At forum’s mock trial, free speech
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Gouverneur Mor ris, Seated at right is James Wilson, who

wrote the final document,

Constitution is studied
in its bicentennial year

The Rev. Walter Jergens, pastor
at Northfleld Flrst Evangelleal
Church and leader of the Norlhtield
Right to Life group, lost his appeal
Sunday to place a poster in the city's
bus.

Jurors for the “trlal,” held in the
audltorlum of the Alexander Hamll-
ton Life Insurance Co. of America in
Farmington Hills, declded by a nar-
row margin that the city was within
its constitutlonal rights when it for-
bade the poster.

: The trinl was the second commu-
nity forum hosted by the Farmington
Area Committee on the bicentennial
of the U.S. Constitution. The serlﬁ
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But the city placed on the stand
the mayor of Northfleld (Jonathan
South, pertrayed by Davld Stader of
F: who it was

focuses on current

sues of wide public interest that are
based on constitutional principles, It
i wrilten by the American Bar As-
sgciatlon. )

STHE RIGHTS of both free speech
afid retiglon were at stake In this
controversy, according to Jergens’
attorney, James Carter, played by
Patrick Anderson of Alexander
Hamilton, .
> “A few people's offended sensibili-
ties and a few dollars of savings in
bus fares does not create a compel-
ling governmental Interest (that

he who ordered the removal,
“It was offensive,” South declared.

NOTED SQCIQLOGIST Michael
Davis (Dean Cobb, North Farming-
ton High telecommunications coordi-
nator) gave surveys and

Prosecuting attorney James Carter (left), played by Patrick An-
derson, economist with Alexander Hamilton Life Inaurance Co.
of America, presents his case before Northfleld County Judge

Farmington High soclal studles
teacher, played the minister.

THE ROLE of Charlotte Rule, di-
rector of the city’s transportation
department, was enacted by Chrlsty
Hicks, a recent graduate of North
Farmington.

She testified she had accepted the
poster for display when Jergens
brought it In, and that there were no
irregularities In his application or in

showlng that 57 perceat of the peo-
ple In Northfleld found the poster of-
fensive,

Seven percent of those — “with 95
percent confidence factor” — found
the poster olfensive. They had never
seen the poster. Davis described it to
them. Seven percent of those, who

would justlfy restricting my client’s now ride the bus, would stop riding

rights,” Carter sald.

Evldence was presented to show
the clty had arbitrarily remaved the
poster” without any pre-design
standards that would apply to all
charlty-organization ads,

;x'cnuse of the poster, Davis told the
ury.
From the witness stand, Jergens

ed detailed his strongly held belfefs

against abortion as murder and an
un-Christian act, Bll Brinker, North

e p for

“The idca was to raise extra mon-
ey to keep bus fares down, but then
we began to provide space for local
charities and other non-profit
groups,” Rule sald,

The councll had never turned
down a poster in the past, although a
commercial aid for a horror movie
had been refused, she said,

Clty attorney Jerome Abromski
{Farmington Hllls attorney Martin
Krohner) contended the city did in-
deed have such power, and asked {or
averdlet.

Social security tax vote
to affect schools’ budget

‘By Casay Hane
staff writer

Farmington schools is expected to
beef up its budget surplus this year,
because of expectalions that the dls-
trict will have to pay $3.5 million an-
nually in Soclal Security payments,

The state has pald the employer’s
share of teacher's Soclal Security for
all Michigan districts since 1956,

But there Is

and the state D
of Education for shifting the finan-
cial burden from state to local
coffers,

According to the district’s chief fl-
nancial adminstrator, Michael Flan-
agan, thero’s a 50 percent chance the
state wlll pass the Soclal Security re-

‘to many out-of-f )

Harrison, |
Warner to.
|be ‘open’

Both Harrison High School and
Warner Middle School will be
“open enrollment” schools this

fall.

‘That announcement comes cne
week after Farmington school
trustees mgmved 2 ‘policy of

ent for any second-
ary school with low earoilment.
The "determination of which
schools will bave open enroliment
Is belng left to top school ad-
ministrators,

Under the new policy, any stu.
dent living in the Farmington dis-
trict can aitend an open enroll.
ment school but will have to pro-
vide his own transportation to
and from school. -

Interested persons should call
principals at Harrison at 477-
3311 or Warner at 851-3400,

pressure from state

districts. These districts get more
than 80 percent of thelr operating
money from local tax dollars,

Flanagan, deputy superintendent
for the district, will ask trustees to
allow a surplus of at least 10 percent
In the 1988-89 budget, plus an addi-
tional $1.4 million. Trustces are ex-
pected to begin their annual budget
review process at the next regular
meeting on May 3.

‘THE DISTRICT already has a 10
percent surplus, or fund equity,

“In my opinion, It's just a matter
of time,” said Flanagan. “There is
such atrong support from the state
Department of Education.”

Adding to that is pressure from
the recent appointment of Donald
Bemis as state superintendent,

Bemis hails from Utlca, an in-formu-
1a district, and has received support
not only from state educators, but
from Gov, James Blanchard as well.

Flanagan is asking for only one
third of what could be the district’s
Soclal Security expense, because he
feels any type of program will be
phased in. He chose not te include it
in the regular budget, because he
“dldnt want to not think about it at
alL”

Attention to the Social Security
payments and other issues has arisen
as legislators and cducators discuss
how to cqualize state funding of pub-
lic schools,

Flanagan has warned that “equlty
is coming” whether it is handled
through the state Legislature, or
mandated by the courts.

Symposium highlights
critical care, computers

With constant advances in medical
technology, even teaching has be-
come more.

gastroenterology, anesthesia, Inten-
slve care mediclne and surgery,
actually pro-

. Today
computer-training programs lll::‘; |

vldeBnrudfmnls the chance to slmu-

late actual patient
video programs Increase com-

of patlents.
In addition, audiovisual demon-

P and recall of 1
subjects.

These training tools are new to the
medical profession. But they are es-
sential to Botsford General Hospl-
tal's Cardlopulmonary Critical Care
Sympasium, scheduled to run Friday
through Sunday.

The Farmington Hills hospital's
symposium, the fifth In the annna)
Allen Zieger Memorial Lecture Se-
ries, will focus on the evaluation,
monitoring, management and
lems cncountered in the acute clini-

Center is equipped

will be glven on Hemody-
namlic Monitoring and Atrail Pacing,
and medlecal films will be shown.
Computer specialists will also be
avallable to answer questions and
solve problems.

‘The Learning Center will be In the
Administration and Education Bulld

Botsford General Hospltal Is an
osteopathic teaching hospital, with
post-graduate education in 14 specl-
alties and sul ties. More than
80 rcsidents and 30 Inlems are at
Botsford.

The Learning
with 12 computers that allow partic-
ipants to apply symposium knowl-
‘a:ge and galn “hands-on” experience

F resident
and critical care nurses may attend
the Botsford Symposinm. For more -
;n!;lnmum. call Cheryl Voss at 471-

THE JURY'S deliberatlons were
lengthy, under the guldance of David
Flnney, foreman, Much time was de-
voted to discrimination items, and
items of tntent.

In general, the jury felt the poster
was a form of speech, and as such
entitled to frecdom. But some jurors
felt forums other than clty buses are
available for such speech.

That thls was Jergens' religious
belled, and cntitled to such protec-
tion, was not debated. That the ma-
Jorlty of the jury held pro-choice
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Phatos by THOMAS ARNETT /1

is guilty

ft photographer

Martha White, played by Paula Creed, Farmington Hills attorncy
and League of Women Volers members,

vlews was apparent, although thls
was not an item of adjudication,

The trial sequences will be shown
on channels 10 and 12 during the
next few months for those who could
not attend Sunday’s dramatization.

MEMBERS OF the “'jury” — the
audlence — were also able to sign a
large facsimile of the Constitution
that was suspended on the wall, as
well as view an exhiblt, “The Bless-
ings of Liberty.”

A bronze sculpture, “The Signing
of the Constltution,” was also on ex-

hibit, commissioned by the Alexan-
der Hamilton company from Dennis
Smith. The sculpture included the
figures of Washington, Franklin,
Hamilton, James Wilson and
Gouveneur Morris.

The 1776 Room was opened, and
viewers were able to sce a replica ot
the Hamliton dueling pistols. The
plstol's did not suffice to save Ham-
{lton’s life In 1804, when, on
Wechawken Heights above the Hud-
son Rlver, he was killed by a bullet
from the plstol of Aaron Burr, vice
president of the United States,
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THURSDAY, MAY 5
11 a.m.5 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY §
11 a.m.2:30 p.m,
7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 19
7 p.m.

MAY 20 AND 21

LIVONIA
FRIDAY, MAY &
Noon7 p.m.

47 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 7
9:30 a.m,

FRIDAY, MAY 20

of events

Remember Mother's Day is Sunday, May 8.
Find gift ideas, fine tashions and new optlons for your home.

See our collection of Poolside and Patio shifts from
Lingerie informally modeled.

Waterman Pen Demonstration of fine writing instruments,
perfect gifts for graduation or Mother's Day.

THURSDAY, MAY 12 T

Informal modeling: su
Louis Feraud's Fall/V

Honeymoon Fashion Show for L

Fashion Sh Q!

Formal Fashion Show- See the latest in swimwear
for summer days at the beach,

Fine Jewelry collection featuring Contours Remount
and Renaissance Gems. 12.8 p.m,, Friday. 10 am..4 p.m,,
Saturday. For your appointment, call 644-6900, ext. 248,

ie, sportswear, dresses,
suits for the bride. R.S.V.P., 644-6900, ext. 309.

mmer patio shlfts, 11 am..5
D

p.m.;

Waterman Pen demonstration of gitt ideas for Mom and grad.

Mother-Daughter Spring Breakiast Show. $3 per person.
Reservations, call 591.7696, ext. 263.

7 pm.

THURSDAY, MAY 26
7pm.

ROCHESTER
THURSDAY, MAY §
7 p.m.

demor

Design Seminars begin...three Thursday evening learning
sesslons on home Interiors. To enroll, call 591-7686, ext. 263.

Clalrewood Summer Show of fashions for the fuller figure
woman. For reservations, call 651-6000, ext. 217,

Jacobsons

Shop unlll 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untll 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuasday, Wednesday and Saturday

he happy pair...plus
R.S.V.P. 591-7696, exl. 263.

fashions.
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