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Prenuptial parties: who does what

EEKS BEFORE the blush-
ing bride enters the church
tu the swirling strains of
“The Wedding March.”

she and her groom are caught up in
unother swirl — the rush of prenuptial
parties to usher them into the world of
wedded bliss,

In shurt, here come the showers!

Bridal showers follow an ol custom
by the sympathetic friends of
A non dowried  maiden:  they
“showered”™ her with enough gifts to
st up housekeeping.

Tusditionally,  showers  wete  for
wormen only and  thrown by elose
friends of the bride rther than family
mwmbers. (Heaven forbid that the
bride’s relatives were thought to be
begging pifts for the couple.)

Hawever, the traditional ali-femate
bridal shower is increasingly bueing se-
placed by the "his and her™ versi

Mixed showers are heraming mo-r
popular, according te the editors of
“Bride's Magazine,” “becattse men are
taking a greater interest in the home,
and because it's so much fun.”
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MANNERS MAVEN Letitia Bal
drige aprees. Coed bridal showers age
cropping up increasingly, she said. as
women work outside the home and re.
serve the weekends for their men.
tany women don’t want to be
from their hushands or male
friends,” she said. even for a twohour
bridil shower.

Baldrige suggests o maximum of
two showers to avoid overloading the
bride’s sehedule. This alse avoids over-
loading the budgets of the brides.
maids, who must show up. gift in
hiane each event,

Showers should  be  scheduled  at
leist two weeks before the big day,
Baldrige said. Bevond that, she said,
the sky's the limit,

Nowadays, evening dessert showers
or Sunday afterncon picnics around
the pool are just as appropriate as long
stints on folding chairs in the church
bazement. But e hande-down faver
ite of busy brides-tobe and their
friends is the weekend brunch,

THE ONLY RULES to remember

are to keep it infurmil and to keep the
approupriate to the guests, Linge.
rie showers are a definite nono for
miXxed company.

Shower themes run the gamut of a
new couple’s needs,

Kitchen showers are the most popu-
lwr, especially for young couples start.
ing out with little, becnuse they offer
puests a1 wide variety of gift ideas in
several price ranges, But Tuppesware,
pantsy and recipe showers — where
wiests bring o favarite recipe and a
tadget needed to make it — are rapid-
ly taking o back seat to Yuppier fare
steh as gourmet cooking supplies. bar-
becue aids and plant and pardening
gear.

Coed showers usually feature a vari-
cty of joint-use gifts spanning the spec-
trum from sterling to stereo equip-
ment. And of course, for the baby
boomers  with u  houseful already.
were’s the “service shower™ where the
averape gift might be a “coupon” for
an afternoon of yard work or staining
the deck or refinishing Grandma's an-
tique armoire.
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THE HOST OR HOSTESS of the
shower should make choosing o gift as
easy as possible for the puests

IU's very important that o bostess
provide her guests with the nec
information about colors, sire
styles. That way, each gift -vill tt per.
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HIS special bridasl fashion
section appeasing tuday in
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Eccentric Newspapers was
coordinated by Maric MeGee,
special sections editor.

Advertising coordinitors were
Michele Flegyan and Jan Offenborn.
The cover design was done by
Glenious Morriiot, eicelive services
director.

Questions cancerning the specinl
section should be directed to
MceGee at 591-2300, Ext. 313.

We Treat Your Wedding
As If It Happens Only

Once in a Lifetime.

WYNDHAM NOVI

Located across Interstate 96 from
Twelve Oaks Mall, the Wyndham
Novi Hotel is the perfect choice lor
your oul-ol-town guesis, rehearsal
dinners, bridal showers, and
receplion. We make sure every
detail is handled to the liking of
the most stringent mother-in-law;
which makes it an occasion not
only your guests will enjoy, bu!
one you'll enjoy remembering for
along, long time,

For more intormation, call our
sales office a1 313-344-8800 and ask
about our Wedding Package.

A TRAMMELL CROW GARDEN HOTEL

42100 Crescent Bivd., Novi, M1 48050
313-344-8800
Central Reservations: 1-800.822-4200

ROYAL OAK"

DESIGN YOUR GIFT

Tor a truly unique e, Iet the dengnes at Dobie Jeucless cecate a new setting for
arrin you have selected from var lose gem collevtion, Or give a nes: ook 10 1he
kems an yaur antdated fanuly jew eley wath a mure modern meunting. You and
Dabie Jewelers can create a vne-of-a-kimd aesgnal gt
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