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something new

Have some fun with decorations at the
receplion. A Brooklyn couple decorated each
table with vases of swimming goldfish. They
used bazookalike armaments (from a retailer
of parly supplies) that shot periodic showers
of confetli and red feathers onto the dance
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cake dresses,

The "80s bride is a different story,
She spends ber own money and makes
her own  decisions, She's educated.
knows quality and is witling to pay for
it.

“Even though my career keeps me
busy. I want a big, beautiful wedding."
suys Erica Powell of Dayton, Ohio.
“There's no way I ean find time to or.
runge everything — not without mak-
ing mysell and everyone else miseras
ble."”

Powell is working with o profession.
ub wedding planner, an experience she
describes as o “tremendous relief,”

“Using o wedding consultant or
planner does not mean you give up
control of your own wedding.” says
Barbarn  Tober, cditor-in.chiel of
Bride's Magazine, "Rather, you add n
very competent organizer to your wed-
ding ‘stafl" — somcone whose time,
tolent and resources you hire to turn
your wedding fantasies into realities.”

The final decisions are yours, but
these experts serve Up advice on every-
thing from color schemes to wedding
themes, from fashion to food to flornl
arrongements,

puest lists, hiring professionals (such
as  musicians  and  photographers),
planning pre-wedding parties and mak-

ing limousine and travel arrange. .

ments,

If you prefer. the consultant can
handle only one or two details — such
as bridesmatds® fittings or flowers —
or just offer advice. It's up to you. Re-
member, though, that using a purty
planner might uctually save you mon-
ey. They purchase supplies in quaniti-
ty and often get discounts.

How do you find a wedding consult.

ant? Ask friends ond family for refer-
rals. Check at bridal fnirs and personal

“care snlons, Hotels and caterers in

your aren can make recommendations.

Whether you turn the task over to a
professional or decide to do it on your
own, you and your finance should at-
tend the next bridal fair {or bridal ba.
znar) in your area.

At n bridol fair you'll learn how to
plan a perfect wedding and do some
comparison ppi For )|
you'll examine the work of several pho-
tographers. Most fairs feature more
than one merchant in each category so

Among the headaches your -
ant can help you with nre preparing

s can pare services and
prices.

wedding

are more likely to attend

teamed up with an anniversary. a
birthday party or other family
celebration.™

In planning & weekend wedding,
think up activities you'll enjoy.
Weekend fun might include a softball
game (bride’s team versus groom’s
team). sniting races, a kiteflying
competition. a pool party.

1.et others help with the
1esponsibilities. The bride’s brother

might organize a Frisbee match, the
geoom’s father coutld arrange a family
breakfast on Saturday.

Pick u home base where everyone
can mingle — such as at hotel
hospitality snite. Let everyone know
what to plan for by enclosing a card
with your invitation specifying the
host, location and time of each event.

Remember, keep activities simple,
You wint to be free to enjoy the fun!
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“BRIDE AND GROOM"
Capodimonte

by
Italian Artist
Auro Beleari

These beautiful figurines are
completely hand made and hand
painted in the Siena area of Italy.

Only the artisans of Europe could

capture the beauty of the delicate

lace of the wedding gown, as they
have done In this sculpture,

‘This is a gift they will treasure
forever.
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