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to cost

By Tim Richard
staff writer

A circult judge's salary — $92,000
— Is only the tip of the lcebeg, as
Oakland County commissioners are
learning.

““The judge’s salary is the smallest
part of it,” sald Commissloner
Dennls Aaron, D-Oak Park, as the
beard's general government com-
mittee studled a $1.3 million plan to
add two judges in 1990,

And those are only operating costs
In 1988 dollars. On top of that, the
county board is studying space needs
and may wind up Investing $20 mil-
1lon to expand the courthouse,

“T lack enlhusiasm for adding
judges,” sald Commissioner Robert
lfn ge, R-Birmingham.

BUT HE WAS the only dlssenter.

‘The committee gave 5-1 approval to
a resolution asking the Michigan
Legislature to add two circult judges
to Oakland’s contingent of 14,
+ The proposal will go Friday to the
finance committee, which must also
approve the plan and factor In the
budget costa.

Those other costs — the rest of the
lceberg — include clerks, guards,
probation staff; Friend of the Court
stalf, general office stalf and pro-
secutors. (Circuit courts try four
criminal cases for every three civil

cases.)
* “The Legislature Is looking at its
fiscal year right now,” said Joan E.
Young, circuit court adminlstrator.
She urged addltion of two fudges be-
cause "we don't know that in 1990
they’ll be in the mood.”

She added that “we're looking at'
adding two more circuit judges in

A longtime state Department of
Natural Resources officlal and an
QOakland County leader will be hon-
ored Wednesday, May 4, by the Oak-
land Parks Foundation at its sixth
annual dinner.
O.J. Scherschlight, chle! of the
iDNR's recreation resources dlvision,
and Lewls E, Wint, who has chaired
,(_the county's parks and recreation
F'commission for 11 years, wil be
*{ feted in the Addlson Oaks park con-
ference center near Ox{ord.
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Joan E, Young
delay hurts victims

1992, but that idea isn't firm yet,

YOUNG PERSUADED the panel
to ask for two new judges with two
arguments:

« Delayed justice s partleularly
hard on crime victims, “We're now
very concerned about victim's
rights. I've been to some seminars.
The delay is horribly palnful psycho-
logically. To care for the rights of
victims, we have to speed up the sys-
tem.”

® “Per judge, Oakland circuit
judges have the heaviest caseload in
the state of Michigan.”

Of Michigan's dozen Jargest cir-
cults, Oakland in 1986 had 1,768 cas-
es filed per judge vs. 818 In Wayne
Circult/Detroit Recorder’s courts,

Ticket Information Is avaitable
from Frances Greenbaum, founda-
tlon exceutive director, at 335.2771.

Scherschlight will be featured
speaker, He whl discuss trends in
state funding of recreation and dis-
cuss hls recent trlp to China as head
of the state’s panda project.

Veint, director of a Clarkston fu-
neral home, is a founding member
and trustee of the foundation.

Long-term goals of the foundation
are to ralse money for barrler-free

ilion

1,496 In Genesee and 1,561 In Kent.

Oakland judges try an average of
26.17 cases a year with juries, high.
cst in the top dozen clreults,

But the “backlog” (cases more
than two years otd) is 50 in Qakland
— smaller than Wayne's 263, Ma-
comb's 83, Jackson's 54, Kent's 88
and Ingham's 168, she sald.

‘The growth of crime has increased
the burden disproportionately,
Young added. While criminal cases
are only 21 percent of the docket, 63
percent of the jury trials and 52 per-
cent of non-Jury trials are demanded

in criminal cases, and trials are run-

ning longer.

THE BOARD last week awarded a
$218,000 contract to Minoru
Yamasaki, Troy archltect, to study
space needs and prepare alternate
bullding plans,

When three circuit judges were
added in 1878, Young sald, the coun.
ty had to borrow space from the
commissioners’ offces, a jury room
?nd the economle development off-
ee.

was makeshiit for quite a long
time," she said, vowling that good
planning would prevent that from
happening agaln,

Page was unimpressed. “The
more courts you provide, the more
you're gonna heed. I don't think we
oughta be chargin’ down the plke for
addltlonal judges,” he said.

But the proposal was supported by
Republicans Richard Skarritt of Mil.
ford, Don Jensen of Blrmingham and
Roy Rewold of Rochester Hills and
Democrals Lilllan Jaffe Oaks of
Southfield and Ruel McPherson of
Hazel Park. Aaron left the room ang
didn't vote,

Parks foundation honors pair

development of Orion Oaks County
Park; restoration of a historic milk-
house and Tudor-style heme and es-
tablishment of a betanlcal garden at
Addlson Oaks.

Scheduled for re-clection as foun-
dation officers are president George
Googaslan and sccretary Kathryn
King, both of Rochester; vice presi-
dent John Thurber and treasurer
Donald Van Loo, both of Birming-
ham.

GET THE MESSAGE...-
“To Mom, with love”...on Mother’s

Day. Gift ideas

to hang in a convenient spot,

Heart motif wooden message
center with note pad, pen, pins,

and cork bulletin board, $15.

Wicker basket

JSilledjwith four kinds of
note pads and a pen, $18.

.
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WOODEN PLAYGROUND
QUIPMENT
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Thera e 20 questions you ‘shou
befor buying...osk usll

Boat Wells Available
15x40 £t., 30 and 50 amp
electrical, fresh water and

telephone access.

Markley Marine

Pre-season s, J
dells on selected models.
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JCPenney Custom Decorating

950% off

Gataxy Collection of
Custom Draperies

A decorator selection of over 180
beautitul fabrics,

A45% off our new Lanscot Coltection
of coordinating Draperies, Pleated
Shades and Vertical Blinds.

30% off coordinating Top
Treatments and Bedspreads.

40% to
50% off

Window Treatments

* 45% off Sunrise Mini Blings

+ 45% off Sierra Wood Blinds

« 40-50% off Viewscapes
Vertical Blinds.

Save*12
to $18:

Dupont Stainmaster

Custom Carpet Sale

« Sudden Flair - patierned sculp-
turein 18 colors. Reg. $42.
Sale $28.99 sq. yd. nstalied

* Winler Song - thick, luxurious
plush in 22 colors. Reg. $40.
Sale $25.99 sg.yd. Installed
Sale includes normal
fnstalialion and padding.

Sale ends 4/30/88.

Sale prices of
Window Treatments'
INCLUDE
merchandise,
fabrication and
installation.

Calltoday lor 2 FREE
in-home appointment.

Percentages off represent savings from regular prices.

Northland 569-6570, Southland 374-0510,
Easlland 526-0200, Westland 522-3011,

Fairlane 5§93-3210, Oakiand Mall $83-7060,
Lakeaide 247-0430, Twelvo Oaks 348-7822,
Brlarwood 769-1677, Northwood Centor 288-4930.

JCPenney

Custom Decorating .
— R

®bgerber & Frrentric

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County

CLASOIFIED

852-3222 Rochester/ Avon

ADYERTISING

SMOKE
TAKE
BREATH

FREE!

Have you ever
wondered what

You may even
be invited to

shape your jonina
lungs are In? natlonal lung
Here's your research

chance to find )
out. if you're between 35 and 59,
call the Lung Health Study
Center at Henry Ford Hospltal
to arrange for a free lung
function test. The tests are
offerad at Henry Ford Hospital
in Detrolt and seven convenlent
suburban sites.

program. And
you may be offered a free
program to help you stop
smoking. You might even
breathe a little easler.

The Lung Health Study
. 8 convenient locations

Call today: §76-1900

The Lung Health Study Is éponsorad by The Natlonal Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.
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