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Lot splitting approved during moratorium

By Joanne Maliszewski
stali writer

F Hills city Jean Fox be-
lieves the first lot splitting under a new moeratorium
might set a precedent,

The council Monday night approved the splitting of
two large lots on the northwest corner of Stockton and
Middtebelt into five smaller ones of more than 20,000
square feet.

The lot splitting was brought before the city council
rather than the planning commisston because there Is a
woratorium in certaln areas of the clty agalnst lot split-
ting. pending a review of zoning dlstricts.

The Stockton-Mlddlebelt area Is under the moratori-

um. The city council has asked the planning
to consider upgrading the residenttal zone from Its cur-
rent RA-3 to RA-1, which requires larger lots. Desplte
the RA-3 zone, the Stockton-Mlddlebelt arca has long
boasted large, one-acre lots,

The five new lots conform to the minimum 20,000
square-foot ot size required in RA-1 zone. But the fron-
tage on all flve docs not, Two of the lots are 80 feet
wide, 20 feet less than the minimum required.

That inconslstency, however, was necessary because
a draln runs through some of the property, a part of
which also Is in a flood plain, clty manager William
Costick sald.

COUNCILWOMAN FOX voted along with the majori-

ty on the pi Iot splitting but cautioned that a
precedent might be set because of the less than minl-
mum frontage on two lots,

“I think this s asking for trouble down the pike, Are
you going to want all 80-foot lots when you have RA-1
Iooking at us?” she asked,

Other council members disagreed. 1 think this is as
good a solution as you can come up with,” councllman
Aldo Vagnozzi said.

Stockton residents sent the city councll a petition sup-
porting the lot splitting. Originally, proponent Mike
Watzman wanted the two large lots spiit Into seven
smaller ones. But a compromise was reached between
Walzman, residents and the clty.

“You'll have five good-sized lots with ;gvcrnl of them

well-treed,” councliwoman Jan Dolan sag. .

In late March, the city council llfted a wholesale ;
moratorlum on lot splitting and restricted the practice -
to certain arcas In the clty where current zoning allows .‘
largers lots to be.split. The planning commission Is ex- .
pected to study these arcas and conslder rezoning,

The lot splitting controversy became public when res- |
Idents in the Nine Mile-Middlebelt area complained
about Keating Community Homes, Bloomffeld Hills, and
others purchasing large loi aad splitting them. :

The eity counctl agreed to allow Iot splits In the areas
under @ moratorium as long as the split does not make
the new lots smaller than is allowed in the RA-1 land
use zone.

Young

students
learning
of drugs

Continued from Page 1

received drug awareness educatlon
this year, Mullins sald, They heard
speakers from Maple Grove, a sub-
stance abuse center at Henry Ford
Hospital in West Bloom(leld, belore
Mullins' presentation Friday.

FFA REGULARLY goes Into all
Farmlngton third-grade classrooms
with its alcohol awareness program
and all flith graders and thelr par-
ents are educated as well.

“This way, they (the Forest stu.
dents) get three years of drug educa-
tion,” Mullins added. “I've been en-
couraging something for the fourth
grade.”

FFA has taken thelr efforts one
step further with the recent drug
awareness campalgn. A sclection of
books, including, “It's OK to Say No
to Drugs,” by Alan Gamer and
"Gone Way Down — Teenage Drug
Use is a Discase,” by Mitler Nesvton,
have been purchased for all Farm-
ington elementary schools for stu-
dents and parents,

At Forest, the books received
prominent display in the {ront hall-

way,

“We've talked about crack, pot,
cake and they all have the same kind
of cffects. They affect growth pat-
terns and reproductive argans,” said

Betty Mullins
Dolores Harris, a fourth grade
teacher at Forest, who particlpated
in the discussion,

“I'm sure you're all golng to be ap-
proached, well, many of you will.
You've got to remember . . . youth
growth will be affceted.”

MULLINS ADDED: “Large doses
over a long time can cause perma-
nent damage to live, lungs and
braln.”

Students listened atteatively as
Mullins showed them the “prop”
drugs, the paraphernalia, and ex-
plained how lllegal drugs are grown
and harvested or manufactured.

She also brought it closer to home,

“When you get inte middle school,
you may see this stuff drop out of
someone's locker,” she added, “We
want you to know what this stuff
looks lke."

Cocalne and marijuana were not
the only subjects of discussion. Alco-
hol, still the drug of chaice for young
people, and clgarettes, which contin-
ue to be prevalent, were also dls-
cussed.

Hills sets new guidelines
against troubled developer

By Joanne Mallszewekl
staff writer

Farmington Hllis adminlstrators
have been glven the green light to do
what they must to cnsure that manu-
factured” housing builder Howard
Keating complies with clty ordi-
nances, .

“My feellng Is we ought to do
something to make this guy or any-
body know we're only golng to toler-
ate so much,” mayor pre tempare
Terry Sever sald. “1 think we should
take some action to make It hurt.”

Doubts about Keating’s proper li-
censing for selling and installing
manufactured housing joins a grow-
ing list of concerns agalnst the
Bloom(leld Hills builder, including
using two completed homes as sales
models, Complaints range from traf-
fic concerns and dralnage problems
to Incomplete slte work,

The city council Monday night
agreed to continue withholding new
bullding permits against the builder
until the licensing issue, cleanup at
housing sltes and other reported vio-
lations are resolved.

The clty counci) gave adminlstra-
tors the authority to set.a deadiine
for cleanup at the constructlon sites.
If the deadline [s not met, further in-
spectlons, required for a certificate
of occupancy, would be withheld,
City officlals acknowledged that
Keating continues to make progress
on his sites.

THE COQUNCIL also authorized
city attorney Paul Bibeau to take
whatever legal action necessary, In-

cluding fHing a lawsult agalnst Keat-
ing for violating city zonlng ordi-
nances that forbid using two com-
pleted houses as sales models,

“I think it's rather evident . ..
that he (Keating) has got them
stalfed periodleally, and he's not
selling them,” Bibeau said.

Two completed houses on Nine
Mile at Karen Place, cast of Middle-
belt, are being used as “jumplng
Jacks for ather uses and other lots in
the area,” he added,

No representative for Keating
Community Homes was present for

The commission ls reviewing Keat.
ing license appllcations, assistant
clty manager David Call said.

“'We want to be sure Mr. Keating
is covered and has all three li-
censes,” he sald,

KEATING SPORESWOMAN Is-
berg confirmed that the builder has
met with the state Moblle Home
Commisslen. “We're expecting li-
censing soon,” she sald,

Isberg previously acknowledged
that Keating hlres licensed subcon-
tractors to install the manufactured

the latest in a serles of
about continuing problems with the
bullder and his building sites.

But Keating Communlty Homes
spokeswoman Brooke Isberg Tues-
day denied that the houses are being
used as models. “Those homes are
for sxle. They are indeed bringing
prospective buyers through them,”
she sald.

City officlals acknowledge that
Keating is licensed through the state
as a residential bullder, But they say
he has not yet received licenses from
the Mobile Home Commisslon to sell
and install the manufactured houses.
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Visit our tactory outlet
showroom to see
Michlgan's finest
handcratted furniture on
display and belng

PRESENT HER
WITH JEWELS

Choose her favorite
color studs to center
textured 14K gold knot
earring jackets...
cultured pearls,
black onyx, coral or
lapls. Studfjacket set
by Peter Brams, $150.
fine Jewelry Salon

Jacobson’s

; SHOP UNTIL 9 P.A. ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY X B

1

Untll 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

«

WE CAN BUILD WHAT
YOU NEED!

YILLAGE WOOD SHOP

15670 Middlebelt-Livonla

Harmington
®bseruer

{USPS 187-840)

Publishod ovory Monday and Thurs-,
doy by Obsorver & Ecconirlc Nows-

mpora. 1225 Bowers, Bltmingham, £

48012,
dress all mall (subscription, change"
of addross, Form 3569) ta P.O, Box
2428, Livonla, MI 48151, Telophong,

501-0500,
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Second:

One:
y‘zgsawhnra InWS.A)
Onoyear .. ...... 60.00
Al advertising published In_the
Farmington Obsorver Is subject to
the conditions atated In the uggllu-
bio rate card, copies of which are

houses, Keating was out of town and available from tho advortising do-
for artmont, Farmington 33203 Grand
the clty's tamily ver, 13) 477-

As
construction review board reviewed
the Keating homes to determine if
they fully comply with the clty's

di The

prohiblts homes from belng too dis-
slmilar from others in the surround-
ing area,

5450, The Farmington Obsorvor
rasorves tha right not 1o uece&u an
advertiser's ordor. Obsorver & Ec-
<contric ad-takers have no authority
10 bind this newspapo

r and nnlr
publication of an advertisoment shall |.

constitute fino] scceptance of tha
advortiser’s ordor.

'

e

AP e S ~n Ty
LICENSED NON-PROFIT HOME FOR THE
» Wonderful alternative to nursing home care N
with less expense.
« Ideal for Senlors needing additional
assistance with the activities of aaily living.
= Qualnt country setting » Elegant new building.

VACATION AND TEMPORARY STAYS WELCOME

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN WOODHAVEN
LOCATED IN LIVONIA

261-9000
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@ HUI%TERS SQUARE

ORCHARD LAKE ROAD AT FOURTEEN MILE » FARMINGTON HILLS » 855-3944

BOUQUET OF SPRING FLOWERS!

Save $75 in Hunters Square/Tally Hall
sales receipts dated May 1 - 7 and we'll
you a beautiful bouquet for Mom! Pick up
your flowers Friday, May 6 and Saturday,
May 7 at Center Court in Tally Hall from
10AM to 5PM. J

Defalls avaliable at ali Hunters Square/Tally Hcll stores,

SHOP HUNTERS SQUARE FOR GREAT MOTHER'S DAY GIFTS!
OVER 35 FASHIONABLE SHOPS & SERVICES
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