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Rails to iraiis

Oakland has chance for fun, cash

By Tim Richard
.. stolf writer

+ Some 78 miles of railway are due
0 be abandoned in Oakland County
the next decade, They could be-
~=scome recreation tralls for hikers,
-uublkers and horseback riders.
The trails could become part of
... one giant trall looplng the state,
. They could — If communitles
- scize the opportunity, says Larry
Falardeau, a Jandscape architect in
the Oakland County Planning De-
" partment.
= “Qur Intent is to polnt out to com-
munities the recreatlon and utility
. corrldors,” sald Falardeau. He add-
¢ ed the idea becomes more attractive
when small towns recognize they
can make money frem the trails.

TO MANY local governments,
tralls arc a dirty word, partleularly
when they abut private property

1.whose owners. conslder It “their”
property, But Falardeau wants to
persuade them there are two kinds
of economic opportunities;

# In southern Oakland County,
the old rallroad rights-of-way can be
{lber optics corridors for high-tech
indusiries. It so happens that some
of the ROWs lie along the tidal wave
ol indusirial development moving
northwest across Oakland,

Companles can communicale be-
tween plants with fiber opties —
. glass or plastic lines that transmit
: light by internal reflection. Compa.
. nics would lease space on the ROWs

for thelr lines. Going rate to lay one
mlle of fiber optic line; $5,000.

& Communities such as Oxford,

. Rochester, Lake Orion, Mllford and
» Ortenvllle could become small-scale
« Aspens, calerlng to the recreation
trade with ‘bed-and-breakfasts, bike
.+ concessions, cross-country ski con.
~ cesstons, horse rentals, convenience
- slores, perhaps even campgrounds,
© ‘The May issue of Natlonlal Geo-
. graphle endorses rafl-to-trall lnes,

Falardeau said.

But if the communities let the rall

. land slip Into private ownership, he
. said, the land will be virtually im-
possible to reassemble into large

Aavasaanna,

. parcels.

FALARDEAU (pronounced fel
ARE dog) presents his message cau-

on OCC

Thicteen candldates filed for bal-
lot spots sceking two posts on the
Oakland Community College Board
of Trustees June 13.

: The OCC fleld Includes one incum-
+ bent, a county commissioner and a
. clty attorney. Filing deadline was
Tuesday,

Winners take office in July and
. serve for six-year terms. One incum-
. bent did not seck re-election.
¢+ Here is the list, in alphabetical or-
¢ der, with any blographical informa.
*« tlon filed with the college:

Richard A. Blonde, 33, Rochester
* Hills — ng (ﬁ:c student and 13-year

e

tously. He docsn't want It to appear
that the county Is pushing anything
down an

RECREATION professlonals like
the ralls-to-trails jdea, though they
Sample

s
throat. °

“It's not a *grand plan.’ Our Intent
is to polnt out the opportunities,” he

sald.

A hiker and water colorist, Falar-
deau grew up in northwest Detroit,
graduated from Milford High, now
lives in Sylvan Lake and observes,
“I'm familiar with how things disap-
pear.”

Last week Falordeau spokes to
parks and reereation dlrectors'from
the state Department of Natural Re-
sources, Buron-Clinton Metroparks,
Qakland, Wayne, Macomb, Livings.
ton and Washtenaw counties,

One city and township after anoth-
er in Oakland County will get his op-
portunity pitch, Saturday he's due at
menslMlchlgnn TRRalls Alllance in
La

ng.

THE STATE group is author of the
Idea for a 1,000-mile “Discover
Milchlgan" trall on abandoned rafl-
road rights-of-way. DNR supports
the Idca though it Isn’t willing to
finance local development.

Alrcady two parts of the plan are
on thelr way to reality,

With county encouragement, four
communities established the Paint
Creek Trall, a 105 mile multi-use
trail from Lake Orion to Rochester
aleng a scenle stream. West Bloom.
fleld Township is secking $114,000 in
state money Lo develop the Grand
Trunk Western Railroad ROW as a
hiking and eross country skl trail,

But tough. times lic ahead. In
Green Oak Township, in eastern Liv-
ingston County, any public recre-
ation proposal is fought strenuously,
and much rail ROW has disappeared
into private ownership,

Green Oak’s actlon-has- stymled
castward extension of the Lakelands
Trall, which runs from Jackson to
the Livingston County hamlet of
Hamburg,

A group called Friends of the
Lakelands Trail for three years has
sought state money to buy a 12-mile
segment of ROW in the Wixom-South
Lyon area in western Oakland Coun-
ty. Its application for a state grant
has recelved negallve reviews from
an arm of the Southeast Mlchigan
Councll of Governments.

13 seek 2 posts

board

Hurticene Hardaway-Shepherd,
37, Pontlac — clty attorney, former-
1y with GM-UAW and the city of De-

trolt.
Michael R. Lewls, 33, West Bloom.
fleld.

Ralph V. Marands, 67, Ortonville,

David W, Meldman, 33, Walled
Lake — attorney In Detroit.

‘Thomas S. Nelson, 37, Pontiac —
youth officer In police department,
former teacher In Detroit.

Ben E. Pearlman, 61, Birming.

ham.
Gene P. Stanley, 57, Pontlac —
president of Gaukler Storage Co. and
of Cove Contalner Col

James A, Doyon, 41, Madison
Helghts — seven-term  Onkland
County commissloner who will va-

p.
Lucius Theaos, 65, Birmingham —
president of a management consult.
ing firm, board member of two in-

seep P

® Qakland's Ralph Richard and
‘Wayne's Erle Reickel arc enthusias.
tle. “Oakland will suppart, help, en-
courage and do everything but own
it,"” sald Richard, “The locals should
own and malntain it.”

@ The Livingston County Board
belleves hoodlums would be attract.
ed to the trails, and off-road vehicles
would tear It up. Green Oak Town-
ship is particularly hostile.

® The DNR has found that prop-
erty owners along rail ROWs assume
the property 1s thelrs, They fear
lawnmowers will be stolen from
sheds at the rear of their property
and thelr horses will be harmed. On
the Kal-Haven trall from Kalamazoo
to South Haven, a farmer blocked
the trail with a junk truck, and an-
other plowed up the trait and planted
corn.

@ Law ecnforcement peaple say
rall tralls are impossible to patrol if
their are multiple entry-exit polnts.

@ Snowmobllers are able to orga.
nlze to promote the trails, but non-
motorized trail users dislike the
snowmobilers.

® In time, confiicts develop atong
multiple-use tralls. Fast bicyclists
resent slow ones. Hikers dislike hors-

es,

® Wayne's Relckel Is optimistic
about the ability of recreation plan-
ners to develop multi-use trails, He
points to Hines Parkway In the west-
ern suburbs, where walkers, joggers
and cyellsts manage peaceful cocxls-
tence,

Pro’posed Sesquicentenial Trail

Livingston County
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The Michigan TRRails Alliance proposes a
1,000-mile “Discover Michigan” trall based on
former raiiroad rights-ol-way (inset map). In

alng and talking stage.

the region, the Paint Creek Trail and west Liv-
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gh of. How did they know?

ingston Counly of the Lakelands Trail are reali-
ties. A Rochester-to-Wixom link is in the plon-
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cate that post Dee. 31. He is a substi-
+ lute teacher.
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*  David W. Hackett, 84, Rochester
< Hills ~ 22-year OCC trustee and re-
tired teacher.

' Arts Foundation
-to honor 5 at DIA

© The Arts Foundatlon of Michigan
. wlll honor five of the state’s artists
with $2,500 awards at a ceremony on
« Thursday, May 5 at Detroit Institute
of Aris. Reception will follow the
. ceremony.
v Winners are: Guanar Birkerts, ar-
chitect, Birmingham; A. Spencer
Barefield, composer, Detroit; Robert
} Caskey, sculptor, Pinckney; Sue
* Marx, filmmaker, Detrolt; and Da-
vid Regal, actor and director, Ham-
tramek,
Birkerts has been an architect for
;. more than 40 years. Among the proj-
* ects the has done In Michigan are the
' Domino's Plzza World Headquarters,
: Ann Arbor; the IB, office bullding,
. Southficld; the law Library at Uni.

center.

Marcla Van Creveld, 52, Farming-
ton Hills — associate broker with
Ralph Manuel Assoclates, -

has toured and performed through.
out the United States, Canada and
rope. .

Caskey, sculptor, teacher, curatos
and adviser to artists, has been art
professor at Mott Community Col-
lege In Flint since 1972.

Marx recently won an Oscar for
best documentary short for her film,
“Young at Heart."

Regal has been artistle director of
The Theatre Company based at Unl-
versity of Detrolt alnco 1976. He bas
had leading roles In more than 50
plays and directed more than 30 pro-
ductions.

The Foundation Is a ':,utewldc or-

! versily of Michigan; and the Baldwin and recognizing uce_lleme' In the
lermyyaddlmn, Birmin arts, It Is funded by corporations, C TR
d, musician and and and bas ONLY 9.5

an ¥
! has produced more than 70 jaxz con-
i certs at Detroit Institute of Arts and

awarded more than $1.3 million In
grants since Jts founding Ln 1986.
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