically impaired traveler
has a favorjte horror story.

ONE WIHEELCHAIR user made & Wind-
sor,.Ontario, to Cancun, Mexico, trip ffom
llrpom without skybridges. Two burly Cana-

urrledhlmupmempslnnboudmx
chalr better sulted moving major appli-
ances. But the d!semblrhncnt crew In Mexi-
©0 was one young man, who cradled the trav-
eler in his arms and huffed blindly down the

steps.

"'f had vislons of a second broken neck,”
said the young man who now vacations moat-
1y by van.

A disabled business traveler, who llnyl
makes barrier-free hotel reservations in as
wvance, recently found that his 'lundlupped
room" was Indeed handicapped. The bath-

room door opeaing was 100 narrow to allow .

wheel entry,

The national hotel chain ‘was apalogetic,
but that did little to ease the demands of na-
ture,

And T once spent a midnight hoar {n the
Mllwaukee alrport golng in circles, Literally.

While veaiting for the return of my lost .

1 was given an llﬂlm lm,

Is may be out of reach,
faucet qudlu muy be unworkable for those
with a poor grasp, bedside space may be to
Umlited for an easy transfer, or entrance
doors may be 50 heavily spring-loaded s to
makeeu 13 an exercise and an exit a cata-

All these problems are commonly encoun-
tered in rooms d ted a3 wheelchalr ac-
cessible. Another example is one economy
hotel chain that's notorious for mounting the
television five feet up the wall In its bandlcap
legmiblu rooms, So much for* Cheen.

Ing, ratber they create tha dlubled pu!on s
{requent nemesls — ‘dependence -- or frus-
tration, A lengthy struggle to move furnitare
blocking a wali socket takes the joy and spon-
tanelty out of a simple pleasures liko listen-
Ingtoa porublu radlo.

ihelnvellndu and the general bueh
uﬂumvny forlhe disabled Onvem'.
h‘l'almlphyliully ; -
mm:n or
crulse lines like Sitmar now have
llmlledlwulibmlyeolomemhuhlpl.

ANDwrnlldnnee mmumxtbelu-g
er pental car com; 'ﬂlllmullhmd
Imlulnoufn
plspoﬂ mﬂum" ;I‘ngl’:d “‘!hl
traveler.
botel and othguigavel al-
muz invariably wish to be belpful. However,
they peed to know tha person's particular

A



