RANDY BORST/atafl photographer
A view of the front door at the historic Spicer House in Heri-
tage Park.

By Joanne Mallszewak|
staff wrlter

Burrowes addition places
historic sites,

homes at 50

must be approvad by the istorle dis.
trict

The 62-year-old Eleanor Spicer es-
tate house has a new lease on life.

doesn't apply to u\e housu interlor.
But attempts are planned to main-
tain much of the house’s historic and

The ene-sto doesigned
by famed Michigan architect Marcus
Burrowes, ls the newest member of
an elite group of more than 50 hls-
torle sltes and buildings in the pi
tected Farmington HIHs histeric dis-
trict.

“We're on the right track In pre-
serving the house. And putting It In
the district helps us do that. We can
preserve and protect the house for
the whole community,” sald Paul
Blizman, Farmington Hills Historic
District Commission chatrman.

The estate house is the only histor-
feally designated bulldlng on city
owned property in the 210-acre Herl-
tage Park, Farmington Road, be-
tween 10 and 11 Mile.

The Farmington Hills Parks and
Recreatlon Commilsslon’s three-year
program to restore, preserve and
transform the house into a visltors’
center for the park does not conflict
with the historical deslgnation and
efforts to maintaln its historical sig-
nificance, Blizman sald.

PUTTING THE Spicer house Into
the historie district means that any
changes to the bullding's exterior

al character, sald Pan
Poucr. Farmington Hitls special ser.
vices director.

“In general, there are three arcas
that we wlill try to preserve in its ex-
Istlng state,” Polter sald,

The areas Include the llving and
dinlng rooms and library. The parks
and recreation commission’s plan to
re-establish a clrcular drive In front
of the estate house also comple-
ments historic preservation efforts.

“In gencral, we've approved the
concept (of the three-year program)
already. The circular drive would re-
turn it to much like it used to be,”
Bllzman sald,

Though the Spicer house, built in
1926, Is not as old as many of the
historic distrlct's bulldings, Its eligl-
bility for historic designation and its
signlficance remaln [n the archltec-
lure, said Farmington Hills city
councilwoman Jean Fox, a former
histeric district commission and his-
torlcal commission member.

The addition of the Splcer estate
house Lo the city's protccted histeric
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Spicer House joins city’s elite

“These bulldings could fit in com-*
fortably with the English country-
slde,” she said.

Though Burrowes’ style 13 consid-
ered primarily English Renaissance,

the Splcer house is somewhat differ-
ent. “I'd call it arts and crafts — an
English-type architecture from the
19th-20th centuries,” Fox added.

THE NEARBY Farmington Com-
munlty Center, also part of the hls-
toric district, has {amily conncctions
to the Spicer house. Eleanor Spicer's

Though the Spicer
house, built in 1926, is
not as old as many of
the historic district’s
buildings, its eligibility
for historic designation "
and its significance
remain in the
architecture.

father, Lumen Goodenough, bought
the 1859 Palmer-Sherman house and
added a wing in the early 1900s.

“She (Eleanor Spleer) grew up out
there. It became thelr year-round
home," Fox said, of what Is now the
Farmingtlon Community Center.

Friends of the Goodenough family,
Davld and Martha Gray, had what Is
now called the Splcer estate house,
deslgned by architect Burrowes,
built in 1926, But the couple never
lived In the house because David
Gray died. Gray's widow gave Elea.
nor Spleer the house as a wedding
gift, Fox said.

The architectural characteristics
that are notable in the Splcer estate
house are the one-story level and the
uncommon two wings. “This Is not
normal,” Fox sald. “Thls house was

built to take advantage of that siting
—it overlooks that beautiful valley.
Marcus Burrowes sited his houses
beautifutly.”

The south wing boasts the bed.
rooms and the north wing the kitch-
en and servants quarters. The main !
rooms feature unusual architectural
delights such as Lhe decoratlve
sculpted ceiling In the dining room,
English casement windows in the
1lving room and a clock over one of
the many interesting doorways.

uncommon for the 1920s,
when the house was bullt, are the ca-
thedra) celllngs, heavily used in Eng-
land, Fox sald.

“Most of his architecture has
shades of English architecture,” Fox
sald of archltect Burrowes,

district efforts
to include the city's five existing
Marcus Burrowes homes, Fox said,
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Ideas from the Lawn
and Garden Experts

See our large selection of grass seeds.

VAUGHAN'’S Dense Shade Lawn Seed
Big31b. Box Reg. 9.98 SALE 849

| Sprihg Savings and Fresh

PETERS Professional

Potting Soil
Reg. 4.19
SALE 3.19
16 qt. Bag

:  ® Forindoor/outdoor use
i #Ideal for flower and vegetable

e

Hursery & Garden Center Since 1958

Fertilizers
Reg. 7.98

NOW 12.98

Industrial!Contractor style
Polypropylene fiber

bristle. #744-014 Big20 Ib Bag

or Vegetable food.

NOW 5,

Select from All Puepose
Fertilizer, Rosc, Tomato

seed starting
UNION DELUXE SAVE 25% SAVE
Push Broom X:ggno WILTPRUF

i Reg. 5.49
98 5
14 oz,
Safe w

Plant Protector

NOW 3.98

to reduce moisture loss
when plants are under stress,.
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of the item. Ail cigarotie coupons at face value. Otler i L] effoc!

now -through' Sunday, May
IGA Tablerite
Boneless Beef

1 -69fb.

SAVE 1.001b.

Bottom Round Roast

1, 1988,

Russet All Purpose

U.S. No. 1 Michigan

Potatoes

101, .oo

Bag

IGA Tablerlte
.Boneless Beef

2.69"3.

SAVE.601b.

Sirloin Steak ¢

64 02, Jug 1

H Sunny Delight
D Citrus Punch

.00

Tt agamee e

craam Style or Whole Kemel Corn,

IGA Tablerite Whole

Chicken Leg

SAVE
221b. =

Peas, Cut or French Style Green Beans

Fame Vegetables

3/1.00..

Quarters ;
3 3 b,
e GO0 |

5-16 0z, Can
- Hygrade
Aitteat 8O
11b. Pkg.
Franks SAVE.30 pkg.
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